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Bonnie and Clyde Shootout at Dexfield Patk: ]uly 24, 1933
By Rod Stanley, Museny Assistant

Bonnie Packer, Clyde Barrow, and the Barrow Gang arrived in Dallas County in July of 1933.
They had established quite a reputation throughout the Midwest as thieves and murderers, and
had killed several police officers. These fugitives from the law were always on the move, ttying
to keep one step ahead of the “laws,” as they called them. This was not their first trip to Lowa;
several past bank robberies had been atuibuted to them. On this occasion, their travels took
them to a rural area north of Dexter in Dallas County. They chose the remote location of old
Dexfield Amusement Park and set up their camp on 2 wooded hilltop overlocking the pak site.

They wete on the tun from a big shoot-out with police in Platte City, Missouri, a small town
north of Kansas City. Gang tnembers atriving in Dexter were Buck Barrow, Bucl’s wife
Blanche, and a teenager named W.ID. Jones. Buck was the older brother of Clyde, and had been
severely wounded in Platte City, They spent 4 to 3 days in the Dexfield Park area, intending to hide out, rest, and recuperate.

Bonnic Parker &
Clyde Barrow

The Batrow Gang acrived in Dexter with one car. Due to Buck’s condition, they decided they would need a second
one, so decided to go car “shopping” in Perry. They selected (stole) a 1932 Model “A” Ford belonging to Ed Stoner.
Clyde was a great fan of Fords; in fact, he wrote a letter to Henry Ford telling him how much he liked his cars. The
funny thing is, Ford used Clyde’s letter to sell more cars,

Clyde, according to several eyewitness accounts, made several trips into Dexter to buy food and medical supplies. The
townspeople, not knowing who Clyde Batrow was, sold them the things they needed. During the Depression, if
someone came in with cash money to spend, 2 merchant was going to do business with that person and not ask many
questions. The local police officer, John Love, who worked in a clothing store, sold him shoes, shirts, and socks.

A man named Henry Nye, out hunting wild blackberties on his property, came across the camp. He found a bloody
map, 2 shirt with blood stains, and used bandages. It seerns that Mr. Nye was not the first to discover the camp of the
Barrow gang. A troop of fourteen Girl Scouts led by Della Gowdey, camping at the old pavilion of the park, took an
catly morning hike and walked right into the Barrow Gang campsite. Maxine Schell “Hadley,” a member of this troop,
said the campers acted quite surptised. She had no idea who they wete. Della and the other gitls said good morning;
Maxine remembered the campers smiled and returned the welcome. Maxine said she thought nothing about it until
the next day, when she saw two people in Dexter whom she had seen at the campground. The man was eating an ice
cream cone and the lady had none. She thought it was very discourteous of the man not to offer the lady some ice
cream as well. These two people wete probably Bonuie and Clyde.

Henry Nye contacted John Love, and the two men returned to the park rogether. With binoculars, John could see two
cars parked in the campground. He decided to contact Dallas County Sheriff Clint Knee and find out if any outlaws
had been reported in the area. The sheriff informed him of reports about the Batrow Gﬂng bcmg around. Not
knowing if this was the Battow Gang or not, John Love told him to bringhis

“heavy artillery” and come to Dexter.

Sheriff Clint Knee quickly organized a posse that included Des Moines police
officers and detectives; a Des Moines dentist, Dr. Hershel Keller, who brought
his own submachine gun, and many locals, totally about 50 people. The posse
converged on the campsite at 5:00 a.m. on July 24, 1933, in what quickly became [
the biggest shootout in Dallas County history.

