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Woodland/Prairie Perspectives
Did You Know?
Mike Wallace, Director
Every once in a while, I hear comments like “I didn’t know your department did that.”
My article covers many things that Dallas County Conservation Board (DCCB) has to
offer, including some that at least a few people might not know about. Of course the
problem with talking about these things in a newsletter article is that if you do not
receive the newsletter then you still do not know. Help us spread the word so that
more people can find us and utilize the great things our department is involved with.
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Woodland/Prairie Perspectives
DID YOU KNOW?
The DCCB provides several museums,
historic sites, programs and services
DID YOU KNOW?
revolving around our rich history in Dallas
The DCCB has over 25 parks and
County. Forest Park Museum south of
recreation areas including hunting and
refuge areas that total 3,113 acres. These Perry, is the main museum and also serves
include some of the most unique areas in as the headquarters for the DCCB. Forest
the state. Popular areas such as the Kuehn Park Museum has 6 buildings that either
Conservation Area north of Earlham, Voas hold exhibits or are historically significant
structures. Other unique historical sites or
Nature Area west of Minburn, and Big
buildings that the DCCB operates include
Bend Wildlife Area west of Redfield,
along with lesser known spots like Crellin the Dayton Stagecoach Inn located
southwest of Woodward, Voas Nature
Wildlife Refuge, Fazel Wildlife Area,
Area Geological Museum located west of
Trindle Park, and Wagner Prairie are
Minburn, the GAR (Grand Army of the
waiting for you to find them.
Republic Post) site located in Redfield. A
DID YOU KNOW?
couple other unique sites found in Dallas
The DCCB has 7 hunting areas totaling
County would include the Dexfield Park
1,811 acres. These include designated
and Barrow Gang Shootout Marker, and
zones at Kuehn Conservation Area, Big
the Truman Visits 1948 Plowing Matches
Bend Wildlife Area, Dawson Boat Ramp, Marker. The Raccoon River Valley Trail
Hanging Rock, Voas Nature Area, and the itself offers some unique historical
Snyder and Wagner Tracts of the North
facilities for the public, too. The restored
Raccoon River Wildlife Area.
railroad depots in Redfield and Dawson
serve as somewhat of a welcome center
DID YOU KNOW?
for the trailheads.
The DCCB owns or manages
approximately 57 miles of paved
DID YOU KNOW?
recreation trails in the county. The
The DCCB has developed a wetland bank
Raccoon River Valley Trail holds the most at Voas Nature Area. This part of the park,
miles, but the DCCB also has some of the which is open to hunting, was developed
as a wetland mitigation site which has
High Trestle Trail (HTT). Besides the
created over 100 acres of certified wetland
obvious value of trails from a human
health standpoint, trails actually provide a credits for those that need to mitigate a
wetland. This has been one of the better
great deal of habitat for a variety of
projects that we have created in
wildlife. As many of you know, we are
conjunction with assistance from the
working on extending the HTT 9 miles
Dallas County Road Department and the
from Woodward to Perry. We are still
Board of Supervisors. The sale of credits
looking for financial assistance on this
allowed us to create this approximately
project, so you can contact our office for
300 acre hunting area with an end result of
details on how to help.
others paying for the entire acquisition and
development of the wetlands and prairies
DID YOU KNOW?
within the site. It was definitely a win/win
The DCCB has 3 naturalists that provide a project that created a very special habitat
very large number of environmental
area.
education programs to the public every
DID YOU KNOW?
year. In the spring and fall the staff are
busy each day giving programs to our area The DCCB monitors several kestrel, barn
owl, and bluebird nesting structures
school systems. Naturalists provide
programming to thousands of students and throughout the county.
adults throughout the year. In fact, our
DID YOU KNOW?
staff annually gives programs to over
The DCCB owns and manages 4 boat
13,000 people and has over 2,500 contact ramps to provide access for the public to
our rivers. There will be a new boat ramp
hours due to their efforts. This provides
constructed in 2020 at the Booneville Boat
very little room for additional programs
Ramp site which is located just west of
due to limitations of the number of staff
Booneville.
we have.
Did You Know continued from page 1
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DID YOU KNOW?
The DCCB provides reviews of Planning
and Zoning requests for variances and
changes of zoning designations for the
Dallas County Planning and Zoning
department. Additionally, our staff
inspects and reviews Forest Reserve
applications for the Dallas County
Assessor’s Department. The Director of
the DCCB also serves on the Dallas
County Mining Advisory committee.
DID YOU KNOW?
The DCCB has cabins, lodges, shelters,
modern camping sites, and other unique
lodging facilities in the area. Reserve you
space by visiting the My County Parks
webpage www.mycountyparks.com.
DID YOU KNOW?
The DCCB is working on a large savanna
restoration project at the Voas Nature
Area, plants trees to enhance the trail
system and area parks, and works with
landowners on habitat improvement
projects.

