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Planting of Seeds “Again”
Mike Wallace, Director
Spring is usually the time we think about planting seeds, trees, crops, etc. But there are
different types of seeds that are planted sometimes, and those are the planting of seeds of
thought or seeds of opportunities.
We plant seeds of opportunities for several
diverse projects. Many times it takes a long time
for the seed (project) to grow. Land acquisitions
for example, take a long time. Recently a bill
was submitted in the state legislature that would
significantly reduce the ability to acquire
property from willing sellers to be used for the
public good. This would reduce the ability to
plant the seeds of improving our environment,
enhancing our water quality efforts, educating
our youth, and providing recreation activities.
We hope that this type of proposed change is
not allowed to proceed as it simply does not
meet with the desires of our local citizens in
Dallas County.

Treefrog Tale
Bucket List Birding
Spring Waterfowl
Migration
Calendar of Events
Environmental
Optimism
New Audiovisuals
at Forest Park

In 1962 the people of Dallas County voted to authorize a Conservation Board with the
purpose to acquire and develop museums, county parks, preserves, forests, wildlife, and
other conservation resources; and to provide environmental programming, to cultivate
citizenship and a conservation ethic. The Conservation Board sets policy and oversees the
activities of the Conservation Department. The Conservation Board is dedicated to the
protection of natural resources for the inspiration, use and enjoyment of the public. Our
updated Strategic Plan supported our Mission Statement of “To protect, preserve, and
enhance our natural resources by providing opportunities to improve the public’s quality
of life through environmental education, ecosystem management, outdoor recreation, and
historic preservation.”
continued on page 2
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Woodland/Prairie Perspectives
Harry Stine has been another supporter of our department’s
efforts. With a similar interest in land protection and
conservation, he has helped with several land protection
Constructing major trails takes a long time. Constructing
facilities like lodges, museums, etc., takes a long time. But projects. On his own he has literally planted seeds of
they all start with an idea, a thousand dollars here and there opportunities for habitat protection and recreation
and then all of a sudden, even though it took several years, opportunities.
you have something to be proud of. We are an impatient
The VanKirk family from Perry has been a supporter of our
society wanting instant results. When someone donates
department in many ways over the past several years. From
money to our department sometimes they think a project
providing
financial support to donating land for our trail
should happen right away. It takes time to let the seeds of
project
they
have helped start the process of completing
opportunity grow.
projects one piece at a time.
The return on our time or the growth opportunities of what
The Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation has been around for
our environmental education staff are involved in most
a
long time and they are a consistent partner in everything
times are not seen for several years down the road. A
we
do. Their logo in fact is similar to my theme of this
student in school may have picked up on one thing at a
article. They have an acorn as their so called logo, with the
presentation by a naturalist, perhaps understanding the
value of wildlife habitat. Then 15-20 years later as an adult saying attached to it that says “For Those Who Follows”.
they purchase or donate a valuable piece of property to help Planting the “acorn” or seed, creates opportunities and is
done “for those who follows”. Their endeavors and projects
protect our natural resources. Maybe someone had a very
positive experience using our trail one time. They then see take time, and with support like the above mentioned
individuals, they too can continue doing what they can for
that we are trying to enhance or expand the trail
our environment, again, many times several years down the
opportunities and want to help financially to assist in the
road.
trail providing a positive experience for others.
Planting of Seeds “Again” continued from page 1

With the population growth in Dallas County, including the
significant growth in the number of students in our area
school districts, the environmental education section of our
department cannot keep up with the demands for our
services. We recently requested an increase in staff to help
enhance our efforts in environmental education.
Unfortunately that request for staff was not approved this
year. On a positive note, perhaps we have planted a seed
this year so that those involved can now understand the
importance of additional staff needed to educate our youth
and the additional staff may happen next year. Is this
process actually a seed planted to help plant additional
seeds for our future quality of life and environmental
education, let’s hope so!

Let’s not forget our members of our County Conservation
Boards (volunteers). They too assist in providing decisions
and direction for the future of our natural resources.

People and entities such as: Dallas County Conservation
Foundation, Raccoon River Valley Trail Association,
Glissman Family, Voas Family, Eugene Hastie, Bill
Wagner Family, Fazel Family, Snyder Family, Bob Crowl
Family, Warren Smith, Bock Family Foundation, Dallas
County Foundation, Dallas County Pheasants Forever
Chapter, Dallas County Ducks Unlimited, Raccoon River
Watershed Association have all helped in many ways. The
listing of people and entities above is in no way meant to
say that only those listed supported and helped our
We have had several individuals in the past provide us with
department. There are many others that have helped and
seeds of opportunities. Jerry Kuehn (Kuehn Conservation
will continue to help plant seeds of opportunities for our
Area) and his family have been great supporters of our
department. Many of them have done things on their own
programs, both financial and with general support. He is
very much aware and supportive of what we do and totally and without any recognition, whatsoever. We thank all of
understands that things take time. A donation from him may you for your support. Perhaps in some way YOU can also
not pay off for several years down the road.
step up and help us with our planting of seeds.

