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Here is an update on the Raccoon River Valley Trail to High Trestle Trail Connector
project. Phase I construction was completed in the fall of 2018. The paving of 1.5
miles of trail started in Perry and then went east. Even this short section has already
been a popular trail for walking, jogging, and biking, as it then connects into the City
of Perry’s in-town trail system. This in-town system directly connects with the
existing Raccoon River Valley Trail.
Since last fall, the Dallas County Conservation Board (DCCB) has continued with its
fundraising by applying for grants to keep the construction going. Earlier this year, the
DCCB was informed that we will receive a
Federal Recreational Trail Grant which amounts
to $322,208. This grant will be leveraged with
other donations already received to provide the
necessary total funds for Phase II trail
construction. This is scheduled for the 2020
construction season and will consist of starting at
the west city limits of Woodward at S Avenue
and paving west to R Avenue. The
approximately 1-mile section consists primarily
of former railroad right-of-way.
Just recently, the DCCB received notification
that a State Recreation Trail Grant that was
submitted July 1, 2019 has been recommended
for funding to the Department of Transportation
Commission. Final action on this grant is
expected to be done in September.

Fall in
Dallas County
RRVT Repair
Stations

continued on page 2

Published by Dallas County Conservation Board

email: conservation@dallascountyiowa.gov

1

♦

www.dallascountyiowa.gov/conservation

Woodland/Prairie Perspectives
Trail Funding continued from page 1

This grant amounts to $392,610 and will be designated for our Phase
III construction of the trail. This phase will begin where Phase II
ended at R Avenue and go approximately 1 mile west to Quinlan
Avenue. The timing of the grant agreements and other requirements
will dictate whether this phase will be able to piggyback with the
Phase II construction and both be completed in 2020 or not.
As you can see over the last few months this past spring and summer,
we have been fortunate to land a couple significant grants for this
project. $714,818 isn’t too bad. Moving forward, we still need
additional private and corporate donations to make this overall $5
million proposed 9-mile project a reality. With the additional State
Recreational Trail Grant, we have nearly 75% of the funds raised.
The private and corporate donations are needed as matching dollars
for the major grants that we apply for such as the State and Federal
Recreational Trail Grants. With contributions of $1,000 or more, you
may choose to receive recognition on trailhead signs.
This overall project, once completed, will actually be considered an
extension of the High Trestle Trail. This project goes as fast as the
funding allows. To make a contribution to our Raccoon River Valley
Trail to High Trestle Trail Connector project you can go to
www.letsconnectdallascounty.com or contact me at the Dallas
County Conservation Board office at 515-465-3577.

Jason Heiden

Tate Boyd of Urbandale is a true trail
champion. For the past 2 years, the now
11 year old has helped fund trail
construction between Woodward and
Perry by raising money for charity instead
of receiving presents at his birthday party.

Territory Development Manager
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702 SE Raccoon Street
Des Moines, IA 50309
515-244-4271 Ext. 2223
Cell 515-360-9490
Fax 515-244-4273
800-422-7563 Ext. 2223
jheiden@diamondoilco.com

Dallas County Conservation Board
Welcome to Bob Myers

2016 Bob served as a co-leader for the annual Idaho Trek,
calling this “another way to give back.”

For Dallas County Conservation
Board’s newest employee, the
connection to the area goes back
generations. Bob Myers is a 6th
generation Iowan. According to the
1875 plat maps, his family owned
the land that is now the Voas
Nature Area Wetland Mitigation
Bank near Minburn. Bob grew up
near Cummings, Iowa. He made a
career of the Air Force, spending 28 years in uniform and
serving an additional 8 years as a contractor.

Polk County Conservation hired Myers in 2017 as a parttime technician working mostly on habitat work along the
Chichaqua Bottoms Greenbelt.
Bob started working as a Natural Resources Technician for
DCCB in August 2019 and is “excited to bring my skill set
to Dallas County.”
DCCB Director Mike Wallace states, “Bob is a long-time
volunteer, and we are looking forward to continuing that
partnership at the staff level.”
Myers will be tasked with much of southern Dallas County
including the Kuehn, Big Bend, Trindle Park, and
Hanging Rock areas.

Myers developed an interest in nature and survival skills.
He is especially fascinated by botany. His enthusiasm led
to an opportunity to be an Intern Ranger for the SelwayBitterroot Frank Church Foundation in 2015. Bob would
spend 8 days at a time in the Idaho backcountry working
on trails and clearing timber.