DID YOU KNOW?
The DCCB relies on nearly 100 volunteers
to help with numerous tasks throughout
the year. Have you considered becoming a
volunteer?
DID YOU KNOW?
The DCCB is at the beginning stages of
designing a much needed facility at the
Kuehn Conservation Area that would be
used for environmental education
classroom space and a large event room
within this building. Look for more
information on this new project soon,
including how you can help financially
with funding this structure.
DID YOU KNOW?
The DCCB has a part-time Outreach
Coordinator who utilizes news releases,
Facebook, webpage, emails, television,
radio, and of course this newsletter, to
highlight our resources and events. Email
conservation@dallascountyiowa.gov if
you’d like to be added to our list as a way
to stay informed.
There are of course many other areas,
activities, projects, and events that the
Dallas County Conservation Board is
involved in. Please help us promote these,
but more importantly, we hope you make
use of them and enjoy what we provide
here in Dallas County.

Natural Resources
Bush Honeysuckle Control

By: Greg Sieck, Natural Resource Manager
If you’ve got a big green thicket in your woods come late
October to early November, you may have a bush
honeysuckle infestation. These invasive plants are shrubby
natives of Asia. Here in America, where they have no natural
controls, they leaf out early, grow fast, and expand rapidly.
Honeysuckle invades a wide variety of native herbaceous
communities, which reduces tree regeneration in early to midsuccessional forests.

desirable species. This means late fall and early spring
treatments for the foliar treatments. When applying treatments
in and around water or wetlands, use glyphosate formulated
for application over or near water such as Glyphosate 5.4
Aquatic Herbicide.

Basal Bark Treatment
Applying herbicide with a mineral oil carrier allows the
herbicide to be sprayed on the bark. The mix absorbs into the
As the weather turns cold, Dallas County Conservation Board basal cells of the bark where all the action occurs in a tree or
Natural Resources staff switches gears to intensive habitat
shrub. We use a mix of Basal Bark Oil LT and Garlon 4. The
management work within our parks and wildlife areas. We’re application rate we prefer is 4 parts Basal Bark Oil LT / 1 part
in a constant battle with bush honeysuckle and other invasive Garlon 4.
plant species. The solution for this problem is not only
mechanical but also biological. Control measures may enlist
Mechanical Methods
one or more of the following techniques: prescribed burning, Heavy-duty brush cutters or forestry mowers can be used to
hand pulling of seedlings, cutting, and herbicide treatments.
cut and shred mature honeysuckle infestations. Mowing and
shredding is most effective when completed in early summer
Cut Stump Treatment
when food reserves for the plants are at their lowest. Mowing
Bush honeysuckle stems or shredding alone is not an effective means of controlling
can be cut at the base
bush honeysuckle unless completed repeatedly throughout the
with brush-cutters,
growing season and for multiple years. However, mowing can
chainsaws or hand tools. be a very helpful site preparation method to facilitate
After cutting, a 20%
herbicide applications.
solution of glyphosate/
blue dye and water should Volunteers have helped our organization in the removal of
be applied to the outer
honeysuckle using hand tools. The restoration has been a huge
20% ring of the cut
success in bringing back oak savannas in key management
stump. Either spray the
areas here in Dallas County. If you or your group would like
stump with a lowto help on future restoration projects like this, contact our
pressure handheld sprayer office at 515-465-3577.
or wipe the herbicide on
the stump with a sponge
applicator to prevent
re-sprouting. Herbicides
should be applied to the
cut stump immediately
after cutting for best results. Application in late summer, early
fall, or the dormant season have proven effective. Glyphosate
is non-selective, so care should be taken to avoid contacting
non-target plants. A blue dye added to the chemical will help
with visual reference during treatment of the stumps.
Foliar Treatment
Foliar treatment is very time sensitive and tricky to some
degree. Bush honeysuckle foliage needs to be healthy and
actively growing, while the surrounding non-target species
around the honeysuckle need to be dormant and not actively
growing. The temperature plays another role. In general, it
needs to be above 50 degrees Fahrenheit, so conducive to
photosynthesis. Bush honeysuckles can be controlled by foliar
application of a 2% (active ingredient) glyphosate solution.
Application prior to the emergence of native shrubs and
ground flora is the safest time to spray without impacting
3

Honeysuckle Identification
Often 6 to 15 feet tall with egg-shaped leaves, short stalks,
reddish/orange berries and pink or white flowers

Nature Notes
Just One Second Time
Cindy Blobaum, Naturalist
This summer, a preschool asked
me to visit and present twenty
minute talks to the 3, 4 and 5
year old classes about
conservation – anything to do
with how they could help make
the world a better place. After
much pondering, I decided to
focus on something I knew they
would be familiar with, plastic
water bottles. I gathered a recycle
bin full of empty bottles, pictures of mountains of discarded
bottles and animals impacted by them, and a pair of scissors.
I quickly learned during my first presentation that the kids
had already been introduced to recycling – of a sort. A
dictionary entry on recycling offers these three alternatives:
 Convert waste into reusable material
 Return material into a previous stage in a cyclic process
 Use again

classroom sink, filled the bottle, walked back and took a
drink. “You can’t do that!!” was the cry I heard in each class.
They had never seen, or considered, refilling a plastic water
bottle.
So we did a little imagining….how much smaller would the
water bottle mountain be if everyone used a plastic water
bottle two times instead of just one? (This was introducing
basic math concepts – the teachers love it when we can sneak
those in!) Since the bottles are not safe to be used many,
many times, we could only imagine the mountain down to
1/4 size.
That didn’t stop the imagining. We then brainstormed other
ways plastic bottles could be reused. The scissors came out,
and I cut off the top and made a funnel for their sand table. I
put the funnel upside down in the bottle bottom and made a
fly trap. I took the cap and used it as a whistle. I gave each
child a cap, and they made a picture, and then started making
race tracks and playing games. We talked about filling them
with rocks, marbles, or other items to shake and make a
musical instrument.