Spring* &
Summer
Rentals

Booking Now
www.mycountyparks.com
515-465-3577
*opening in spring as weather allows
Dayton Stagecoach Inn

Glissman Lodge Pond
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Conservation Update
Winter Habitat Helps Wildlife
Justin Smith, Deputy Director/Biologist
As I sit down to write this “spring” newsletter article, I
look out the window and see a very deep and long lasting
snowpack covering everything. While Iowa’s wildlife is
adapted to survive these conditions, extended periods of
snow cover and arctic temperatures can be very detrimental
over time. Luckily, there are things you can do to help, and
“spring” is an excellent time to plan and execute these
projects.
Iowa experienced heavy snow throughout the winter
months. Snow and cold weather can be hard on wildlife if
exposed for long periods of time. Hypothermia, starvation,
disease, as well as heightened risk of predation are some of
the challenges presented to wildlife caught in the cold.
These risks can be alleviated if adequate winter cover is
provided during the colder months. When winter cover is
properly placed, long-term security is offered for many
Wetlands with a heavy cattail component also provide a
species of wildlife.
considerable amount of winter cover. Cattails can flourish
if damp soil or shallow water is provided and sufficient
Depth and density of cover is critical. Any winter cover,
nutrients are available.
whether natural or planted, should be no less than 100-150
feet in depth in order to provide an adequate area for
Woody plantings can provide excellent winter protection
snowcatch and cover. Large blocks of native grass are a
for wildlife when constructed properly. Too many farms
very good source of winter cover for wildlife. Taller native and acreages have windbreaks of only 2 or 3 rows of trees
grasses stand up very well to heavy snow and provide areas and shrubs. This is not an adequate amount of cover to
for snowcatch as well as protection from arctic winds.
help wildlife through severe snowstorms. Long, narrow,
When a forb component is added to these plantings, a food field shelterbelts of only 1 or 2 rows are very useful in
source is available to wildlife as well as cover. Solid stands reducing wind erosion, but they have minimal value for
of switchgrass can provide some of the best winter cover
wildlife in winter. In fact, creatures seeking shelter in such
available. However, switchgrass can be aggressive and
plantings during severe snowstorms may find them to be a
should be planted and managed accordingly. Seeding rates winter death trap. They do provide some value for songbird
for native grass plantings intended as winter cover should nesting and as wildlife travel corridors, but don’t expect
be heavy. Although these thicker stands of grass are not
them to provide critical winter cover.
ideal nesting habitat in the spring, they are welcomed and
continued on page 14
heavily used by many types of wildlife in the winter.
Your Waukee Cycling Hub
Happy Hours 2-6pm everyday
1/2 price flatbreads & tacos
$1 off bar beverages
Live Bands Saturday Nights!
Free kids meals on Sundays
with the purchase of an adult meal.

One block south of the RRVT!
Hours 11 am—close
50 SE Laurel St., Waukee
515.987.9604 www.mickeyswaukee.com

Selfie Station Coming
Summer 2019

#thisisiowa #mycountyparks
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Wildlife Management
Ice Out Catfishing
Greg Sieck, Natural Resources Manager
One of the best times to catch channel catfish is right after ice out. This is when the ice leaves the rivers and lakes. When the
bodies of water begin to warm, the catfish go in search of food. Channel catfish are good to eat and put up a fun fight. If
you've never experienced catfishing, I'd highly recommend giving these fish some time and attention this spring. Don’t just
write them off until the summer months.
Where to go?
The Raccoon River here in Dallas County is a great place to start. Beaver Lake is also
another good public body of water to try out. We have multiple areas in our county to
wet a line as these are just some of them. My best days spent spring fishing is when the
sun is shining and the weather is warm. These fish will be more active in the middle of
the day.
What to look for?
Areas with deeper holes or shallow flats depending on the particular day. With colder
water the channel catfish will school up in certain areas in the river, usually gathering in
deeper holes. With warming water temperatures look for shallow flats. Dams and eddies
also provide excellent habitat for catfish.
Bait and tackle?
Sonny’s stink bait and chicken liver are my favorite two baits for catching channel
catfish. You can use live bait to better your odds of catching the channel catfish’s cousin,
the flathead catfish, but I’d stick to stink baits this time of year when targeting channel
catfish. You can use any setup that’s readily available to you. I suggest a medium action
pole with a bait caster that has a bait clicker option on it. The bait clicker alerts you to
any sudden line movement you may miss otherwise.
Get out and enjoy all of what Dallas County has to offer, and hopefully I’ll see you out fishing this spring!

