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The “Let’s Connect” trail project continues to move ahead. This of course is the Raccoon River Valley
Trail to High Trestle Trail Connector Project. It’s been awhile since I have updated everyone on the status
of the project. This project consists of building a 9 mile connecting trail from Perry to Woodward, passing
through Bouton. This connects 2 of the premier trail systems in central Iowa if not the state. It is estimated
to be about a $5 million project. I am happy to announce however, that we are over the halfway mark in
fundraising. About $2.68 million. This is significant in many ways. Many grants that we would apply for
require that at least 50% of the funds need to be already raised. Reaching the halfway mark also shows
past donors and future donors that we are moving along.
Below you will see a photo of Mike Wallace, Director, Dallas County Conservation Board receiving a
$10,000 donation for the “Let’s Connect” Trail project at the Annual Raccoon River Valley Trail
Association Banquet, held on February 24, 2018 from Tom Maxwell, new owner of the Hotel Pattee in
Perry. Tom Maxwell has recently purchased the Hotel Pattee from Jay Hartz. Jay definitely knew the
value of the trail system to bringing clients to his establishment and has been a supporter since he has
owned the hotel. Tom Maxwell, in the short time he has been involved also quickly sees the powerful
positive impact of our trails system for not only his business but for businesses surrounding the area.
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Also at the Raccoon River Valley Trail Association’s Annual Banquet, the
association made a challenge to those in attendance that the association
would match up to $7,500 in funds for the Let’s Connect project. The
audience stepped up and donated the $7,500 leveraging the association’s
match to ultimately donate $15,000 in funds above and beyond that which
Tom Maxwell donated for the Connector project. What great support we are
seeing for this project! One of the things I recently noticed regarding the
donations that have come in for this project, is that we have received
donations anywhere from $1 - $100,000 from over 775 different people or
entities. This continues to happen and we are very much appreciative of the
diverse support.
In the process of raising the necessary funds, just about any type of grant out
there gets looked at as a potential funding source so that we can get one
more step closer to our goal. I currently have over $655,000 of grants pending. I know we will not get them all, but we keep trying for
grants and keep knocking on doors for additional financial support.
In the meantime, Option to Purchase Agreements are being signed for the acquisition phases of the project. Another important update is
that we will be doing a Phase I Construction in 2018. Phase I Construction will consist of building approximately 1.56 miles of the trail,
hopefully during the 2018 construction season. This Phase I Construction will start at 18th street in Perry and for the most part go easterly
on a former railroad right-of-way to 130th street. Once this gets completed I am sure that there will be even more support for our project.
As “brick and mortar” aspects of the project start to get completed, it makes a believer out of everyone.
If you would like to help with this project financially you can go to www.letsconnectdallascounty.com. or contact the Dallas County
Conservation Board at Ph. 515-465-3577.