In my mind, recycling isn’t just throwing something in a bin
to be taken away and maybe be remade into a new material. It
The kids knew how to put paper, plastics and glass into a bin is finding a second use for everyday things. A twist tie had
other than the garbage can. The story that is perpetuated is
become a hummingbird perch on my shepherd’s hook. I use
that the items will then be taken to a cleaning and sorting
bread bags to clean up after my dog. Plastic lawn treatment
station, then remade into other products (options #1 and #2
sign holders that I salvage from other yards have found a
above). Unfortunately, with few companies and countries
second home as plant stakes. Peanut butter jars are the perfect
finding it profitable to do the cleaning, sorting, and then
size for raising monarch caterpillars. If I can use, and
reselling or remaking, the truth is that much if not most of the encourage everyone else to use, nearly everything just one
material gathered from recycle bins is burned for energy
second time, the impact will be remarkable.
production or dumped in landfills.
After showing the kids a picture of a mountain of discarded
bottles, the teachers quickly jumped in to point out that each
student had a sturdy, refillable water bottle at their table spot
or in their cubby. Great! But, I asked the kids if they used
refillable water bottles like that when they went to the park,
to a ballgame, or any other time. The overwhelming response
was no – they used the plastic bottles like I had filling the
green bin. I then asked if they ever refilled those bottles. A
look of utter confusion clouded their faces. What did I mean,
refill? I took a bottle out of my bin, got up, walked to a
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Bottled Water Facts
 A gallon of tap water costs $0.0002 per gallon, bottled
water can run up to $9.00 per gallon.

 Nearly half of the bottled water comes directly from
public water systems.
 In the U.S. just 27% of plastic bottles are recycled.
 Iowa DNR oversees ~ 1,100 community drinking water
facilities, regularly monitoring for 80 potential contaminants.

Museum Musings
Local Artist’s Works
on Display at FPM

Pete Malmberg, Curator
While not all local artists will go on to international fame, many
can be celebrated in exhibits currently on display at the Forest Park
Museum, near Perry.
Grant Wood is one Iowa artist to achieve international stardom.
His great talent was matched by an ability to market himself to
influential people who promoted him during his lifetime and long
after. His “American Gothic” work is considered a masterpiece.
Today museum visitors can find his works in many of the nation’s
greatest museums and he remains the state’s best known artist.
Iowa has produced many other less well known but very talented
artists. Some of these individuals rival Grant Wood’s talents.

Local craftsman Dick Shoesmith created intricate
matchstick models, including many that are now
on display at Forest Park Museum.

William Sturdevant is one of
these people and considered
by many to be “Iowa’s great
lost artist”. Born and raised in
Iowa, he was a younger
contemporary of Grant Wood
who won many awards at
Iowa art contests. He was
recognized for his great
technical skills in all kinds of
media including painting,
lithographs, wood carving,
and stone carving. His wood
carvings are particularly
beautiful and seem to bring
the wood alive. His works
ranged from realistic to boldly
expressionist and covered the
whole range of human
experience, from historical
events to futuristic visions. He
was also a brilliant art scholar who studied color perception, pre
Columbian and Mexican art and many other topics that became a
part of his works. Sturdevant was also a gifted educator who
became a versatile and dynamic mentor who helped develop the
careers of numerous regional art instructors.

served as the Des Moines Public Schools art coordinator for many
years, and he also became a well respected mentor to many central
Iowa art teachers.
The works of another talented Dallas County artist are currently on
display in our Wagner Gallery. Ruth Goldsberry was a rural
Minburn painter known for her floral and Midwestern landscape
oil paintings and watercolors. For many years she gave lessons and
sold her paintings from her farmhouse. She became well known in
central Iowa as an artist and instructor. She was a more
conventional artist than Sturdevant and Kester, but several of the
works on display show the use of some experimental techniques.
Local craftsman Dick Shoesmith has created a large number of
intricate matchstick models over the years. Visitors will enjoy
pieces like his biplane and steamboat that are currently on display.
These models take hundreds of hours to produce and showcase
Dick’s abilities. The museum hopes to display more works by Dick
and his very talented painter/quilter wife Shirley over the course of
the next few years.
Two very unique war souvenir drawings are also featured at Forest
Park right now. These works were done by Japanese Prisoners of
War on a pillowcase and a handkerchief for Dallas County native
Howard Karst during World War II. They are great examples of the
unique art created during and immediately following conflicts.

Hank Kester, an artist who grew up in the Redfield area, was good
friends with Sturdevant. Like Sturdevant he excelled in his mastery
of many media and produced some award winning paintings,
Please come visit Forest Park Museum on weekdays between 8:00
sculpture, and pottery. He was also a very dedicated educator who a.m. and 4:30 p.m. this winter to enjoy all of these beautiful pieces!