HARLAND ACE HARDWARE, INC.
628 1ST AVENUE
PERRY, IA 50220
515-465-2177

Jason Heiden
Territory Development Manager
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702 SE Raccoon Street
Des Moines, IA 50309
515-244-4271 Ext. 2223
Cell 515-360-9490
Fax 515-244-4273
800-422-7563 Ext. 2223
jheiden@diamondoilco.com

Nature Notes
About the time you receive this newsletter, we hope the weather has
stared to warm and spring has sprung! Open your windows and
listen to the spring chorus of birds and frogs singing their mating
tunes and consider the following true…

Treefrog Tale
Cindy Blobaum, Naturalist
This (edited) text exchange happened on
February 12 & 13, 2019:
Hi Cindy – I found a treefrog in the kitchen- what should I do
with her?
(Putting it) in a small box or plastic tub in your basement is
your best bet for now so it can slowly cool down. Then…bring
it in to our fridge.
Where do you think she was hiding? In a plant or a piece of
firewood brought in? Should I put water in the container?

DJ Services

A damp sponge would be great. And likely the
firewood….Frog’s blood fills with sugar in the winter so they
can withstand freezing.

Septic system maintenance and tank pumping

How weird is it that I just found another treefrog on the
kitchen floor? What is going on?
It’s an invasion! They love you. Let’s just hope they aren’t in
the Valentine’s Day mating mood.
Separate containers haha! Let’s hope it’s a sign of spring!
continued on page 15

WILLIAM L. CLARK CPCU
Broker Associate

1106 Willis Avenue
Perry, IA 50220
(515) 453-5883 Office
(515) 240-1523 Cell
bclark@iowarealty.com
www.iowarealty.com

Law Offices of
Finneseth, Dalen & Powell, P.L.C.

1401 Willis Avenue, Perry
Offices in Perry and Jefferson
Phone (515) 465-4641 (Perry)
Phone (515) 385-3151 (Jefferson)

C. Scott Finneseth
DuWayne J. Dalen
Mark J. Powell
John C. Powell
G. Robert Sackett (retired)
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2460 337th Street
Perry, IA 50220
(515) 436-7212
(515) 339-5718
Daryle Bennett II

Nature Notes
25 Must See
Dallas County Birds
Ο Trumpeter Swan
Ο Ruddy Duck
Ο Hooded Merganser
Ο Red-shouldered Hawk
Ο Osprey
Ο American Kestrel
Ο Sandhill Crane
Ο American Woodcock
Ο Barred Owl
Ο Eastern Whip-poor-will
Ο Chimney Swift
Ο Ruby-throated Hummingbird
Ο Pileated Woodpecker
Ο Eastern Kingbird
Ο Yellow-billed Cuckoo
Ο Eastern Bluebird
Ο Great-tailed Grackle
Ο Baltimore Oriole
Ο Summer Tanager
Ο Cedar Waxwing

Bucket List Birding
By Mike Havlik
Many of us are on social media these days. One phenomenon born out of this
new communication is the social media challenge. Participants are provoked
to try something that seems risky, yet possible. Recent examples have
included dumping ice cold water on you head, ingesting a teaspoon of
cinnamon, or seeing how many marshmallows you can stuff in your mouth.
The challenge is doable, but with the risk of possible negative side effects
including injury, hospitalization, or even death.
That is why I am proposing a different kind
of challenge. Twenty-five Dallas County birds Theoretically in early
you need to see before you die. Risky, yes.
May one could
Doable, absolutely. The fact is that all 25
complete
the list in a
species exist in Dallas County during at least a
Big Day. Is anyone up
portion of the year. The majority of them are
found on conservation board properties. These
for that challenge?
birds are stunning to view, have interesting
calls and unique behaviors. Some are easy to
observe. Maybe in a backyard or on a trip to the mall. Others will take
patience, hard work, and maybe even a fair bit of luck.
The risk might involve a float down the Raccoon River, hiking down a steep
slope, or parking on the side of a gravel road. Sitting at the Jordon Creek
Mall watching osprey pluck koi from the reflection pond has risks of its own.
As for the social and media aspects of this challenge, you decide. Do you
want to do this alone or in the company of others? Do you want to post it on
your social media platforms? Do you want to post it on ours? Give us a shout
-out! It might be fun to see how many people are attempting the challenge
and where they are in their efforts. Again you decide.
Maybe you are a new birder, or perhaps you just aren’t sure where to look.
Good news. Dallas County Conservation Board is having a Big Year Birding
Challenge. We are offering multiple public birding events throughout the
year at several of our conservation and nature areas and parks. We will be
making every effort to see these 25 species on our outings, as well as other
birds. We will also be posting where these birds are being seen by our staff in
the field.
A bucket list? Educational opportunity? Slightly odd hobby? All of the
above! Most importantly, it aims to create an awareness of what kind of
beauty we have right in our own county. May your days be filled with the
things that give pleasure to the senses and nourish the soul.

Ο Northern Cardinal
Ο American Goldfinch

Connect with Dallas County Conservation Board

Ο Indigo Bunting
Ο Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Ο Yellow-headed Blackbird

eNews
6

Trail Talk
Spring Waterfowl Migration Along The Raccoon River Valley Trail
By Curt Cable
Trying to write an article for the spring
newsletter is taking some major mental
fortitude. It is 10 degrees Fahrenheit outside
and the ground is covered with snow.
Another major winter storm just swept
through Dallas County and left behind a
mess of drifts.