Along with his wife Heidi and their son Kaleb, Bob lives
near Van Meter. Bob also has grown daughters in the area.
Ashley is in Winterset, while Paige resides in Adel. The
7th generation of Myers continue to grow deep roots in the
state of Iowa.

Formerly an active volunteer for the Dallas County
Conservation Board, especially at Prairie Awakenings, in

#thisisiowa #mycountyparks

eNews
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Museum Musings
Catering to Visitor’s Needs
Pete Malmberg, Forest Park
Museum Curator

Visitors Enjoying Forest Park Museum

Forest Park Museum has long had far reaching appeal.
Visitors come from all corners of Iowa and even from out-ofstate to enjoy the 20 acre complex that includes numerous
museum buildings, an arboretum, recreated prairie, and a spur
to the Raccoon River Valley Trail. Museum collections
highlight a rich history of Dallas County artifacts and
characters, a rotating gallery space for art, a display of
presidential correspondences, and living connections to some
native wildlife.
Looking back through the guest registers reveals a wide range
of visitors including Questers antique chapters, tractor and
auto clubs, Red Hat Societies, sororities, churches, service
clubs, schools, group homes, daycares, Headstarts, and
summer camps. The visitor experience is different for each
group. Some want guided tours, others prefer introductions
with staff available for questions, while still others request the
inclusion of hands-on activities. What follows is a sampling
of how we work to meet each group’s needs.

This summer has had very good visitation with many
families, group homes, and retirement communities touring
the grounds – often as repeat visitors. Some of them brought
lunches and stayed for several hours. New this year, the
statewide 99 Counties 99 Parks initiative, including selfie
stations, was spearheaded by Iowa’s County Conservation
System and Iowa Tourism Office. Coupled with the central
Iowa collaboration with Des Moines Outdoor Fun and the
Trek the Parks program, we have seen a noticeable number of
A number of school groups come for an entire day’s worth of
many first time visitors.
activities. In some cases, staff and volunteers handle the
stations in our Alton Schoolhouse, 19860s Grabenhorst log
Questers antique groups, especially the William J. Wagner
cabin, and out in the prairie, while the teachers create and
Questers Chapter based in Dallas Center, are among our most
lead other lessons that meet their curriculum guidelines. This active adult tour groups. Their faces have become familiar,
past year, a third grade group develop a history activity based their visitation is welcome, and their generous support of the
on the long-running television reality show “The Amazing
William J. Wagner Gallery museum addition shows an onRace” that worked well with our available scavenger hunts.
going commitment. With interest in specialty programs, they
often take part in discussions about presidential history,
Summer camp groups such as those from Clive Park District
pioneer stories, or the art and artist that is the featured display
and Waukee YMCA exhibit great enthusiasm and desire to
at that time.
participate in a wide range of activities. The counselors are
caring and work hard to address the needs of the inquiring
I want to thank the groups, families and individuals that visit
minds of their young charges. In addition to touring the
Forest Park for making the museum a part of your
museums, these groups have worked with archeology
experiences. As we continue to add interactive displays and
samples, corn grinding, early schoolyard games and much,
new exhibits, we hope you put us on your calendar to visit
much more.
again soon. I look forward to seeing you then!

Backhoe Work
Water
Sewer
Septic
Tile Repair
Footings

Minor Plumbing
Home and Farm
Maintenance

Your Waukee Cycling Hub

BENNETT BACKHOE
AND REPAIR

Happy Hours 2-6pm everyday
1/2 price flatbreads & tacos
$1 off bar beverages
Live Bands Saturday Nights!

free estimates

Marty Bennett
19718 Lexington Rd.
Minburn, IA 50167

Free kids meals on Sundays
with the purchase of an adult meal.

One block south of the RRVT!

Hours 11 am—close
50 SE Laurel St., Waukee
515.987.9604 www.mickeyswaukee.com

cell # (515) 480-1628
home # (515) 677-2173
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Nature Notes
The Good, Bad, & Ugly
of Wild Parsnip

Although this invasive, alien biennial
has been documented in Iowa since
1913, the past several years have seen
its population explode. You have likely
seen wild parsnip as you travel along
county roads in June, when it is in full
bloom. The bright yellow flowers might
seem like an early, more colorful
version of the white Queen Anne’s Lace
you see in late summer– which is a good
correlation as both plants are members
of the carrot family. As such, both plants
produce a large edible tap root, which is
tastiest and most tender before the plant
blooms. The umbrella-like clusters of
the wild parsnip flowers rise from 2 – 5
feet above the ground, add color to the
roadsides and provide food for many
types of insects. In addition to flies,
wasps, ants and beetles feeding on the
flowers, the plants leaves are favorite
host plant for black swallowtail
butterflies – meaning the butterflies lay
their eggs on them, giving the
caterpillars an immediate food source
when they hatch. All of that is good.
As briefly mentioned above, wild
parsnip is a nonnative plant. It was