TREE TRIMMING
TREE REMOVAL
STUMP GRINDING
FIREWOOD
INJECTIONS
Treat common heath issues due to
bacteria, fungus, and insects

TIM WALTON
cell: 515.212.0421
WaltonTreeService@gmail.com

Trained/Licensed/Certified
Commercial Sprayer
Liscense #44684
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Nature Notes
Gardens of Hope
Mike Havlik, Naturalist
As educators we often refer to the act of teaching as planting seeds. We are gardeners sowing the seeds of wisdom
that fall on the fertile soil of young minds and grow into the blooming flower that is a love of the outdoors. There
are some days that we question whether these seeds are landing at all. Every once in a while we come across that
child that has not only fertile soil but already a fully blossoming garden.
This year’s High Trestle Hawk Watch began with dark skies looming. A little girl and her father made their way
across the bridge. Tucked away in her hand I thought I saw the familiar Birds of Iowa book cover. Just as we had
finished setting up our spotting scopes, a clap of thunder and a deluge of rain sent participants scurrying for the
shelter house. Crestfallen, we huddled under the shelter and checked the radar on our phones. Looked like it would
continue to rain, maybe for several hours. Then a high, self-assured voice spoke up, “I want to be an ornithologist
when I grow up!” There was a collective turning of heads towards the voice. “I want to get my undergraduate in
ornithology and then my masters. I might even get my PhD.” Sitting at a picnic table was a ten year old girl with
her bird book tabbed in multiple colors. She went on to share her favorite bird, the indigo bunting and how she
received the book from her grandfather. The birders in the group gathered around her like she was a warm
campfire. Everyone was grinning ear to ear. For the next hour she and the group shared stories, experiences,
questions, and dreams. She is also a talented artist and her father had several of her paintings on his cellphone. She
was a ray of sunshine on an otherwise dreary day.
During one of our fall field trip days I was preparing to show 5th
grade students milkweed and share the decline of the monarch.
One of the boys walked up to a bee balm plant, pointed to it and
casually stated, “That’s a mint.” My jaw dropped. Bee balm is not
mint per se but it is in the mint family having a square stem. This
is not knowledge that one picks up casually from a nature show or
on the school playground. I said, “You are right. How did you
know that?” He continued nonchalantly, “My mom grows it.” The
children went on to verify the shape of the stem. He continued to
impress me on a number of natural history items throughout the
day.
Meeting these young ones gives me hope. Not just for the future of my profession but for conservation. As a child
I loved being outdoors. I read books on African animals and dinosaurs. I watched W ild Kingdom. I didn’t think
about it because it was the thing that brought me joy. The majority of the children we interact with these days seem
more preoccupied with video games or sports. When we come across that child that knows, loves and lives the
outdoors it makes our hearts sing. We are not relics of some bygone era, that child and these experiences still exist.
On one of my final field trips of the season, we were walking down to the creek at Kuehn Conservation Area. I
heard one of the students whistling. It wasn’t random noise, it was the alarm call of an osprey! When we got to
Law Offices of
Finneseth, Dalen & Powell, P.L.C.

Where family
is more than
our name.
1401 Willis Avenue, Perry

720 1st Ave., Perry
(515) 465-5180 - www.familycu.com

Offices in Perry and Jefferson
Phone (515) 465-4641 (Perry)
Phone (515) 385-3151 (Jefferson)
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DuWayne J. Dalen
Mark J. Powell
John C. Powell

Nature Notes
the bottom I asked who was whistling. A 5th grade girl
Children are spending time outside
piped up. I asked, “Do you know what an osprey is?”
She fired back, “Isn’t it a fish eating eagle?” Again I
learning from the wild things around them.
asked, “How do you know that call?” She said, “I hear
Being curious, studious, and reflective
it outside my house all the time.” She lives just a few
while growing, blooming, and dreaming as
blocks from the ospreys that nest at Woodland Hills
Elementary. During lunch, she went on to describe
gardens of hope.
very matter-of-factly, her interactions with a saw-whet
owl. I was a little skeptical but listened as she
described physiological and behavioral details. “It was tiny, smaller
than a screech owl. It let me walk right under it. It didn’t fly away
until my dog got near it.” Classic saw-whet, in addition I had seen
birders were reporting them on the Iowa Ornithologists’ Union
listserv. This girl knew her nature.
At the end of the day I was asking students about their favorite spot
outdoors. Some acknowledged that they had one, some said they
didn’t. Others hadn’t been to their spot in a while. As we were
loading the bus this same student told me she had three of them. One
in the prairie, one in a tree, and one in a great big lilac bush. I turned
to her and gave her a fist-bump. I told her, “You made my day.”
What I should have said was, “You gave me hope.”

Children are spending time outside learning from the wild things
around them. Being curious, studious, and reflective while growing,
blooming, and dreaming as gardens of hope.

DAN BRUBAKER ENTERPRISES

ADM Schools
students constructing
owl nest boxes.

Peters Service Center
98 West Willis—Perry

DRAINAGE AND WATER MANAGEMENT SPECIALIST
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Pop, Beer, Snacks, Ice,
Propane, Kerosene, Diesel

4 Seasons Car Wash

515-436-7691
800-565-0029
515-238-7875 cell

East Willis—Perry

West End Car Wash
West Willis—Perry

Dan Brubaker, Owner

223 Main St. P.O. Box 132
Rippey, IA 50234

*$3 automatic car wash with
gas purchase
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*Never pay full price for a

car wash!