Spend the Weekend in a Dallas County Park
Sportsman Park—Cabins, RV and Tent Camping—
Dawson, IA
Kuehn Tent Camping—Earlham, IA
Glissman Lodge—Adel, IA
Dayton Stagecoach Inn—Bouton, IA
For reservations call Dallas County Conservation
Board
515-465-3577 or
www.dallascountyiowa.gov/conservation
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Conservation Update
Is It Lost?
Justin Smith, Deputy Director/Biologist
Spring and early summer is when wildlife reproduction is at its peak in Iowa, and you may have the good fortune of observing young
wildlife on a hike in a park or maybe even in your backyard. Often, the young may even appear to be unattended or injured. However,
unless something really seems amiss, it is best to keep your distance and leave them alone. While it may be tempting to try and help this
“orphan”, human intervention should always be our land option for a wild animal’s last hope for survival.
It is important to remember that wildlife parents are very devoted to their young as they are the survival of the species. Wildlife rarely
ever abandon their young. Many species are raised by one parent (usually the mother) and cannot be in two places at once. Therefore,
they have to leave several times a day, often for extended periods in order to collect food for themselves and the young.
Remember, the best thing to do is keep your distance, and keep any children or pets away from any young animals. This protects both
wildlife and you. All wild animals can potentially carry disease or parasites that can be harmful to you and your pets. Even young wild
animals can bite and scratch to defend themselves.
One animal that we commonly receive phone calls about are young song birds. It is not uncommon in the
springtime to find a young bird out of its nest. If the bird is covered in feathers and out of the nest it has likely fledged, meaning it has left its nest on purpose. These young birds have left the nest in order to learn how
to fly and are not very good at it initially. They will often hop around on the ground and low hanging
branches while they are trying to get the hang of it. It may appear that this bird may be injured and unable to
fly, but this is rarely the case. Oftentimes, the parents will continue to find the young birds and bring them
food during this stage, even though you may not see it. Again, please be sure to contain any pets nearby and
remove your self from the location. You or your pets may scare the young bird into a dangerous situation or
prevent the parents from returning to feed the young bird.
Wood Ducks are another bird we are commonly contacted about. Wood Ducks, like other waterfowl, spend much of there lives on or
near water. Wood Ducks, however, often times nest a substantial distance from water. Being true to their name, Wood Ducks nest in
trees. The parents pick a suitable site (usually a hollow cavity in a tree or even a man-made nest box) and wait for the eggs to hatch. The
day after they hatch, the nestlings climb to the entrance of the nest and jump down to the ground,. The mother calls them to her and leads
them to water. This often times happens in urban areas where people become concerned when they suddenly spot a bunch of ducklings
scurrying through their lawns. Again, the best thing to do is leave them alone; the mother Wood Duck will get them to water.
Other animals may appear to be orphans but are actually independent at a very young age. Rabbits are independent of their mothers at 16 days. They are still small and will fit in the palm of your hand. Their eyes are
open and their ears will rotate. Squirrels are independent when their tails are bushy and they are about half
the size of an adult. Opossums are independent when they quit hanging on their mothers back. They are usually about 6 inches long (excluding the tail) and are fully furred, with open eyes and well developed teeth.
Really the best way you can help these animals is to keep pets away. Remember, dogs and cats are predators,
so it is up to you to keep them away from the young wildlife. Also, keep children away from the young animals. Too much disturbance can have unintended consequences to the young wildlife.
If you absolutely feel that an animal has been orphaned a list of licensed wildlife rehabilitators can be found at the following website:
www.iowadnr.gov/portals/idnr/uploads/files/wildliferehab.pdf
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Wildlife Management
Wood Ducks (Aix Sponsa)
By Greg Sieck, Natural Resource Manager
The grass is becoming green and the winter blues are behind us. Spring has sprung and we’re ready for warmer weather to
venture outside and take part in all that Mother Nature has to offer.
As the ice melts, the migratory birds make their way back from the warm winter home. Wood
ducks have arrived and found ideal nesting sites. The pair bond between these ducks usually only
lasts one season, during that time the male sticks around guarding off predators and watching
over the nest while the female is away.
Landowners can encourage wood duck nesting by building wood duck nest boxes near lakes,
ponds, and streams. We have built and placed wood ducks boxes in key habitat areas wood ducks
frequent in hopes of a successful nesting season.
There are several factors to take into consideration when picking out a spot. First, you need to
make sure the spot is not accessible to predators or you’re going to have to install predator
Natural Resource Technician,
Jim Brauckman building the
guards. This ensures the wood ducks chance of survival by doing so. Secondly, wood ducks like
nest boxes
small areas with downed trees, creeks, or small ponds surrounded with trees. Placing the box over
water increases survival rates as predation from raccoons and other mammals is about impossible. Place 5-6 feet above the
water using a sign post, then run bolts through wood duck box and secure with washer and nut. Finally, add wood shavings
or sawdust for bedding. This can easily be done in the winter or early spring before their arrival.
Females line their nests with feathers and other soft materials in preparation for her ducklings. Unlike most ducks, the wood
duck has sharp claws for perching in trees and can, in southern regions, produce two broods in a single season. Fun fact,
wood ducks are the only North American duck that can do so.
Female Wood ducks typically lay between 7 and 15 white-tan
eggs that incubate for an average of 30 days. If you place
nesting boxes too close together females may lay eggs in the
nests of their neighbors, this may lead to a behavior known as
‘nest dumping’. Individual nests could contain as many as 2030 eggs and lead to an unsuccessful incubation. After
hatching, the ducklings climb to the opening of the nest
cavity, jump down from the nest tree and make their way to
water. They prefer nesting over water so the young have a soft
landing. As the ice thaws and the ground becomes lush keep
an eye out for these unique birds.

NRM Greg Sieck- cleaning out a wood duck box showing off a successful hatch

DJ Services
Septic system maintenance and tank pumping
2460 337th Street
Perry, IA 50220
(515) 436-7212
(515) 339-5718
Daryle Bennett II
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Museum News
Original and Very Entertaining Dallas County History Book
By Pete Malmberg, Museum Curator
One of the books I constantly refer to when I am changing an exhibit, writing an article or preparing a presentation on a Dallas
County history topic is the 1879 history of Dallas County. It is much more of a raw, close to the sources, very politically
incorrect book than any of the later histories or the town centennial books. The entertainment value of this book is matched by
a political incorrectness that some readers find refreshing and others offensive. This work is definitely a product of the
nineteenth century and one of Dallas County’s most colorful storytellers, Judge LD Burns.
After a standard first half devoted to early US and Iowa history with an obligatory section on the U.S. and Iowa Constitutions,
the book becomes the product of Judge Burns’s very able storytelling skills in the second half. Visitors to Forest Park
frequently take home handouts I have available with some of his great stories on them.