The biggest problem with its rampant
spread is the sap. Unlike poison ivy,
which can cause an allergic rash if you
simply brush against a leaf, wild parsnip
leaves are harmless when intact.
However, if you break a leaf or stem and
get the sap on your skin, and then your
skin is exposed to sunlight, you will get
an ugly chemical burn that can include
red skin and blisters. The affected area
can then be sensitive for months. This
can also affect animals that come into
contact with the plant, especially those
with thinner coats of shorter hair (think
cows and pigs). Not surprisingly, this
information about wild parsnip has been
spread far and wide, and for good
reason. Unfortunately, it provides some
people with yet another reason to not go
outdoors and explore.

USDA

brought to the United States
by the early colonists, with
records of it being grown in
Cindy Blobaum, Naturalist Virginia in 1609. Each
plant can have numerous
Each growing season, I spend some time umbels (umbrella like
performing light habitat management. In cluster of flowers), with
addition to fun projects including
each umbel having 15 – 25
placing and monitoring tree frog tubes, umbellets (smaller cluster of
setting up hummingbird feeding
flowers) and each umbellet
stations, and enhancing our milkweed
have 12 – 35 flowers. This
and pollinator plots, I also work to
makes each plant capable of producing
reduce certain plant species in various
thousands of flattened seeds that are
areas. One particular species I have been easily blown in the wind. So it is not
working on the past few years has been difficult to imagine how it escaped from
wild parsnip.
cultivation and spread.

Nonnative Wild
Parsnip (left)
provides habitat for
flies, wasps, ants,
beetles, and the
black swallowtail
butterfly caterpillar
(below), but its sap
can cause severe
reactions on
people’s skin.

a rain) and they have just bolted
(produced a flower stem). After pulling
the plant, I leave it on the ground to
return the biomass to the soil from
which it sprouted. Happily, I have been
able to remove all the plants that I am
aware of in the upper areas at Kuehn in
this manner. I have also been able to
significantly reduce the populations at
Voas and Forest Park. As a follow-up, I
return at the end of July/beginning of
August to harvest the seeds on those
plants I missed or was unable to
dislodge. The seeds I throw away. But
the plant stems are hollow, making them
a great place for our native bees to
create their overwintering nests.

Wild parsnip is just an easy example of
the good, bad and ugly. I challenge you
I spend time combatting the spread of
to look at every plant (stinging nettle,
wild parsnip at Forest Park Museum,
poison ivy, thistle), animal (white-tailed
Kuehn Conservation Area, and Voas
deer, striped skunk, mole), and even
Nature Area in locations I like to take
people off trail. I have discovered that it weather condition (blizzard, drought,
is easiest to pull the second year plants flood) you encounter. Can you identify
those three characteristics to everything
(the first year rosettes are difficult to
dislodge) when the ground is soft (after in nature?
TREE TRIMMING
TREE REMOVAL
STUMP GRINDING
FIREWOOD
INJECTIONS
Treat common heath issues due to
bacteria, fungus, and insects