Interested in birding?
Check out the spring birding
programs listed on pages 8 & 9.

To Perry

Last year by mid-February we were already
experiencing the beginning of the spring
waterfowl migration. A recent Facebook
memory reminded me that thousands of
snow geese and greater white-fronted geese
were swirling around the Dallas County
skies on February 27, 2018. Weather and
open water impact the arrival of ducks and
geese. But with our current conditions and
the extended forecast, migration will likely
be delayed a few more weeks this year.
For waterfowl diversity, peak migration is generally in March. In past years we have seen major waterfowl movements
make their way through Dallas County. One of the best pit stops for the birds is at the wetland mitigation bank at Voas
Nature Area near Minburn. If you have never seen the spring waterfowl migration, then you need to make this the year
you do so. Hurry though, by mid to late April most species move north.
The diversity of waterfowl species seen can go overlooked by the massive number of geese. Careful examination will
reveal a variety of ducks including blue-winged teal, northern pintail, and canvasback. You may also see a variety of
other birds including yellow-headed blackbird, great-tailed grackle, sandhill crane, and an occasional white-faced ibis.
After the major migration has come and gone, the area still hosts a variety of nesting birds like ruddy duck, mallard,
wood duck, dickcissel, red-winged blackbird, American bittern, and an occasional trumpeter swan.
The beauty can be seen from afar as massive flocks are circling their way into the marsh, flying through the crowded
airspace, and landing in tiny open pockets with precision. With a set of binoculars or a spotting scope the beauty can be
viewed up close. Birds are in full spring plumage as they try to guise themselves as the perfect mate. The beauty goes
deeper than sight, and if you take a moment and close your eyes, your ears fill with a symphony of sounds that cannot
be reproduced in any studio.

Ruddy Duck

Yellow-headed Blackbird
7

USFWS

USFWS

USFWS

When you are on the Raccoon River Valley Trail this spring keep an eye to the sky. Take a seat on the newly installed
bench that was donated to us last summer. Make a stop at the Voas wetland. From the trail take a short walk back in a
little ways. You will not regret your decision to do so, and you should be able to checkoff a few of the “25 Must See
Dallas County Birds” (see page 6).

Hooded Merganser

Spring 2019 Events Calendar
SIGN UP NOW

Group leaders please contact our
office for programming and scheduling.

Summer Youth Volunteer Program
Is your child interested in a meaningful
summer of service in the outdoors?
DCCB will once again be hosting a
Summer Youth Volunteer Program.

April
Spring Search

We will be working on a savanna
restoration project began 3 years ago
by volunteers at Voas Nature Area.
There will be an educational component as well and plenty of
time to enjoy nature play. Students ages 10-14 are eligible.
Registration for this program is required. Sign up ear ly as
space is limited. Please only register if you know your child
can attend the majority of dates. June 4th to July 9th meeting
every Tuesday from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Saturday, April 6, 1:00—3:00 p.m.
Kuehn Conservation Area
Pre-registration is required for this free event.
Program is weather dependent.
After a long-lasting winter, it is time to get out and explore! Join a
naturalist on a family-friendly outing throughout Kuehn, looking
for wildflowers, deer antlers, and maybe morels!

Make and Take Oriole Bird Feeders
Saturday, April 13th 1:00—2:30 p.m.
Forest Park Museum
Pre-registration is required.
Cost $25.00
Have you ever looked at a beautiful piece of jewelry and said, “I
can’t afford this.” How would you like to lure in a vibrant, flying
jewel that would come annually from Nicaragua to sing in your
yard and welcome spring? DCCB invites you to come build a
Baltimore Oriole bird feeder. Oriole feeders are unique in that they
are designed to hold oranges and grape jelly, a favorite treat of this
bird. This particular design is water resistant. We will have staff,
building materials and tools for assembly.

May
Nature Play Day
Saturday May 4, 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.
Voas Nature Area
Free, no registration required.
Ready to get wet and muddy? This nature play day is all about
exploring the wetlands, catching frogs, looking for worms and
making mud pies. Wear your oldest clothes, old shoes that tie, and
bring a towel and change of clothes.

Spring River Paddling & Birding Float
Raccoon River: Redfield Dam to Pleasant Valley

2020 Adult Wilderness Backpacking Trek:
A Shared Wild Story

Saturday, May 4, 1:00—5:00 p.m.
Registration is required for this program.
Kickoff your spring paddling season
with DCCB. Our floats strive to
introduce you to the waters of the three
Raccoon Rivers that traverse our county
and to introduce you to a new contact
point in the wilds of Dallas County. The
wild contact will be the BIRDS as we
link this float with the Big Year Birding
Challenge. Our river corridors represent
some of the best wild habitat remaining.
These linear stretches of wildness are home to a wide array of
feathered wildness. The spring migration of warblers should be at
peak, mixed in with the more common local bird species. This
avian diversity will make this float a wild contact for both the
paddler new to ornithology and the veteran birder. Share a float
and connect to the feathered wilds of our place.

