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Dallas County Conservation Board

Regular Monthly Meeting
February 11, 2020

Call to Order
The Dallas County Conservation Board meeting was called to order on Tuesday, February 11, 2020 at

5:30 P.M. at the Forest Park Museum Administration Building in Perry, lowa by board chair Lorinda
Inman.

Roll Call
Present were board members Lorinda Inman, Nancy DeLong, Marlen Kemmet and Keith Troester.

Board member Mark Powell connected via teleconference. Director Mike Wallace and Administrative
Assistant Sherry James were in attendance.

Introduction of Guests
Eric Witt, Compass Consultants/Arvig; Dan Benedetto and Thanh Nguyen, CenturyLink; Rich Voelker,

Snyder and Associates; and Jim Caufield, ThePerryNews, were in attendance.

Agenda
Action: Keith Troester moved and Nancy DelLong seconded to approve the agenda as printed. All

members present voted “aye”, motion carried.

Open Forum

There was nothing presented.

Consent Agenda

Action: Nancy Del.ong moved and Keith Troester seconded to approve the consent agenda items
including the January income/expenditure report and the monthly staff reports. All members present

voted “aye”, motion carried.

January 14, 2020 Meeting Minutes
Action: A motion was made by Nancy DeLong and seconded by Marlen Kemmet to approve the
January 14, 2020 board meeting minutes as written. All members present voted “aye”, motion carried.

Century Link Fiber Optics Cable Easement (West of Waukee)

Dan Benedetto, CenturyLink, presented to the council requesting a utility easement to cross the trail to
install fiber optics cable for the new development west of Waukee. There was board discussion
regarding donations made to the Connector Project when issuing the utility easements in the past.
Director Wallace will prepare the easement and send to Mr. Benedetto for review. The decision was
tabled until the March board meeting at which time a draft of the easement including legal description
and donation will be included in the easement for review.

Verizon Fiber Optic Cable Easement (Redfield)
Eric Witt, with Arvig, a subcontractor of Verizon Wireless, presented to the council requesting a utility
easement to install fiber optic cable near Redfield. The cable will be between two cell phone towers and

will bore under the trail.

There was board discussion regarding donations made to the Connector Project when issuing the utitity
easements in the past. A survey needs to be completed before the easement can be drafted.

This was tabled.
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RRVT Bridge/Trail Rehab Bid, Contract
Rich Voelker, Snyder and Associates, updated the board on the bridge repairs and overlay of the Trail

between Ade! and Redfield.

He reported the low bid was Herberger Construction Company at $1,347,990.91.

Action: Nancy DelLong moved and Marlen Kemmet seconded, to approve the bid and enter into a
contract with Herberger Construction Company and authorize Director Wallace to electronically sign the
contract documents. All members present voted “aye”, motion carried.

Phase Il Connector Project Bid, Contract
Rich Voelker, Snyder and Associates, reported there were six bids received for the Phase |l
Construction of the Connector Project. Howrey Construction was the low bid at $536,222.

Action: Keith Troester moved and Mark Powell seconded to approve the bid and enter into a contract
with Howrey Construction and authorize Director Wallace to electronically sign the contract documents.
All members present voted “aye”, motion carried.

Adopt a Trail Application
Action: Keith Troester moved and Marlen Kemmet seconded to approve the Adopt a Trail Application
from Patty Elliott for RRVT clean up from H Ave to G Ave. All member present voted “aye”, motion

carried.

CRP Contract Extensions for Carmichael, Hogan & Reynolds Properties
Action: Marlen Kemmet moved, Keith Troester seconded, to approve the request for the CRP contract
extensions as requested. All members present voted “aye”, motion carried.

Update Environmental Education Coordinator’s Job Description

Director Wallace reviewed the current job classification status for the Environmental Educational
Coordinator’s position. He requested the classification be reclassified as exempt; with the approval of
Human Resources after they review the job classification.

Action: Nancy DelLong moved, Keith Troester seconded, to reclassify the EE Coordinator’s position to
exempt, after approval from the county HR. All members present voted “aye”, motion carried.

Kuehn Conservation Area Lodge

Director Wallace updated the board on the proposed Kuehn Conservation Area Lodge. He reported the
Board of Supervisors were concerned about the event section of the building as they did not want area
competition for reservations of this type. This is approximately one-third of the building and would
significantly reduce the cost. It was the consensus of the board to anticipate adding on at some point
and not to change the grading. The Board of Supervisors did allow some funding for additional design
work.

Proposed FY 20-21 Budget
The Naturalist/Ranger position was funded. No other significant changes were made to the proposed

budget.

RRVT to HTT Project
Nothing to report.
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Budget
Nothing on current budget.

Other Business
Director Wallace reported there is a posting for the Trail Manager position and three seasonal positions.

The fund raising for the Connector Project that was sent out the first part of December has returned
approximately $61,000.

Adjournment

There being no further business to discuss at this time, the meeting at 7:30 P.M.
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