TIM WALTON
cell: 515.212.0421
WaltonTreeService@gmail.com
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Nature Notes
Wrapped Around Your Little Finger and Other (Ancient) Words with Friends
Mike Havlik, Naturalist
In the fall of 2000, I had the opportunity to attend the North American Falconry Meet in Waverly, Iowa. To witness a
peregrine falcon dropping 1,100 feet in a blink of an eye and turn a gray partridge into an aerial eruption of feathers was
a sight to behold. To see its human caretaker swinging a lure to bring the bird back under control was breathtaking. In
falconry, every technique, piece of equipment, and behavior has a proper name, and several of the words and phrases
they use have crept into our everyday language.
According to the Modern Apprentice, falconry dates back 4000 to 6000 B.C. although there is no concrete evidence
pinpointing those dates. Falcons were given as gifts in China as far back as 2200 B.C. but it is not known if they were
used for hunting or offered as pets. Its popularity peaked in Western Europe between 500 and 1600 A.D. where it was
very much a part of social hierarchy. Falconry is an ancient art form that uses a combination of birds of prey, humans,
and in some cases dogs to capture animals to be harvested for food or clothing. It is speculated that its origins began
with humans stealing food from bird nests. This could have led to a lump on the head, a gash from a talon, or a fall from
a tree. Eventually, someone made the mental leap from taking the food to taking the thing that got the food. As
mentioned, falconry is an art form still practiced today using the same techniques and language that it has for thousands
of years. Perk up your ears and see if these phrases seem familiar.
Lure. A lure is a weighted piece of leather with fur and feathers attached to it. It is tied to a long rope and swung in a
great circle overhead. The falcon thinks it is prey and tries to catch it. Each time the bird passes, the falconer pulls the
lure in a tighter circle so that the bird misses and becomes frustrated. After the
second or third miss the bird is more aggressive. On the final pass the falconer
allows the bird to hit the lure and take it to the ground, talons firmly penetrating
the leather. Lured in, the falconer then grabs the bird’s leather leg straps (called
jesses) and gives the bird a small piece of meat as a reward.
Under your thumb. Falconry birds wear jesses around each leg. These leather
straps hang down, so the falconer can hold onto them. Hanging tight to the jesses
means that if the bird attempts to fly it can’t go anywhere. She is under your
thumb.
Wrapped around your little finger. This is another way for falconers to hang on to
the leather jesses.
Hood winked. When birds have their eyes covered they become calm. Falconers
create leather hoods they cinch over the birds eyes to keep them calm before and
after the hunt. By removing the hood, the falconer can keep the bird focused on
nearby targeted animals, not some far off quarry. Replacing the hood ends the
hunt with the bird thinking it is night.

Stuart Scholz

Marketing Director

1650 SE Holiday Crest Circle
Waukee, IA 50263
T: 1-515-987-4144
F: 1-515-987-5795
C: 1-515-442-3266
sjscholz@watermarkcommunities.com
www.watermarkcommunities.com
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Nature Notes
Fed up. Hunting raptors need to be hungry so they will pursue game
aggressively. The bird gets a tiny bit of meat from each kill while the rest
goes into the game bag. After doing this several times the bird may have had
enough meat and no longer want to hunt. The bird is fed up meaning its crop
is full.
Bouzer. A bouzer is a bird that drank too much. Hungry birds sometimes
drink a lot of water, filling their crops. Either way, birds are then too full to
fly or no longer motivated by hunger.
Rouse. When a bird’s feathers get out of place they will simultaneously lift
them all up, then shake hard to readjust them back down in their proper
positions. This is called a rouse or rousing. A rouse usually means to wake
someone up. Arouse means to get excited.
End of my rope. When falcons aren’t hunting they are set on a perch not far
off of the ground. Jesses are tied to a leash that in turn is tied to the perch.
When a bird becomes anxious, it tries to fly away until the leashes pull it
back. It is at the end of their leash or rope. This behavior is called bating. Young birds especially will do this repeatedly
until they tire out which also leads to the term bated breath.
Haggard. The term used for a wild hawk that can’t be
fully trained is haggard. Shakespeare used the term in
several of his plays to describe women who wouldn’t
be fully obedient to their husbands. Haggard is also a
term used to describe migrating birds captured late in
the year when they have old, worn feathers and are part
way through the molt. They also appear thin and tired
from traveling great distances.

“In falconry, every technique, piece of
equipment, and behavior has a proper
name, and several of the words and
phrases they use have crept into our
everyday language.”

Tercel. The falconry term for a male bird is a tercel, an old French word meaning one third. Most birds of prey have
sexual dimorphism where the male is about one third smaller than the female. In falconry, if someone said they were
hunting with a peregrine, you would assume that they were hunting with a female bird. A tercel peregrine meant hunting
with a male bird. In Romeo and Juliet, Juliet uses this verse as she is pining for her lover, “Hist! Romeo, hist! O, for the
falconer’s voice, To lure this tercel-gentle back again!” Several years ago Toyota came out with a vehicle with the same
name, different pronunciation, but it was about a third smaller than the vehicles at that time.
I think word origins are fascinating because they are a living fossil. If you would like to investigate some other words
rooted in falconry look these up: gorge, codger, caddy, chaperone, one fell swoop, gripe, and eyes like a hawk.

Peters Service Center
98 West Willis—Perry

Pop, Beer, Snacks, Ice,
Propane, Kerosene, Diesel

4 Seasons Car Wash
East Willis—Perry

West End Car Wash
West Willis—Perry

*$3 automatic car wash with
gas purchase
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Fall 2019 Events Calendar
Group leaders please contact our
office for programming and scheduling.

