CHAPTER 10
SECONDARY ROAD MAI NTENANCE DURI NG W NTER MONTHS

10. 01 Pur pose 10.04 Limtation of Service
10. 02 Level of Service 10. 05 Energency Conditions
10. 03 Sequence of Service

10. 01 PURPOSE The purpose of this chapter is to establish
the County’s policy and | evel of service in respect to clearance
of snow or ice and mmintenance of its secondary road system
during the w nter nonths, specifically defined as Novenber

through April, as provided in Section 668.10(2)(1997) Code of
| owa, and pursuant to the provisions of Section 309.67 of the
Code of |owa. This policy and l|level of service are to be

i npl emented within the anount of noney budgeted for the service
and as contained in the County’'s secondary road budget as
submtted to and approved by the Ilowa Departnment of
Transportation and adopted by the Board of Supervisors. The
cl earance of roads at any cost, under any circunstances, day or
night, is not the County’s policy.

10. 02 LEVEL OF SERVI CE Cl earance of snow or ice and
mai nt enance of the secondary road system during the wnter
nmonths is primarily for the benefit of the |ocal residents of

the County. The County’s snow renoval equi pnment will be utilized
for this purpose. Al'l clearance of snow and ice, sanding,
salting and other w nter mintenance shall be acconplished

within the amount of noney budgeted for this service and as
practi cal .

Each storm has individual characteristics and nust be dealt with
accordingly. The entire portion of the roadway that has been
i nproved for travel may not be cleared of snow, ice, frost or
conpacted snow and ice. These conditions may be conti nuous or
they may be nore concentrated on curves, intersections, hills or
val | eys. Snow cl eared from that part of the roadway i nproved
for travel will be placed on or in the adjacent shoul der, ditch
or right-of-way. Snow can be expected to accunul ate adjacent to
the traveled portion to the extent that a nmotorist’s sight
di stance to both the left and right may be greatly reduced or
i npaired. The snow renpoved fromintersections will be piled on
its corners in mounds of unequal height. The |ine of sight,
sight distance or visibility of notorists approaching these
intersections may be greatly reduced or inpaired. During these
conditions no additional warning or regulatory sign wll be
pl aced that warn of inpaired sight distances, visibility at
intersections, road bl ockages, one-lane conditions, or that the
road surface is slick or slippery.
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Motorists shall drive their vehicles during these conditions
with additional caution and watchful ness, especially wth
respect to the surface of the roadway and reduced or inpaired
visibility. Al t hough no regulatory signs wll be posted,
nmotorists are strongly advised to reduce their speed at | east 25
m | es per hour bel ow t hat

legally permtted wunder normal operating conditions. On
occasions that only one lane is inproved for travel, notorists
shal | exercise extrenme caution and their speed should not exceed
10 m | es per hour.

The County shall not be responsible for snow pushed or otherw se
pl aced on the roadway or shoul der by others. County personnel
may be tenporarily rendered unavail able due to the requirenents
of the Omibus Transportation Enployee Testing Act of 1991.

10. 03 SEQUENCE OF SERVICE In the inplenentation of snow and
i ce renoval and ot her nmai ntenance of the County’s secondary road
system during the w nter nonths, the County Engi neer or Road
Superintendent shall select the actual sequence of roads to be
cleared as provided for in this section and shall determ ne when
drifting, wnd velocity and equipnment be renoved from the
roadway, or that additional clearance of paved routes be
acconplished prior to the clearance of gravel and dirt roads.

The County Engi neer and/or Road Superintendent’s professiona

judgnment shall prevail unless it is clearly erroneous.

1. Paved Routes.

A. The initial effort will be to get all routes open
to two-lane traffic as soon as possible and/or
practical. During initial snow renoval operations,
paved roads may only have one | ane plowed for period
of tinme.

B. After two-|ane travel is possible, subsequent snow
renmoval will be carried on during normal working
hour s.

C. The truck nounted snowpl ows and spreaders wi |l not

normally be in operation between the hours of 5:30
p.m and 5:30 a.m The trucks nmay be called off the
road if snow or blow ng snow reduces visibility to
hazardous working conditions, in the professional
j udgment of t he Engi neer or a del egat ed
representative.