Tuesday, April 16, 7:00—9:00 p.m.
Kuehn Conservation Area
This program is the first call to the adults that have viewed the
images of 20+ years of Dallas County high school students
trekking the wilds of the Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness and
reflected, hey, I would love to do that! Now it’s your turn. The
summer of 2020 will be DCCB’s 3rd Adult Wilderness
Backpacking Trek. At this introductory program, participants from
the 2011 and 2015 treks will share their stories detailing their wild
adventures. DCCB is encouraging you to picture yourself WILD in
the summer of 2020. The goals of DCCB’s 2020 trek are to engage
participants in an exploration of a definition of wilderness. To then
examine the role of, and need for wildness in their lives.
Participants will then be guided through a series of workshops that
will provide them with a skill set in wilderness backpacking,
setting them up for an 11 day trek in the summer of 2020, where
they will travel with DCCB to north-central Idaho, for a personal
pilgrimage into the largest tract of Wilderness in the lower 48.
Entertain the idea of striking out on a Wilderness trail with DCCB,
on a pilgrimage that will forever change your life.

June
Iowa Young Birders Field Trip

Don’t Miss Out

Saturday, June 1
DCCB Naturalists and the Iowa Young Birders are hosting a
special event for youth ages 8-18 years old. The group will hit
Dallas County Hot Spots. Full details available at
www.iowayoungbirders.org.

Sign up for the weekly Dallas County
Conservation Board eNews by emailing
ken.keffer@dallascountyiowa.gov
or calling 515-465-3577
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Spring 2019 Events Calendar
June

70th Anniversary Sand County Almanac
Leopold Series

Solstice, Stars, and Sleepout!

2019 marks the 70th anniversary of one of
the most iconic literary works in the
conservation field, A Sand County
Almanac by Aldo Leopold. A native Iowan,
Leopold is considered to be the father of the
modern day science of ecology. DCCB is
celebrating this milestone throughout the
year by offering a series of programs
inviting the public to come to know, or in
some cases reexamine, the ideas Leopold
presented in this book. Sign up for our eNews or follow online
for more information.

Friday, June 21, 7:00 p.m.—Saturday, June 22, 8:00 a.m.
Hanging Rock Park, Redfield
Join us for a night to remember as we combine all the best in this
summertime special.
Pre-registration is required. Children must be accompanied by
an adult. Come for any part or the entire program. Program is
weather dependent. Participants are responsible for providing
their own tents, camping gear and food.
Schedule: 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. We’ll create our camp. Bring your
tents and gear and set up in a special area. (Tent camping ONLY
allowed this one night ONLY.)
8:00 – 9:30 p.m. Join a group to watch the solstice sunset at the
hilltop rock clock, then hike down to the river, looking for fireflies
and bats, listening for owls and so much more.
9:30 p.m. – ? Bring a blanket to lay on and head out to the open
field for stargazing – the moon won’t rise until after 11!
4:30 a.m. – Get up early to watch the solstice sunrise at the rock
clock on top of the hill before breaking camp and going home for
breakfast.
8:00 a.m. – Camp sites must be taken down and packed.

June
Dallas County Big Year Bird Challenge
Saturday, June 8, 8:00 —11:00a.m.
Kuehn Conservation Area
Registration required for this free program.
This is the second event of our Dallas County Big Year Birding
Challenge. Our goal is to reach 100 species by the end of this
calendar year. Some binoculars and field guides will be available.

Nature Pop Up Programs

Family Fishing Fun
Sunday, June 9, 4:30—6:30 p.m.
Glissman Conservation Area
Pre-registration is appreciated, but not required.
This program is free and weather dependent.
The gates will be open for all visitors and our fishing gear ready to
loan as Dallas County Conservation Board participates in the
annual Iowa Free Fishing Weekend. The Glissman pond has a
good population of bluegill and smallmouth bass, and is a great
place for beginning and experienced anglers.

Snake Feeding
Mondays, 10:00 a.m.
Forest Park Museum
Free, no registration required.
Join us for a chance to see our collection of snakes eat their tasty
weekly meals and learn about the other Dallas County critters in
our live collection. These underappreciated animals play important
roles in our ecosystems and have some “superpowers” to share.

Butterfly Surveys at Forest Park

Healing of the Mounds

To occur on warm (70 + degrees), sunny, calm days.
Walk along with a naturalist to see, identify and count butterflies
along a dedicated 1.5 mile survey route that starts and ends at
Forest Park. In 2018, the survey was completed 16 times between
May 16 and September 4, with 493butterflies from 19 different
species being counted. Call to learn more about voluntary training
programs or to be put on the contact list for this free, recurring
volunteer opportunity.