September
Swift Night Out
Thursday, September 19, 6:45 p.m.—7:45 p.m.
Downtown Perry
Chimney swifts are little flying cigars with falcon-like
wings. They have short, rapid wing beats and a staccato
song to match. They get their name from their speed and
the habit of nesting inside chimneys. In the fall, they
congregate in large numbers and as dusk falls they create
large flocks that form into swirling vortexes. As they
descend into the chimney they appear to be “vacuumed
up”. Come join a DCCB naturalist for a public viewing of
this avian spectacle. This date corresponds to the Perry
Farmers’ Market from 4-7 p.m. Hit the Market, but linger
for a bit to watch the birds. Meet us at the DCCB booth at
the Market by 7 p.m. or meander over to the corner of
Warford and 2nd Street by 7:15 p.m. to observe chimney
swifts in action.

October
Nature Play Day: Rock Day
Saturday, October 5, 10:00 a.m.—11:30 a.m.
Snyder Tract, N. Raccoon River Wildlife Area
(SW of Minburn off Minburn Road on west side of river)
Preregistration is required for this free program.
Find treasures, build a cairn, skip a stone, find a lucky
rock (one with a hole in it) or a whistle rock (ask Cindy).
Come with a bucket to keep your treasures, and wear
shoes than can get wet. Weather and water levels
permitting. Pre-register so we can contact you if changes
need to be made.

Arboretum Amble
Saturday, September 28, 1:30 p.m.—2:30 p.m.
Forest Park Museum
Pre-registration appreciated for this free program.
Learn the history of the arboretum on a guided amble
through the trees and shrubs planted on the grounds of
Forest Park Museum. You might see specimens you never
thought to look for in central Iowa! Weather permitting.

Adult Wilderness Trek 2020 Planning Meeting
Wednesday, October 9, 7:30 p.m.—9 p.m.
Kuehn Conservation Area
Potential Trekkers for the DCCB Adult Wilderness
Backpacking Trek of 2020, this is your third invitation to
learn of this unique opportunity. The One Small StepWilderness event will engage you in a walking
conversation, sauntering about the trails at Kuehn. In
addition to getting an exposure to hiking, participants will
have the opportunity to quiz the trek leaders with any
questions they have concerning their acceptance of
DCCB’s Wilderness invitation. Our walkabout will end
around a campfire, where the application process and
timeline for the 2020 Trek will be shared.

High Trestle Hawk Watch
Sunday, September 29, 10:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
High Trestle Trail overlook
Come join several “hawkers” as they watch the river of
raptors move south along the Des Moines River. They
will be helping new and experienced birders identify the
birds as they pass by. Viewing will be on the west
overlook on the Woodward side of the High Trestle
Bridge. Parking is on the east side off of QF in Boone
County. A half mile walk on level ground is required.

Hip, Hip, Hooray!
Saturday, October 26, 1:30 p.m.—2:30 p.m.
Forest Park Museum
Pre-registration is required for this free program.
Hip, hip, Hooray! This year was
great for our roses at Forest
Park. Rose seed pods, called
hips, are full of vitamin C and
natural beauty. Join our rose hip
harvest and learn how to start
roses from seed, make rose hip
tea, or create some lovely
natural seasonal decorations.

Don’t Miss Out

Sign up for the weekly Dallas County
Conservation Board eNews by emailing
ken.keffer@dallascountyiowa.gov
or calling 515-465-3577
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Fall 2019 Events Calendar
70th Anniversary Sand County Almanac
Leopold Series

Nature Pop Up Programs

2019 marks the 70th anniversary of one of
the most iconic literary works in the
conservation field, A Sand County Almanac
by Aldo Leopold. A native Iowan, Leopold
is considered to be the father of the modern
day science of ecology. DCCB is
celebrating this milestone throughout the
year by offering a series of programs
inviting the public to come to know, or in
some cases reexamine, the ideas Leopold
presented in this book. Sign up for our
eNews or follow online for more info.

Snake Feeding
most Mondays, 10:00 a.m., call ahead to confirm
Forest Park Museum
Free, no registration required
Join us for a chance to see our collection of snakes eat
their tasty weekly meals and learn about the other Dallas
County critters in our live collection. These
underappreciated animals play important roles in our
ecosystems and have some “superpowers” to share.

November

Salamander Crossing
Voas Nature Area
In early October, when the
weather is cool and damp
hundreds of tiger salamanders
migrate from the field and
ditches surrounding Voas back
into their overwintering
wetlands. If you’d like to witness this amazing yearly
journey, look for online announcements on our Facebook,
when we notice the salamanders are on the move.