‘The Des Moines Pogse

The Barrow Gang was up and cating breakfast when they noticed movement in
the brush around their camp. The posse opened fite. The gang returned fire with
Browning Automatic Rifles: military guns that had been stolen from National Guard armoties. The posse retreated
under heavy fite, giving the gang time to attempt an escape, ~Cantinned on page 11
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‘lq They all pited into one car; Clyde was hlt in the shoulder and ran the car over a

tree stump. Unable to free the car, they fled to their other car. It had been shot
up by the posse and would not run, so Bonnic, Clyde, and W.D. Jones took off,
leaving Blanche and Buck. Evetyone in the gang had been wounded except
Blanche. Bonnie, Clyde, and W.ID went east and then nozth towards the South
Raccoon River. Clyde tried to go back to the road through the old amusement
park. He was met by two members of the posse: Deputy Evan Burgel and the
editor of the Dexter Seatinel, Everett Place. He exchanged gunfire with them and
went back to Bonnie and W.1D. Together they crossed the river and worked their
way behind Spillers Cemetery. They wete all wounded and losing blood.

Local posse members Leaving Bonnie and W.D., Clyde approached the farmstead of Vallie Feller,
intending to steal a car. Mr. Marvelle Feller later recalled this encounter. Vallie,

Vallie’s son Marvelle, and hired man Walt Spillers were on their way to milk the cows when they saw a small bloodied
man walk out of the cornfield. Clyde pointed a. 45 caliber revolver at them. As the Feller’s dog barked and bounded
toward him, Clyde told them to pull off the dog or he would kill it. He then told them he needed help. He whistled
and WD came up the fence carrying Bonnie, As Martvelle and Vallie helped lift her over the fence, Vallie dropped het.
Clyde was quite irritated by this and told them to hold on to her. He next told them he needed a car, The Fellers had 3
cars on the place but no money for fuel; the only car that was running was the Feller family car: a blue 1929 Plymouth.
Duting this exchange, Matvelle’s mother and 9-year-old sister came out of the house to see if the men knew anything
about all the shooting going on. She walked right into the rest of her family being held at gunpoint by Clyde, and
became quite excited and very upset. Clyde told Vallie to settle her down, He said “the laws are shooting the hell out
of us and all we need is the car to get out of here.”

Bonnie and W.D. Jones got into the back seat of the car and Clyde got into the driver’s seat. The car started right up,
but Clyde had never driven a Plymouth, and Marvelle had to show him how to shift the gears. Clyde thanked Marvelle
for all their help and said he would pay them back someday. For a long time afterwards, the authorities censored the
Feller mail but nothing ever acrived. It is interesting to note that after W.D. Jones was captured and confessed, he said
Clyde was out of ammunition when he confronted the Feller family that day. Marvelle said he thought be could have
taken them on but did not want to risk Clyde testing his .45 caliber revolver on him.

With the Feller car, Clyde drove to Polk City, about 38 miles nottheast of Dexter. Here they wrecked the car, so held
up 2 gas station and stole another cat. They doubled back 40 miles to Guihirie Center. There they were seen and
surrounded by 200 men in a posse. Incredibly, they managed to escape again, mostly through the driving skills of
Clyde, and were last seen about 60 miles northeast of Sioux City. : ;

Buck and Blanche Batrow were captured by the Dexter posse. Buck had been severely
wounded. Fle was taken to the Dexter Hospital where he was treated by Doctors
Chapler and Osborn. Fle was eventually sent to King’s Daughter Hospital in Perry,
whete he died five days later. Blanche was eventually taken back to Missouti and tried
for her part in the Platte City shoot out. She was convicted and sentenced to ten yeats §
in prison and served six years of that sentence before being released on good ;
behavior. She led a crime free life after that, W.D. Jones eventually left the gang and went
back to Texas. A co-worker there turned him in to the police, and he setved time in prison for his
role with the Basrow Gang

'I'hc captuce of Blanche Basrow

Bonnie and Clyde had escaped this time, but the shoot-out in Towa was the beginning of the end for them. In less
than a year, on May 23, 1934, they wete ambushed and killed in Gibsland, Louisiana. Bonnie and Clyde may have died
that day, but the “Legend of Bonnie and Clyde” continues to this day.
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