Saturday, June 15, 2:00—5:00 p.m.
Kuehn Conservation Area
Registration is required for this program.
Sacred sites, burial mounds, of the First Nations Peoples, known
as the Woodland Culture by archaeologists, are found on the south
river ridge, above the Raccoon river, at Kuehn Conservation.
These mounds tell a story not only of Kuehn’s First Peoples, but
also of the European cultures that later came to occupy this river
valley. Join us for this event to come to understand the stories of
these mounds, and also participate in the healing of these mounds.
The mounds’ story will first be told by archaeologists from the
State Office of Archaeology. Learn from these scientists, what
their research has revealed about these First Peoples of Kuehn.
Once you know the science of the Woodland Culture, we will next
invite you to learn Kuehn’s history through the stories told by the
present day Native American community, whose ancestors were
the mound builders. Finally, participants will be invited to share in
a ceremony by the First Nations People to repair physical damage
that desecrated these sacred sites, healing these mounds. DCCB
invites you to step inside the stories at Kuehn, and experience the
memory of this land.

For more information or to register for
any of our programs, contact:
Dallas County Conservation Board
14581 K Avenue Perry, IA 50220
515-465-3577
Office Hours: M-F 8 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
conservation@dallascountyiowa.gov
www.dallascountyiowa.gov/conservation
Follow us on Facebook
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Nature Notes
Environmental Optimism:
Hypo “poor, low” Thesis “idea”
2018-19 Overwintering Monarch Populations
Chris Adkins, Environmental Education
Coordinator/Naturalist
In the Raccoon River Greenbelt 2017 Winter Solstice
Newsletter I penned an article titled Environmental Optimism.
This seemingly oxymoronic heading promised readers that
DCCB would bring you stories of solutions/successes and
reasons for optimism. Not just gloom and doom ecological
crises.

will give you this to consider. The World Wildlife Fund and the
Monarch Butterfly Biosphere Reserve forward the hypothesis of
good weather. A combination of favorable weather conditions
during the monarch’s spring northern migration, combined with
advantageous weather during the summer monarch generations
and fall’s southern migrations, explains the observed
phenomenon. This success story does not exactly exude
solutions and optimism. We just got lucky.
I challenge you to contrast this dumb-luck story with a
hypothesis forwarded by a fifth grade science student. The
veteran of monarch tagging research at Kuehn Conservation
Area this fall, her hypothesis, simply put, attributes the 144%

Consider the graph below and seek optimism.
One assessment – the gloom and doom narrative
– is to recognize the precipitous 90% decline in
overwintering monarch populations in the past
two decades. An alternate view, more optimistic,
recognizes the 144% population increase from
2017-18 to 2018-19. If we unravel this story, can
we find solutions/successes and reasons for
optimism?
Here’s a challenge from the old science teacher in
me. Propose a hypothesis to explain the
optimistic data presented in this graph. As a
refresher course, recall from your middle school
science vocabulary list that a hypothesis is an
educated guess. It is an “If…Then” statement that
attempts to identify the correlative connection
between two observed phenomena by making a
prediction. A better definition is found in the
roots of the word. Hypo “poor, low” and thesis
“idea”. Unlike a theory, a hypothesis is a poor idea because it is
untested. It has not been validated by data.
You are not the first to receive this hypothesis challenge. I have
thrown this challenge at numerous audiences throughout the
winter in our environmental education programs. Dutiful
science students have hypothesized their proposed cause and
effect explanations. The most popular hypothesis has been
predator-prey dynamics. The observed monarch population
increase is caused by a reduction in predation pressures due to
lower numbers in monarch predator populations. This
explanation is rooted in sound, basic ecological principles, but
cannot be connected to any observable fact in the real world.
Birds, primary predators of monarchs, have not exhibited any
measureable decline in population numbers to support the
proposed hypothesis.
The next hypothetical explanation, habitat. Very good students.
The relationship between population numbers and habitat is
inexorable. The 144% more monarchs resulted from increased
monarch habitat. Again, no factual data in the real world
supports this. Advances have been made to increase monarch
habitat acres, some right here at DCCB reconstructed prairies,
but these habitat increase numbers do not explain the
environmental optimism and population increase.
What hypothesis then explains this observed phenomenon? I

population increase to the idea that the monarchs recognize now
that we humans want to help them. We have remembered our
relationships with these winged miracles.
We humans are a part of the wilds, not apart from the wilds. The
butterflies are now coming back because we humans have
changed. For this learner, monarchs are now recognized again
as our relations. This scientist experienced the monarchs
firsthand. She held a monarch, affixed a tag to its wing,
recorded the tagging data, and participating in the research
science of Monarch Watch and the University of Kansas.
Additionally however, she also kissed the monarch goodbye as
she released it back into the wilds, wishing her newfound friend
luck on its trek to Mexico and its overwintering in the oyamel
fir forests. Her science is not based on ecological principles
alone, but is grounded in her heart. Upon hearing this young
scientist’s hypothesis, I became very optimistic.
This is a story of solutions/successes and your reason for
optimism. It is a testament to the value of environmental
education. This young scientist is a genius, and her fieldwork
and hypothesis are models for future successes. Her hypothesis
recognizes that environmental change will only occur when we
remember that there is no split in reality between humans and
the wild. Thus, to step out of our limited definition of self, to
become these wild, natural things and experience them, is to
give life not only to them, but to these parts of ourselves.
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Nature Notes
This kind of change occurs on a
daily basis at the conservation
areas of Dallas County in our
environmental education
programming. Learners weigh
the observed data of science and
challenge “poor ideas” to
determine the correlative
connection between two
observed phenomena in their
predictions. But the real model
for solutions and success is
rooted in the change that occurs
when the lessons are taken to heart.