Voas Stewardship Day
Saturday, November 2, 9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.
Voas Nature Area
Preregistration is required for this free program.
Have you ever asked yourself if there was a good way
you could help wildlife? For the last 4 summers DCCB
has invited 14 volunteers between the ages of 10 and 14
years of age to help clear an oak-savanna area that has
been overgrown. Last year we invited the public to help
continue to clear the understory at this site. It was a huge
success. We have had many adults who missed the event
ask if we would be doing this again. The answer is yes!
Summer is hot with mosquitos and poison ivy. Fall is
crisp with no bugs or foliage. We will be using hand saws
and loppers to clear honeysuckle, dogwood and small
trees. Come help us liberate these smothered “wolf” oaks.
We will have you home before the kickoff of your
favorite team.

When it Snows We Ski!
Voas Nature Area
Select weekends and school holidays throughout the
winter, if there are 4 or more inches of snow on the
ground and a naturalist is available, we will host a ski
program. We have boots and skis for people with shoe
sizes ranging from youth 12—1 on up to adult sizes 10.5.
The specific dates and times will vary. You can call or
email to put your name on a contact list for notification of
dates, look for updates on our Facebook or contact us on a
Friday before a weekend that looks likely. We hope to see
you on skis! Cost is $3.00 per person for ski rental.

December
Dallas County Christmas Bird Count
Saturday, December 21
Preregistration is required for this free program.
Come join DCCB and Raccoon River Watershed
Association for a day of birding with a purpose. Each year
local bird clubs gather around the Christmas holiday to
take a “snapshot” of what birds are in their area. This
information is sent to the National Audubon Society
which looks at the long term health of bird populations
over the last 100 years. Participants are divided into
groups, each with an experienced birder in a different
location in the county. We usually hike in the morning
and drive the area in the afternoon. It does not matter if
you are a beginning or experienced birder, the day is
filled with beauty and opportunities for learning.

For more information or to register for
any of our programs, contact:
Dallas County Conservation Board
14581 K Avenue Perry, IA 50220
515-465-3577
Office Hours: M-F 8 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
conservation@dallascountyiowa.gov
www.dallascountyiowa.gov/conservation
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram
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Nature Notes
Stand Inside the Stories of this Land
Chris Adkins, Environmental Education
Coordinator/Naturalist

One of the mantras of DCCB’s Environmental Education
program has long been an open invitation to “Come Stand
Inside the Stories of this Place and Experience the
Memory of the Land”. I will share with you here two
recent events at Kuehn Conservation Area that have
embraced this mantra, and extended it by inviting you to
further join us in writing new stories on this land.

EARLHAM
BUILDING
CENTER

On June 15th, some 80 learners gathered at Kuehn for the
Healing of the Mounds Ceremony. Lara Noldner, with the
University of Iowa Office of the State Archaeologist and
Galen Drapeau and Rob Knuth, Elders from the Native
Community, told the story of Kuehn’s mounds, their
builders and the history of their protection and
preservation. Following this presentation, participants
were invited to walk the trail to the mounds. The group
transported soil from the river valley, to heal the mounds
by filling in a wound left by an earlier visitor who had
desecrated this sacred site.

170 S CHESTNUT
EARLHAM, IA 50072
515-758-2101
www.earlhambuildingcenter.com

Participants joined Galen, Rob and Irma Wilson White in
a healing ceremony at the mound site writing a new story
on the landscape at Kuehn. Elder Rob Knuth spoke of a
new story for the future, with a healed relationship
between the archaeologists, the current residents of Dallas
County, the indigenous peoples of this place, and the
Elders honored by the mounds. Together, marked by this
event, and the new story it was writing, all parties can
now walk forward. New relationships are being formed
not only with one another, but also with the land.
Following this ceremony, Rob
escorted Lara to the river’s edge
at Kuehn. A stone carried to this
event was cast out into the
waters of the Raccoon
generating an expanding circle
of ripples. Rob encourage all to
understand that these expanding
circles represented the days
events. The impact of this story
written here at Kuehn also
created an outward arching set
of ripples, representing the parties gather here, moving
forward together to write a new story. Seen in the ripples
extending downstream in the waters of the Raccoon, some
of these new stories will be easy for us to write.
Conversely, seen in the ripples pushing against the
current, upstream in the waters of the Raccoon, other
stories will require much effort on our parts. It is good to
know however, that the story has begun.
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Nature Notes
Connie Saylor-Johnson Celebration of Life Ceremony
Savannah Restoration at Kuehn Conservation Area Mounds
Volunteer Crew, August 10, 2019