Judge L.D. Burns

Burn’s descriptions of the Wright family, one of the earliest settler families, are typical. ‘Of John
Wright it is said: “His rifle and his bottle were his delight and consolation.” He was brave and
reckless, having little sympathy with the ways and customs of civilization; yet generous to a fault,
always kind and true to his friends, but to his enemies, bitter, malignant and revengeful. His
cousin, “Deaf Jim,” was the skilled mimic of the settlement, who had the power of so accurately
personating various persons in their striking peculiarities even on short acquaintance, that the
subject was readily recognized. He was, therefore, just the man for sport at a public gathering.’

“The capture of elk calves was, in those early days, a favorite pastime, or business, rather, for there were visions of wealth to
be derived from their sale. In these adventures John Wright was the natural leader and captain. The outfit consisted of teams
and covered wagons sufficient to convey provisions, camp equipage, etc., and to bring home the proceeds of the chase. Cows
were taken along to furnish milk for the young elk; sometimes the expedition would be gone a month or more. From Greene
County to the head-waters of the ‘Coon was the favorite hunting ground. The hunting was done on horseback. And first the old
elk must be found, which was done by looking over the surrounding country from some high point and then with the aid of
dogs to thoroughly search thereabout for the hidden calves. These were usually found in the tall grass surrounding the ponds
that so abound in that part of the state. When the calf found that he was observed he would spring from his hiding place and
run with the speed of a race horse, and if two or three weeks old it took good `bottom’ to overtake him in those bogs and
ponds. Many a good farm horse was ruined in the effort; rarely a young calf was captured by springing upon it in its bed.
“On one of these excursions John Wright saw some dark object at a distance and determined to interview it. It proved to be a
half grown black bear. It fled. Wright gave chase, and coming up with it, he aimed, by a flying leap from his horse to grapple
with it and prevent its escape. As our hero came down, Bruin turned and received him in a cordial embrace. He was now in his
element and glory, and after a protracted struggle, in which one of his hands was badly lacerated, besides getting sundry
smaller bites and scratches, he bound his captive and took him in triumph into camp; and subsequently, on his way home, he
passed through Adel with this pet and score or more of young elk. The last known of John Wright he was on his way to the Far
West.”
These are just some of Burn’s many stories. Next time you are at Forest Park or one of the county libraries take a look!
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DCCB
Raccoon River Valley Trail Permits Available!

Trail fee required for all users ages 18 and older on county
managed sections of the Raccoon River Valley Trail. Daily
permits cost $2, Annual Permits (Jan.—Dec.) are $10. Children under the age of 18 can use the trail free anytime.
There are several ways you can get your permit.
• Pay online (credit card) or download a form and mail it
with a check by clicking on Annual Trail Pass in the left
column at our website: www.dallascountyiowa.gov/
conservation
• Pick up a green envelope/form in a yellow tube located at
each of the trail heads. Fill out the form and enclose the
correct amount of money (cash or check), drop it in the
tube or mail and your permit will be mailed to you.
• Stop by the office - 14581 K Ave, Perry, IA M—F 8:00
a.m.—4:30 p.m. where you can pay with cash, check, or
credit card.
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Nature & The Naturalist

“Thankake Chan“ Elders and Trees– Prairie AwakeningPrairie Awoke 2018
By Chris Adkins, Environmental Ed. Coord./Naturalist