West Property Management, LLC
Jeff Westendorf, CMCA
President & Community Manager
5550 Wild Rose Lane Suite 400
West Des Moines, IA 50266-5304
Ph. 515.778.7590
jeff@west-property.com
www.west-property.com

Returning to the data displayed in the graph. Let’s not lose track
of the environmental optimism represented in this 144% increase.
However we chose to craft our explanation, the story is
optimistic. What can you do to insure that 2020’s numbers are
equally optimistic? DCCB will continue to invite you to
participate in our ongoing efforts to increase pollinator habitat in
our county. Together we can work to address the habitat variable
in the monarch equation.
I challenge you to embrace the fifth grader’s hypothesis. Can this
upswing in overwintering monarch population numbers be
explained by a paradigm shift in the heart of a young learner?
Will a similar shift in your heart fuel future solutions/successes? I
think we are on to something here. Way more than a “poor idea.”
Count me optimistic.

www.raccoonvalleybank.com
Adel—Dallas Center—Minburn—Perry

Where family
is more than
our name.
720 1st Ave., Perry
(515) 465-5180 - www.familycu.com

DAN BRUBAKER ENTERPRISES
DRAINAGE AND WATER MANAGEMENT SPECIALIST
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
515-436-7691
800-565-0029
515-238-7875 cell

Dan Brubaker, Owner
223 Main St. P.O. Box 132
Rippey, IA 50234
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Thank You to All of the Dallas County Conservation Board Supporters

Backhoe Work

Stuart Scholz
Marketing Director

Water
Sewer
Septic
Tile Repair
Footings

1650 SE Holiday Crest Circle
Waukee, IA 50263
T: 1-515-987-4144
F: 1-515-987-5795
C: 1-515-442-3266

Minor Plumbing
Home and Farm
Maintenance

free estimates

Marty Bennett
19718 Lexington Rd.
Minburn, IA 50167

sjscholz@watermarkcommunities.com
www.watermarkcommunities.com

EARLHAM
BUILDING
CENTER
170 S CHESTNUT
EARLHAM, IA 50072
515-758-2101
www.earlhambuildingcenter.com
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cell # (515) 480-1628
home # (515) 677-2173

Museum Musings
Great New Audiovisuals at Forest Park Museum
Pete Malmberg, Curator
Maintaining, upgrading, and enhancing the exhibits at Forest Park Museum is a constant process. Visitors
appreciate the large number of local and state artifacts on display. Graphic panels describing the exhibits, along
with great lighting, showcase our collection. For the last several years, we have been working to add audiovisual
stories to enhance many of our permanent exhibits.
To create these 2-3 minute video clips is a production. Staff and volunteers must select photos and write scripts to
tell the story of each exhibit. High-level professional audiovisual contractors who specialize in museum displays are
also involved. Our contractor, LTRS LLC, is a Minnesota based organization, with associates living in Iowa. With
over 30 years of experience, LTRS highlights include having designed simulated earthquakes and thunderstorms in
Arkansas, a talking lawnmower in Texas, and animated dinosaurs on the waters of the Great Lakes to name just a
few. Many of these completed projects required the design of specialized electronics and custom programming to
achieve the desired results.
Visitors to Forest Park Museum can now see (and hear) our final products firsthand. Audiovisual presentations have
been installed on local inventor Henry Nelson, the Dallas County railroads, vanishing family farms, business and
industry in Dallas County, Judge Burns, and the Grabenhorst cabin. Additionally, an early 20th century silent movie
about Perry that was found several years ago by some of our local history buffs, has been turned into a great view of
early life in the community.
Many thanks to LTRS for their great work! We look forward to working with them on additional enhancements in
the future. The new displays, along with several outstanding temporary exhibits and more hands-on experiences are
available all year at the Forest Park Museum. The museum is open Monday – Friday from November to April.
Starting in May it will be open again for weekends.
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impossible, natural-looking clumps should be used rather than
rows. Hand planting in random clumps can make the planting
Plantings of 8 or more rows of trees and shrubs, where at look more natural and aesthetically pleasing.
least half are coniferous trees, offer excellent shelter. A
Winter cover/food plots can be created with a combination of
suitable woody windbreak starting from the windward side
standing corn and/or sorghum. A patch 3-5 acres that is at
should include the following: 2 rows of shrubs, a 50-foot
least 150 feet deep provides both good cover and an
snowcatch area, 2 rows of shrubs and deciduous trees, and 4 emergency food source in winter storms. Winter cover/food
rows of coniferous trees. With this design, most snow is
plots can be replanted annually or left to stand for 2 years.
deposited in the snowcatch area, leaving interior rows of
Any one or a combination of the winter cover methods
conifers to serve as primary winter cover for wildlife. This
discussed here would make an excellent addition to any farm
plan also provides excellent wind stoppage and energy
or acreage. Some of these situations may already exist on
conservation for buildings and livestock.
your property and with minor changes could be greatly
Natural grassy and woody cover should be left wherever
improved by something as simple as leaving a few rows of
possible on the farm or acreage and can be beefed up with
crop in the field for the winter.
additional plantings if needed. Odd areas in field corners or
If you would like technical assistance with any of these
on steep slopes are sometimes excellent places to plant cover. projects please contact the Dallas County Conservation Board
Because these sites often make mechanical tree planting
office at (515) 465-3577.
Planting Winter Habitat continued from page 3
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Treefrog Tale
continued from page 5