A second recent event at Kuehn also served to illustrate the writing of new stories. On August 10th, another ceremony
was held at Kuehn to remember and honor an elder. This event was the Celebration of Life for Connie Saylor-Johnson.
Connie, was a native Iowan and fellow environmental educator. Connie moved to the Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness of
north-central Idaho some 25 years ago. She extended an invitation to her fellow Iowans to follow her into the Wilds that
became DCCB’s annual Wilderness Backpacking Trek. Over the past 25 summers, some 300 plus pilgrims have accepted
her invitation to search the Wilds for the answers to their questions.
What do thousands of year old Native American burial mounds at Kuehn have to do with our Wilderness Friend– Connie
Saylor-Johnson? Together, at this place, and on this day, we gathered to honor an Elder. The Lakota term for old woman,
Elder, is Winukula, meaning “she who has great wisdom”. For the former pilgrims that have answered DCCB’s, and
Connie’s invitation to wander the Wilderness of the Selway-Bitterroot, Connie was indeed one of great wisdom. Her
work in Wilderness preservation and education changed the trajectory of the lives of each of us pilgrims.

We stood inside the stories of this sacred place to experience the memory of this land. One of these stories, from those of
long ago, is remembering the honoring of Elders. The savannah restoration work by the group, writing a new story on
this landscape, is also a story of honoring, friendship, respect, thanksgiving, is now part of the restoration, re-story-a-tion,
of our place.
Rob Knuth closed our day at the mounds, singing a Lakota thank you song. The mounds will now serve as a gathering
place for DCCB programming. It will be a site of community, ceremony– reminding us to remember to remember.
Closing came for this group as we together cast our voices out across the wooded hills and river valley at Kuehn.
Following a tradition of the Wilderness Trek, we called out, “Connie Saylor, can you hear me? You are my friend.”
Connie’s spirit will now walk the wild places that she loved and shared with us. She, and this group of her friends seen
here, have become a new story written on the land.

Join us as we continue to step inside the stories of this place, experience the memory of this land,
and write our stories as our ripples continue expanding outward.
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Dallas County Conservation Board
Fall in Dallas County
Greg Sieck, Natural Resource Manager
The leaves of change have turned as there’s a new brisk breeze blowing. Whether you’re gearing up
for opening day of pheasant season or getting ready to chase elusive whitetail deer, fall has arrived.
This is the time I feel most alive. All the preparations leading up to opening day of bow season are
about to be put to the test. I grab my bow and out the door I go to watch mother nature come alive.
SELECT HUNTING SEASONS
Dove Season: September 1 - November 21. This can be some of the most exciting
wing shooting you’ll ever have. You can find multiple dove food plots on our areas;
Big Bend Wildlife Area, Kuehn Conservation Wildlife Area, and Hanging Rock
Wildlife Area. A quick call to the DCCB administration office (515-465-3577) can
help guide you in the right direction to the plots. The vast wildlife areas can be
expansive, making the plots difficult to find.
Squirrel Season: August 31 - January 31 (Red and Gray). This is a great time to
teach the youth of today lessons and get them in the outdoors. If you find the
hardwood timber, you’ll surely find the squirrels. We have a few areas that come to
mind. You can try Big Bend Wildlife Area and Kuehn Conservation Area.
Pheasant Season: October 26 - January 10 with a youth season October 19 & 20. DCCB offers a youth only hunting spot
at Voas Nature Area. A special use permit must be obtained from the DCCB office prior to hunting. This area was
established to increase the number of youth participating in wildlife and hunting activities and to preserve the hunting
heritage for present and future generations. Not only do we have upland habitat for youth, but we also have plenty of
wildlife management areas for everyone to utilize for hunting and non-hunting purposes combined.
HUNTING AREA HIGHLIGHTS
Big Bend Wildlife Area, near Redfield: Diverse habitats including river bottom
timber, upland forest, and re-established prairie.
Hanging Rock Conservation Area, near Redfield: Hunters will find woodlands, a
wetland area, plus fields of prairie and food plots to explore.
Kuehn Conservation Area, near Earlham: Area consists of prairie, woodland, and
crop fields along South Raccoon River.

Voas Nature Area, near Minburn: A prairie and wetland complex is found at Voas.
Numerous detailed maps highlighting all Dallas County Conservation Board hunting properties are available online.