D. When required, due to drifting snow, notor graders
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may be used to keep the paved roads open and the
openi ng of gravel roads may be del ayed.

E. It is not the policy of the County to provide a
"dry" pavenent condition.

F. After roads have been plowed, as provided in this
section, intersections, hills, and curves may, but not
necessarily, have placed on them salt, sand, or other
abrasives. These intersections, hills, and curves nmay
or may not be re-sanded, re-salted, or have other
abrasi ves replaced on them bet ween snowst or is.

Unpaved Roads.
A. The initial effort will be to get all routes

opened to one-lane traffic as soon as possible after a
st orm has passed.

B. After one-lane travel is possible, subsequent snow
removal will be carried on during normal working
hours.

C. Mot or graders and/or truck plows will not normally
be in operation between the hours of 5:30 p.m and
5:30 a.m The notor graders and/or truck plows may
be called off the road if snow and bl ow ng reduces
visibility to hazardous working conditions, in the
pr of essi onal j udgnent of t he Engi neer or

Superint endent .

D. Snow may not be renoved from roads or parts
t hereof upon which there are no occupi ed residences.

Private Drives.

A. The County wll not clear snow from private
drives. Normal snow renoval operations may result in
snow being deposited in private drives. Snow from

private drives shall not be placed on the roadway or
shoul ders.

B. The County shall not replace or repair mail boxes
destroyed or danmaged during snow renoval operations
unl ess the plow blade actually struck the mail box.

The County wll not replace nmail boxes damaged or
knocked down by the force of snow thrown from the
pl ow.

is no tinme limt after a snowstorm in which any of the
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above sequence of clearance, on paved or unpaved roads, shal
t ake pl ace.

10. 04 LI M TATI ON OF SERVI CE Not wi t hst andi ng anyt hi ng
el se stated in this ordinance, the policy and | evel of service
provided for in this ordinance shall not include the foll ow ng,
and the follow ng services shall not be perforned:

1. Sandi ng, salting or placing of other abrasives upon the
roadways that are slick, slippery and dangerous due to the
formati on of frost.

2. Sandi ng, salting or placing other abrasives upon paved
roadways due to freezing precipitation that occurs outside
t he County’s usual working hours.

3. Pl acing of additional warning or regulatory signs
warning of inpaired sight distances, visibility at
i ntersections, road bl ockages, one-lane conditions or that
the road surface is slick or slippery, or what the advised
speed shoul d be.

4. Sandi ng, salting, or placing abrasives upon any road,
except for paved roads. If in the opinion of the County
Engi neer, or his/her designee, an "energency" exists and
ice has built up on hills and intersections on the gravel
system that slope down to another road so as to becone
dangerous, abrasive material may be applied at these
| ocations as crew and equi pnent availability allows and
only as a last resort. This condition will not, under any
circunstances, take a higher priority than placing of
abrasive material on the paved road systemand wll only be
done after the paved roads are cleared of ice and snow.
Abrasive material wll also only be placed after other
mechani cal neans have been tried and failed, such as
scraping with notor graders.

5. Rermovi ng of sand, salt, or other abrasives.

6. Pl owi ng, sanding, salting, or placing of abrasives on
any road that is not the jurisdiction of the county, unless
it is agreed to do so by a 28-E Agreenent between the
county and the entity having jurisdiction of the road.

10. 05 EMERGENCY CONDI TI ONS

The sequence or |evel of service may be suspended duri ng
‘“emergency’ conditions. An energency condition is considered
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as one where a loss of life is probable, where a serious
injury has occurred or where extensive |oss of property is
imm nent. The County will respond to ‘energencies’ on a case-
by-case basis as determ ned by the County Engi neer’s or Road
Superintendent’s

pr of essi onal judgnent and verified through the 911 di spatcher
or Sheriff’s office. The County may respond to all energency
conditions, either during or after a snowstorm

10. 06 REPEALER

Al'l ordinances and resolutions, or parts thereof, in conflict
herewith are hereby repeal ed.

10. 07 SEVERABI LI TY CLAUSE

| f any section, provision, or part of this ordinance shall be
adj udged invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication shal
not affect the validity of the ordinance as a whole or any
section, provision, or part thereof not adjudged invalid or
unconsti tutional .