Winter 2019/2020 Events Calendar

January

December
Dallas County Christmas Bird Count
Saturday, December 21
Preregistration is required for this free program.
Come join DCCB and Raccoon River Watershed Association for a
day of birding with a purpose. Each year local bird clubs gather
around the Christmas holiday to take a “snapshot” of what birds
are in their area. This information is sent to the National Audubon
Society which looks at the long term health of bird populations
over the last 100 years. Participants are divided into groups, each
with an experienced birder, in a different location in the county.
We usually hike in the morning and drive the area in the afternoon.
It does not matter if you are a beginning or experienced birder, the
day is filled with beauty and opportunities for learning.

Trumpeter Swan Soiree
late January, details TBD
Free, no registration required.
Both outdoor viewing and indoor interpretive presentations of
trumpeter swans and bald eagles are given by Iowa Department of
Natural Resources and Polk and Dallas County Conservation
naturalists. Spotting scopes and binoculars will be
provided. Hundreds of trumpeter swans winter at the Dale Maffitt
Reservoir and surrounding area southwest of Des Moines,
providing a rare opportunity to view good numbers of free flying
trumpeter swans.
The Year of the Volunteer @ DCCB
Sunday, January 26, 1:00 p.m.—3:00 p.m.
Forest Park Museum, Perry
Preregistration is required for this free program.

Kick Your Cabin Fever
Tuesday, December 31, 1:00 p.m.—3:00 p.m.
Forest Park Museum, Perry
Pioneers often used long winter days as social times –
opportunities to get together, visit, and work on projects together.
Join us in Baldwin Hall for an afternoon of board games,
handcrafts, music and fellowship. No preregistration required for
this free program.

Dallas County Conservation Board is making an intentional
effort to encourage people like you to engage in meaningful
volunteer work. See the full story on page 15 for details.

February

January

Owl Prowl
Sunday, February 9, 6:30 p.m.—7:30 p.m.
Kuehn Conservation Area, Earlham
Preregistration is required for this free program.
Back in January, at our Conversation with an Owl program, you
came to know the owls of Dallas County. At this program, we will
walk out into the full moon night, on the snowy trails of Kuehn’s
woodland trails, to talk with our local owls. Around a bonfire we
will review the common owls of Kuehn and their calls. Armed
with this knowledge, we will cast our best Dr. Doolittle renditions
of the owls’ calls into the night, with hopes of having a wild friend
answer our queries.

A Conversation with an Owl
Sunday, January 12, 4:00 p.m.—5:30 p.m.
Kuehn Conservation Area, Earlham
Preregistration is required for this free program.
Every winter season, our programming shifts from inviting
students to come visit us in the wilds of Dallas county on Field
Days, to us bringing the wilds to the students in their classrooms.
A winter staple in our programming is our owl program, where we
bring our rehabilitated Barred Owl into the classroom. Long ago
we decided that we should include the public in this winter school
of the owl. Please join us for this program for your opportunity to
look wildness in the eye. What could you learn by looking a
Barred Owl in the eye and entering into a conversation with an
owl.

Winter Star Gazing, Constellations, Patterns & Rhythms
Friday, February 21, 7:00 p.m.—8:30 p.m.
Kuehn Conservation Area, Earlham
Preregistration is required for this free program.
Earlier in the winter, we invited you to look up, seek the beauty of
the night skies, in the words of the Paiute, “Tu Omp I Av”. By
scheduling this second opportunity to venture out under the stars
with us, we hope to engage you in a search for patterns, rhythms,
cycles in the sky. How has the view changed since we last looked
up together? By connecting with these rhythms, and also
connecting to the notion of “Tu Weep”, recognizing the beauty
and rhythms here around us beneath our feet, we hope will enrich
your place here in Dallas County.

Winter Star Gazing, Constellations, and Stories
Saturday, January 25, 7:00 p.m.—8:30 p.m.
Kuehn Conservation Area, Earlham
Preregistration is required for this free program.
One of the tragedies of our culture is that winter, and sunsets, send
us indoors where we are insulated by a
roof from the wonders of the night skies.
Earlier cultures of our place did not suffer
from these maladies. Each sunset, was an
invitation to look up, and wonder. The
Paiute peoples had a phrase, spoken at
nightfall, as they turned their gaze, not to
Netflix or Fortnite, but to the heavens.
This phrase, “Tu Omp I Av, Tu Weep”,
translates to–the sky is beautiful, just as
the earth. Join us to explore the wonders
of the night skies, and in the process we
hope that you will be reminded of the
wonders underfoot here in the wilds of
Dallas County.

For more information or to register for
any of our programs, contact:
Dallas County Conservation Board
14581 K Avenue Perry, IA 50220
515-465-3577
Office Hours: M-F 8 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
conservation@dallascountyiowa.gov
www.dallascountyiowa.gov/conservation
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram
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Winter 2019/2020 Events Calendar

February

Group leaders please contact our
office for programming and scheduling.