Imagine the prairie arena at the Kuehn Conservation Area as seen 450 years from now. If our best laid plans for
this year’s Prairie Awakening-Awoke Celebration come to fruition, this view in the future would be a circle of
burr oaks– surrounding the arena, engulfed in a sea of tall grass prairie. What will be the interpretation of this
human artifact by an observer in the future?
Before we go too far into the future with this question, let’s back up a minute. Twenty years ago, in the fall of
1998, Dallas County Conservation Board, DCCB, with the alliance of the Native American community, initiated the event known as the Prairie Awakening. This annual Celebration has brought an awakening to the people
and landscape of Dallas County, unparalleled by other DCCB environmental education programming. Perhaps
you have joined us, and awakened. Perhaps this article will be the invitation that begins this awakening for you.
Twenty years ago, as this Celebration took shape we discussed the creation of a living arbor of trees around the
arena to provide shade for the participants. That plan will be implemented this fall. It will become the center
piece of the Elders and Trees theme for the 2018 Celebration.
At this year’s Celebration, four burr oak trees will be planted. One at each directional entrance, east-south-westnorth to the arena. The planting of the trees is a physical, and symbolic, honoring of the elders instrumental in
the creation of the Celebration. It will also be an invitation to you to join in and honor an elder of your clan. Together, at the Celebration we will honor the elders with drumming, song and dance. We will honor the elders,
by digging a home and placing a tree in the four directions. These trees will be a symbol to our remembrance of
the importance of elders and will comfort us with their shade at future awakenings.
You can assist us in this living arbor project by making a donation to support the procurement of the four oaks.
All donations will be honored by the elders’ names being read in the arena at this year’s celebration.
The future date of 450 years hence was selected because this is the expected maturation date of a burr oak’s life
span. An attention to seven generations into the future is a consideration held by First Nation cultures. None of
us planting these oaks this September will benefit greatly from their shade. These elders will grow slowly. Yet,
450 years, seven generations out, our actions will have– and do have, consequences. Will our great-great-greatgreat-great-great grand children celebrate and find awakening under the shade of these oaks?
Back to the original question. An observer in the future, a circle of oaks in a prairie, the interpretation. In the
last edition of this newsletter I wrote of environmental optimism. Here it is. I state that I think the future interpretation will be one of recognition of us, distant relations at that point, that awakened , and set a course for sustainability and a human population that has awoke. Through events like this celebration, in 2018, we came to
remember our relationships to the wild and set a future course, carrying out say 450 years, of protection, preservation and restoration.
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Nature & The Naturalist
Thankake Chan Elders and Trees– Prairie Awakening-Awoke 2018
Sponsorship—Donation Form
Prairie Awakening—Prairie Awoke 2018 Celebration
Sunday, September 9 Kuehn Conservation
Thankake Chan
Elders and Trees Arena Honoring Ceremony
Four Burr Oak Trees will be planted at the 4 directional entrances to the arena during the Celebration. Your contribution will support the purchase of
these oaks. During the honoring ceremony, the names of all honored elders will be read as we plant the trees. If you would like to honor and elder in your
clan with us at the celebration. Please complete this form. Please consider joining in the planting and honoring.

Donor Name: _____________________________________________________________________________
Email:_______________________________________ Phone Number: _______________________________
Address:__________________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: ____________________________________________________________________________
Additional Comments/Information: ____________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
The Dallas County Conservation Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization under
the regulations of the Internal Revenue Service.
All contributions to the Foundation are tax-deductible to the extent provided by the law.
Please make check payable to:

Dallas County Conservation Foundation/Prairie Awakening
Mail to: 14581 K Avenue, Perry IA 50220
Phone—515-465-3577
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Calendar of Events
Spring 2018

April

May
Spring River Float– Paddling and Birding
Raccoon River—TBD
Start time 8 am Saturday, May 5
Kickoff your spring paddling season with DCCB. Our
monthly floats strive to not only introduce you to the waters of
the three Raccoon Rivers that traverse our county, but to also
introduce you to a new contact point in the wilds of Dallas
County. This float’s wild contact will be the BIRDS. Our
rivers’ corridors represent some of the best wild habitat
remaining. These linear stretches of wildness are homes to a
wide array of feathered wildness. The annual spring migration
of warblers should be at its peak, mixed in with the more
common local bird species. This avian variety will make this
float a wild contact for both the paddler new to ornithology
and the veteran birder. Share a float with DCCB, and connect
to the feathered wilds of our place. Registration is required
for this program.

High School Wilderness Backpacking Trek– Summer
2018
Parent-Student Orientation Meeting
Kuehn Conservation
Date– April 5 7-8:30 pm
DCCB has visited the county’s schools with our annual
invitation to high school students to join us on this summer’s
Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness Trek. These school
presentations laid out this invitation to potential trekkers
interested in fronting the challenges of wilderness trekking, in
search of answers to their questions. This meeting is designed
to provide parents and students an opportunity to discuss the
nuts and bolts of this trek in order to ascertain if this
challenge is for them. If you are a high school student
considering this challenge– come ask your questions. If you
are the parent of a potential trekker, wondering what your son
or daughter is talking about– come ask your questions. Most
importantly, do not miss this chance to learn the lessons that
the largest wilderness area in the lower 48 has to offer.
Registration is required for this program.