Treefrogs are some of Iowa’s smallest amphibians. With
adults growing up to just over 2 inches long, these sticky toepadded leapers live throughout most of Iowa but are often
hard to spot. Part of this is because treefrogs, as their name
implies, are often hanging out in trees, on the sides of
buildings, on windows, or seemingly any place except the
ground where most frogs are found. Treefrogs also have the
advantage of being able to change their skin color from bright
green to gray/brown within seconds, helping them to blend in
with their surroundings. And they are mostly nocturnal,
coming out on summer evenings when the temperature is
cooling, the air is getting humid, and the insects they eat are
getting active, too.

purposefully hang lengths of pvc pipes from trees to provide
safe habitat for treefrogs. Don’t be surprised when you start
seeing some of these in conservation areas this summer – and
go ahead and take a peek inside!
Which brings us to treefrogs in February. Frogs cannot
migrate to warmer areas. Instead, their bodies build up a
concentration of glucose, a natural sugar. This keeps their
internal body systems from turning to hard ice, which would
cause the cells to expand and explode. Instead, their blood and
body systems are more like the softer, sweeter popsicles we
make and enjoy in the summer. Still frozen, but not as hard.

Aquatic frogs brumate (the
ectothermic equivalent of
hibernation) in the water.
Treefrogs, toads and other
Sometimes the best way to find treefrogs is to listen for their land-based species burrow
calls. Males sing heartily in evenings from May through July, down into leaf litter or find
trying to attract a mate. If you listen carefully and pay
crevices in rocks and logs.
attention to your surroundings, the song can possibly help you Their bodies slow down to
identify the type of treefrog in your area. If you hear the song the point of complete
coming from an open area such as a prairie, city park, or
inactivity…even their
forest edge and it sounds like a trilled mechanical duck quack, hearts stop beating! But
you are likely hearing a Cope’s gray treefrog. If the song is
when the temperature
coming from a denser forest and is more musical (like a
warms, their body systems
songbird) and slower, it is more likely an eastern gray
kick in and they spring
treefrog. The song and habitat are the easiest ways to tell
back to life. It is possible to
these two Iowa treefrog types apart. The only other sure-fire
see active frogs, toads and
way is to test a blood sample for cell size and chromosome
salamanders on warm
numbers!
winter days.

Like all amphibians, treefrogs need water. They will use deep
wetlands, or even shallow, vernal (spring-time) pools of water
in fields in which to lay their eggs. The tiny treefrog tadpoles
have distinctive red-tipped tails – an easy identification aid –
and mature in around two months. During the hot, dry days of
summer, our moisture-dependent amphibians actively search
for ways to stay wet. We have found some treefrogs inside
our soda machine, attracted by the water condensation on the
cans and hardware. Another place we can find them fairly
consistently is in the pvc pipe flag holders at the north edge of
the arena at Kuehn. These pipes are cool, shady, and hold the
dew that forms on many a summer morning. In researching
this observation, I discovered other nature centers

Treefrog tube on a tree trunk.
The finder of the frogs in our tale lives in a house in the forest
that uses a wood heater, thus has access to a considerable
stack of firewood. So while it was an unexpected surprise to
see the treefrogs in the kitchen, it wasn’t a completely strange
story for the frogs. Since it was a very cold February, and the
frogs would not be active enough to find a new outdoor
shelter, we took a vented container with the wet paper towel
and two treefrogs, added some leaf litter and a few
overwintering boxelder bugs, stink bugs and spiders (a meal
for spring), and put it in the fridge. We will release them as
the weather warms, perhaps near a newly-placed pvc pipe in
the woods. We’ll keep you posted.

Peters Service Center
98 West Willis—Perry
Pop, Beer, Snacks, Ice,
Propane, Kerosene, Diesel

4 Seasons Car Wash
East Willis—Perry

West End Car Wash
West Willis—Perry
*$3 automatic car wash with
gas purchase
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