Eagle Watch
Sunday, February 23, 12:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m.
@ Saylorville, Reservoir
At one point the idea that we would offer a program of bald eagle
viewing would have seemed
absurd in the face of the
species’ pending extinction.
This event is a testament
that conservation can and
does work. Come view what
is possible when we choose
to care for the wilds. The
open waters below the dam
at the Saylorville Reservoir
create feeding opportunities that congregate central Iowa’s winter
eagles and almost guarantee you a chance to view an eagle. This
program is a joint effort between DCCB, Polk County
Conservation and the Corps of Engineers. It provides the public
with the thrill of viewing eagles in the Des Moines River Valley
and educational programming to increase your understanding of
these majestic birds. Specific viewing locations and programming
schedules can be obtained at the Saylorville Visitor Center on the
day of the event.
USFWS

Nature Pop Up Programs
Snake Feeding
most Mondays, 10:00 a.m., call ahead to confirm
Forest Park Museum, Perry
Free, no registration required
Join us for a chance to see our collection of snakes eat their tasty
weekly meals and learn about the other Dallas County critters in
our live collection. These underappreciated animals play important
roles in our ecosystems and have some “superpowers” to share.
When it Snows We Ski!
Voas Nature Area, Minburn
Select weekends and school holidays throughout the winter, if
there are 4 or more inches of snow on the ground and a naturalist
is available, we will host a ski program. We have boots and skis
for people with shoe sizes ranging from youth 12—1 on up to
adult sizes 10.5. The specific dates and times will vary. You can
call or email to put your name on a contact list for notification of
dates, look for updates on our Facebook or contact us on a Friday
before a weekend that looks likely. We hope to see you on skis!
Cost is $3.00 per person for ski rental.

March
Spring Equinox– Sunset Celebration
Friday, March 20, 6:30 p.m.—8:00 p.m.
Hanging Rock, Redfield
Preregistration is required for this free program.
Where did the sun rise this morning? The seemingly straight
forward answer to this question is of course– East. Realize, this
answer is correct only two days out of the year, and the Spring
Equinox is one of this dates. Between the equinox, and the solstice
date in June, the sun rise will have moved across the eastern
horizon some 33 degrees to the north. Why is this question
relevant? If you feel the need to slow down the pace of your life
and connect the meter of your life not to a piece of machinery– but
to the celestial waltz of the Earth and Sun, join us. DCCB has
constructed an astronomical clock– built of stones, reconstructing
one placed here by First Nation Peoples long before Redfield and
Hanging Rock were names on the landscape. Join us for a history
lesson of time, a new connection to your place and a celebration of
spring’s arrival.

Maple Syruping
Two part program, dates tentative & weather dependent.
Tree Tapping, Saturday, February TBD, 9:30—10:30 a.m.
Boiling Off, Saturday, March TBD, 9:00 a.m.—4 p.m.
Sportsman Park, Dawson
Registration is required for these free programs.
No matter what the winter is like, spring always comes around.
Trees that have been dormant respond to the increasing day length
and warmer temperatures by sending sap flowing through their
systems to nourish the tiny leaf and flower buds at stems’ ends. If
we time the tapping right, we can siphon off some of the sweet sap
of native maple trees and boil it down to make maple syrup.
The initial tree tapping program will involve
going outside to drill small holes in select maple
trees, installing taps and hooking up the
collection system. Boiling off (the second
program) is when we heat the collected sap so
the excess water evaporates. Feel free to stop by
to see and taste what’s going on, realizing that
the tastiest results occur near the end. Register to
keep informed of any potential date changes, or
check on our webpage & Facebook.

Voas Stewardship Day
Saturday, March 21, 9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.
@ Voas Nature Area, Minburn
Have you ever asked yourself if there was a good way to help
wildlife? Not just temporarily picking up trash but something that
had a long lasting impact. DCCB holds stewardship days
throughout the year. One focus for the last few seasons has been
clearing oak savanna habitat that has been overgrown at Voas
Nature Area, and this stewardship day will expand this work
clearing the understory at this site. We will be using handsaws and
loppers to clear honeysuckle, dogwood, and small trees. Come
help us liberate these smothered “wolf” oaks.
Registration is required for this free program.

Don’t Miss Out

Sign up for the weekly Dallas County
Conservation Board eNews by emailing
ken.keffer@dallascountyiowa.gov
or calling 515-465-3577
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Nature Notes
Patience: Good Things Come to Those that Wait

Chris Adkins, Environmental Education Coordinator/Naturalist
Particularly, in my chosen field of
environmental education, PATIENCE, is
a reoccurring lesson. The natural world
moves at a pace defined by ecological
processes, not human constructed
calendar deadlines. We humans may
operate under the delusion that we are in
charge, but nature continues to humble us
with reminders that we do not indeed
orchestrate and control the show. If we
are wise enough to embrace this truth, we
can however loan our voices and
contribute to the masterpiece as it
unfolds. So it goes, I am learning.
Slowly.

Eagle Scout candidate, Josh Nelson,
carrying the American flag during the
opening ceremony of the 2019 Prairie
Awakening Celebration at Kuehn.
photo: Cameras for Conservancy, Kristie Burns

DCCB’s Leopold Bench Project is
a prime example of this lesson. Slated to
originate in March 2018, the project
failed to launch. Our idea was to
celebrate the 70th anniversary of Aldo
Leopold’s, A Sand County A lmanac, a
seminal voice in the annals of literature
of the conservation movement, by
constructing a herd of wooden park
benches. The design of the benches
reflects the structure of the iconic bench
built by no other than Aldo, and
undoubtedly utilized as a seat as he
authored his opus. DCCB’s Leopold benches would then be emblazoned with a quote from the Almanac, and distributed
through out the wild places of Dallas County. Our benches could serve as vehicles to deliver Leopold’s wisdom to our
friends as they visited DCCB’s conservation areas.