WILLIAM L. CLARK CPCU
Broker Associate
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Wildlife Management
FALL CAMPING OPTIONS
Fall is a great season for hitting the trails and enjoy the cool autumn nights. Dallas
County Conservation Board has plenty of camping options from rustic tent sites to a
restored historic stagecoach inn.
Sportsman Park, near Dawson, provides the camping atmosphere along with a few
amenities that make camping comfortable. Tent and RV sites are available, or you
can rent one of two all-season cabins.
Kuehn Conservation Area, near Earlham, is the place to go if you’d rather rough it.
Tent camping only is allowed at Kuehn and is accessed by walking the service road.
Area #1 is set up for 3-4 tents and is 1/4 mile walk from restrooms & Nature
Center parking lot. Area #2 is in the lower prairie along the South Raccoon River. This is between a 1/2 and 3/4 mile
hike.
Glissman Lodge, west of Adel, is a modern lodge nestled in 60 acres of woods off of Panther Creek Road. The house can
sleep up to 8 people. A 7.5 acre fishing pond is also on location. Closes for winter.
Dayton Stagecoach Inn, south of Bouton, was built in 1868 and sits along the old Des Moines to Fort Dodge stagecoach
route. This restored inn sleeps up to 9 people. The secluded spot is conveniently located only a few minutes drive from
the High Trestle and Raccoon River Valley Trails. Closes for winter.
Availability and reservations are now through the state-wide
My County Parks system at www.mycountyparks.com.
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Discover Dallas County: Dexter
In 1948 Dexter, Iowa, hosted the National Soil Conservation Field Days
and Plowing Matches. President Harry S. Truman addressed the crowd
of thousands. In 2010, the site was marked with a monument and this
restored plow donated by the family of Vern and Arlene Reynolds.
Vern Reynolds, a local farmer, paid $35 for this used International
Harvester two-bottomed plow in the 1950s. The plow, known as the
“Little Genius” was manufactured from 1928—1963. The later built
plows were equipped with rubber tires, a big improvement over the
steel wheels. Similar plows were used during the 1948 plowing contests.
This once rusty plow was restored to its original colors in 2009.

DAN BRUBAKER ENTERPRISES

Where family
is more than
our name.

DRAINAGE AND WATER MANAGEMENT SPECIALIST
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
515-436-7691
800-565-0029
515-238-7875 cell

Dan Brubaker, Owner

720 1st Ave., Perry
(515) 465-5180 - www.familycu.com

223 Main St. P.O. Box 132
Rippey, IA 50234

DJ Services

Law Offices of
Finneseth, Dalen & Powell, P.L.C.

Septic system maintenance and tank pumping
2460 337th Street
Perry, IA 50220
(515) 436-7212
(515) 339-5718
Daryle Bennett II

1401 Willis Avenue, Perry
Offices in Perry and Jefferson
Phone (515) 465-4641 (Perry)
Phone (515) 385-3151 (Jefferson)

C. Scott Finneseth
DuWayne J. Dalen
Mark J. Powell
John C. Powell

West Property Management, LLC

HARLAND ACE HARDWARE, INC.

Jeff Westendorf, CMCA

President & Community Manager

628 1ST AVENUE
PERRY, IA 50220
515-465-2177

5550 Wild Rose Lane Suite 400
West Des Moines, IA 50266-5304
Ph. 515.778.7590
jeff@west-property.com
www.west-property.com
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Trail Talk
Repair Stations at RRVT Trailheads
Curt Cable, Natural Resource Manager
There are few things worse than blowing a tire. At least when your car gets a flat, the jack and a spare are usually
already in the vehicle. Have you ever been riding your bike and punctured a tire? Do you have the tools to fix the
problem? Carrying the proper equipment to fix your bike when it breaks down is always a good idea, but one that is
often overlooked when preparing for a ride. These tools can be cumbersome to your average recreational biker, but
there is a solution.
Thanks to numerous generous donors and the Raccoon River Valley Trail Association, you will soon be covered at
each of the trailheads. In Dallas County, the Conservation Board plans to have at least one bike repair station at
each trailhead in the near future. This summer, two brand new repair stations were installed in Redfield
and at Forest Park Museum, near Perry. Additional stations will be installed at three more locations in Dawson,
Minburn, and Linden.
The repair stations come with almost every tool for anything from airing up a tire to replacing a broken spoke. You
can even adjust your brakes at the trailside repair stations. Your bike might seem to be in good shape, but that is not
always the case. It is good practice to check your bike over before going riding. With the help of the repair stations,
you can check your tire pressure and tighten up any loose nuts and bolts before you start riding.
Our agency does our best to keep the trails clean, but with fall in full swing, expect to see a little more tree debris
on the trails. This can lead to broken spokes and flat tires. A stop at a repair station can keep those pedals turning
and the adventures rolling.

www.raccoonvalleybank.com
Adel—Dallas Center—Minburn—Perry
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