March 2018 came and went. No benches. Details, logistics, deadlines…Be patient. In January of 2019, DCCB initiated a
year long series of programs, each reading and focusing on a monthly lesson from A Sand County A lmanac. An
outgrowth of the initial program of this series was the identification of an ally in our Leopold Bench Project. Welcome to
the show, Eagle Scout candidate Josh Nelson. The web strengthens, as more voices join in. The timeline for the project
continues to evolve.
The construction of the Leopold benches would not be the outcome of participants in a DDCB workshop. Original plans
out the window. Josh, now through his Eagle Scout program, would fundraise, recruit and direct volunteers, and oversee
the process of building the Leopold benches. Not in accord with the DCCB project’s original construct– I did not see this
coming. Josh’s interest in this project is grounded in his family having a long running connection to the Kuehn
Conservation Area. Before it was Kuehn, it was a special land to his clan, next door to their family’s home. He wanted
his benches to serve both a utilitarian function by providing seating at DCCB’s Kuehn programming, and also provide an
educational service by putting Aldo’s words in the public eye. Not exactly the way this project was drawn up, but by
letting loose of the reins, this ride was gaining it’s own life.
So, following a pathway undiscernible at our first step, we now have one dozen Leopold benches in hand. This is where
you have the opportunity to join the show. DCCB has assembled a collection of Leopold quotes to adore Josh’s benches.
This collection of Aldo’s wisdom can be viewed on DCCB’s website. Just locate and click on the Leopold Bench Project.
10

Nature Notes
We invite you to select from our list a Leopold quote that
resonates with you and that you would like to place on the
landscape of Dallas County to be shared by visitors to our
wilds. You can now help us seal the deal by sponsoring a
bench. Working with a local graphics design firm, DCCB
will create a metal sign, bearing your selected quote, to
affix to your bench. The cost to sponsor a Leopold bench
is $40.00. Sponsors will then be recognized at our final
Leopold Anniversary program. Here, sponsors can affix
their sign, with their selected quote, to their bench.
Additionally, a plaque recognizing them, or someone they
wish to honor, will adorn their bench.
Beginning this summer, DCCB will introduce the public
to our benches by placing one each week in the wilds of
Dallas County. The public will be invited to find the
bench, contemplate the quote, and report their find to
DCCB’s Facebook page. Visitors may find our benches
along the hiking trails at Voas, in the arena at Kuehn, at
the “clock” at Hanging Rock, along the RRVT bike trail,
or any other wild DCCB location. We hope the visitors
will find rest and inspiration on your bench.
In the words of an old Grateful Dead song, “What a long,
strange trip is has been.” This project did not proceed as
designed, and yet here we are. Patience– good things do
come to those that wait. Please consider sponsoring a
bench and helping us spread the wisdom of Leopold
across our home.
A very special thank you goes out to Eagle Scout
candidate Josh Nelson. I will recline one day this summer,
on a quote bearing Leopold bench, at Kuehn, and smile as
I consider the lessons this project has to offer. I am glad
we were patient.

West Property Management, LLC
Jeff Westendorf, CMCA

President & Community Manager
5550 Wild Rose Lane Suite 400
West Des Moines, IA 50266-5304
Ph. 515.778.7590
jeff@west-property.com
www.west-property.com
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Trail Talk
Looking Ahead to Warmer Days

The next project is Phase 1 of the trail and bridge
rehabilitation. This project will start at Clark Street in
Redfield and run east toward Brickyard Drive on the west
With an early dusting of snow and an unseasonably cold
side of Adel. During Phase 1 construction crews will be
fall, it feels like summer is a long way off. If this trend
repairing bridges, stabilizing the banks around the bridges,
continues, it will make for a rough winter. Extended cold
as well as widening all the bridges in that stretch. Much of
can breed contempt for most Iowan’s, but ultimately it
this work will continue through the summer months. The
makes you feel like you earned it when those nice days
bridge widening will allow large
finally roll around in late February
Redfield Depot along Raccoon River Valley Trail equipment and vehicles through
or early March. Or in the case of last
such as tractors and emergency
spring, late April.
response vehicles. We will also
With thoughts of extended
have construction crews completely
cold, it is always nice to gloss over
replacing bad sections, as well as
the gray skies and look ahead to the
adding an asphalt overlay to the
next time you can truly enjoy being
sections that are not in need of a
outside. I am in no way trying to take
complete reconstruction.
anything away from those of you
Work during Phase 1 of the
who love winter and being outside in
trail
and
bridge rehabilitation
subzero temps, but you are clearly in
project
may
create some headaches
the minority. Dallas County
for
trail
users,
especially during the
Conservation Board has plenty of
summer.
We
will
need to shut
exciting trail projects that are
down
certain
sections
of the trail to
tentatively scheduled to take place
allow
construction
crews
to work
starting this winter and continuing into next summer.
safely
and
efficiently.
We
will
keep
you
posted
on
trail
In the fall, we began working south of Dallas
closures
in
advance,
so
be
sure
to
check
our
Facebook
page
Center adding rock to the edge of the path to eliminate the
and
weekly
eNews
for
the
most
up-to-date
information.
drop off from the trail to the shoulder. This is done for a
couple of reasons. The first being that it will make it easier (To sign up for our weekly eNews email us at
for our equipment to mow and maintain the shoulders. The conservation@dallascountyiowa.gov.)
The last major project scheduled for next year is
second, and most important, is safety for the trail users. It
Phase
2
of “Let’s Connect.” Construction is scheduled to
creates a larger area in the case that you accidently drop a
begin
in
2020. This project will start at the western city
tire off the paved section of trail.
limits
of
Woodward at S Avenue and move west to R
We will also continue to work on trimming and removing
Avenue.
those pesky mulberry trees that are hanging out over the
The year 2020 is shaping up to be a big one for
trail. This will be a job that will continue…forever.
improvements
to the trail system in Dallas County. We are
Mulberry trees are abundant and easily propagated by
looking
forward
to sharing these improvements with you.
natural processes.
Winter
will
come
and go as it does every year, so keep the
Another project that will likely be started or
thoughts
of
clean
smooth
asphalt and another new mile of
possibly completed by the time this article comes out is the
trail
to
ride
in
the
back
of
your mind when those winter
facelift to the Redfield Depot. The scope of the project is to
blues
hit.
If
you
are
one
who
does not mind the extremes of
tear out the old bricks and reset them creating a smoother
winter
then
dust
off
the
snowshoes
and get those
surface than what is currently there now. They will also be
snowmobiles
fired
up
because
I
have
a feeling you may get
tearing out the old cement curb that has been a nuisance for
some
use
out
of
them.
trail users to traverse over.

Curt Cable, Natural Resources Manager

WILLIAM L. CLARK CPCU
Broker Associate
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1106 Willis Avenue
Perry, IA 50220
(515) 453-5883 Office
(515) 240-1523 Cell
bclark@iowarealty.com
www.iowarealty.com

Dallas County Conservation Board

EARLHAM
BUILDING
CENTER
170 S CHESTNUT
EARLHAM, IA 50072
515-758-2101

www.earlhambuildingcenter.com
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Dallas County Conservation Board
Your Waukee Cycling Hub
Happy Hours 2-6pm everyday
1/2 price flatbreads & tacos
$1 off bar beverages
Live Bands Saturday Nights!
Free kids meals on Sundays
with the purchase of an adult meal.

www.raccoonvalleybank.com

One block south of the RRVT!

Hours 11 am—close
50 SE Laurel St., Waukee
515.987.9604 www.mickeyswaukee.com

Adel—Dallas Center—Minburn—Perry

Backhoe Work
Water
Sewer
Septic
Tile Repair
Footings

Minor Plumbing
Home and Farm
Maintenance

BENNETT BACKHOE
AND REPAIR

free estimates

Marty Bennett
19718 Lexington Rd.
Minburn, IA 50167

cell # (515) 480-1628
home # (515) 677-2173

DJ Services

Jason Heiden

Territory Development Manager

Septic system maintenance and tank pumping

702 SE Raccoon Street
Des Moines, IA 50309
515-244-4271 Ext. 2223
Cell 515-360-9490
Fax 515-244-4273
800-422-7563 Ext. 2223
jheiden@diamondoilco.com

2460 337th Street
Perry, IA 50220
(515) 436-7212
(515) 339-5718
Daryle Bennett II

HARLAND ACE HARDWARE, INC.
628 1ST AVENUE
PERRY, IA 50220
515-465-2177

eNews

#thisisiowa #mycountyparks
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Dallas County Conservation Board
Year of the Volunteer: Reconnecting with our Purpose
Who: You plus your friends and neighbors.

If you are reading this, there is a good chance that
you enjoy time in the outdoors.

What: An interactive introduction to the
diverse opportunities for you to help us out.

At some point you’ve likely wondered, “Is there
something that I can do to help?” The answer is yes!

Where: Forest Park Museum, Perry

Dallas County Conservation Board is making an
intentional effort to encourage people like you to
engage in meaningful volunteer work.

When: Sunday, January 26, 2020
Why: In giving of ourselves that we receive.

Some projects will be seasonal and short-lived,
while others will be on-going and at the leisure of
individual volunteers.

We Want You to
Volunteer with DCCB.

Like all the volunteers that worked so hard to “wake
up the prairie” at Kuehn Conservation Area, we are
hoping to reconnect with our purpose as caretakers
and give back to the land.

 Seed Collection
 Educational &
Museum Programs
 Bird Boxes &
Wildlife Monitoring  Office Tasks
 Trail Clean-ups
 Habitat Work

Our hope is to have a group of committed people,
reconnecting with the outdoors and giving back to
the land.

Special thanks to
Elaine Phillips
for supporting the
Forest Park Museum &
DCCB with a donation of
audio visual equipment.

Stuart Scholz

Marketing Director

1650 SE Holiday Crest Circle
Waukee, IA 50263
T: 1-515-987-4144
F: 1-515-987-5795
C: 1-515-442-3266
sjscholz@watermarkcommunities.com
www.watermarkcommunities.com
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Published by Dallas County Conservation Board
Phone: (515) 465-3577
Fax: (515) 465-3579
email: conservation@dallascountyiowa.gov
www.dallascountyiowa.gov/conservation
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Dallas County Conservation Board
Jim Miller—Chairman
Lorinda Inman—Vice Chairman
Nancy DeLong—Secretary/Treasurer
Mark Powell
Glen Vondra
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