What’s Your Score?
Sunday, May 6
1:30 – 3:00 p.m.
Forest Park
DNR Conservation Officer Craig Lonneman will teach
participants how to accurately measure and score a rack of
white-tailed deer antlers. You can bring your own tagged rack,
or use one of ours to practice on. Space is limited and preregistration is required for this free program.

Explore More!
Saturday, April 14
8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Kuehn Conservation Area
Are you wanting to explore the wilds of Dallas County? After
a brief lesson on how to use a pre-programmed hand held
GPS unit and read a topographic map, we will encourage you
to go off trail. The GPS will guide you towards our preplaced signs, but on the way, we hope you look for
wildflowers, shed antlers, and maybe even morel mushrooms.
This is a great activity for families with children ages 10 and
up. Pre-registration is required, space is limited and
program is weather dependent.

June
Skull Sketching
Saturday, June 2
1:30 – 3:30 p.m.
Forest Park
In conjunction with our skull exhibit, Teena Case, a local
artist with a degree in anatomical art will teach the basics on
how best to sketch a skull. This program is designed for ages
16 +, and participants are encouraged to bring graphite
pencils, a sketchbook, and Bristol or other thick stock paper.
Pre-registration is required and space is limited.

Peregrine Falcon Watch
Saturday, April 14
9:00-11:00
East side of State Capitol

For more information or to register for
any of our programs, contact:
Dallas County Conservation Board
14581 K Avenue Perry, IA 50220
515-465-3577
Office Hours: M-F 8 am - 4:30 pm
conservation@dallascountyiowa.gov
www.dallascountyiowa.gov/conservation

Peregrine falcons are the fastest animals on the planet reaching
speeds in excess of 200 miles per hour. Peregrine means to wander
so to see one of these birds in the wild is a gift. A Dallas County
naturalist together with the DNR will be meeting at the State
Capitol Building to watch the peregrine falcons nesting on the east
side ledges. Flights, stoops, hunting and feeding have been
observed at this historical nesting site. This program was such a
success last year, we are offering it again.
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Calendar of Events
Spring 2018
June

June cont’d

Summer River Float– Paddling and Mussels
Raccoon River
June 2 Time: TBD
Water quality in Iowa is one of the most pressing ecological issues
challenging our shared futures. An interesting way to approach
this issue is to examine water quality through the lens of our
river’s fresh water mussel populations. Given a voice, what can
these aquatic beings tell us of our water’s health.DCCB has
invited Jennifer Kurth, mussel researcher– ISU to join us on this
month’s paddle and bring to us the story of Iowa’s mussels. The
program will begin with a presentation on mussel ecology, natural
history and identification at the Hanging Rock shelter. Following
a lunch break, participants are then invited to join us for a paddle
down the ‘Coon. Now, with a trained ear, listening to the voice of
a mussel, we will examine the ‘Coons waters. Which mussels will
we observe? Can you apply your new found identification skills?
What lessons of ecology can our mussels share with us? You will
never paddle past a sandbar again, as you float our ‘Coons,
without taking note of what mussels are present, and listening now
to the mussel’s lessons of ecology. Registration is required for
this program.

Food Preservation 101
Forest Park Museum—Sunday, June 10, 1:30 pm
Don’t know what to do with your excess garden produce?
Want to learn how to preserve food safely at home? Come to
this fun class about home canning, dehydrating and freezing
foods taught by a registered dietitian trained in safe
preservation techniques. This class will help beginners
decide which methods of food preservation are affordable
and practical for them. Experienced home food preservers
will learn the latest recommendations. You’ll go home with
a wealth of recipes and “how-to” instructions. No hands-on
food preservation will be done in class. Class participants
will examine and discuss recommended home preservation
equipment and sample dried fruit. $2. Registration is
required for this program

OnOn-Call

Family Fishing Fun
Sunday, June 3
4:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Glissman Conservation Area
The gates will be open and our fishing gear ready to loan as Dallas
County Conservation participates in the annual Iowa Free Fishing
Weekend. The Glissman pond has a good population of bluegill
and small mouth bass, and is a great place for beginning and
experienced anglers. Pre-registration is appreciated, but not
required. This program is free and weather dependent.

Osprey Watch
On-call, June and July
11:00-1:00
Woodland Hills Elementary, Waukee
Come experience first-hand a conservation success story;
Osprey. Osprey are an eagle-sized, fish-eating bird of prey
that vanished from Iowa before European settlement. In
1997 the DNR along with several other conservation
partners were able to bring Osprey back to Iowa. There are
now 26 nesting pairs with two of these present in Dallas
County. DCCB will have spotting scopes set up on an
active nest just west of Jordan Creek Mall. The scopes will
be set up for viewing the birds from 11:00 to 1:00. If you
live or work in the area make if part of your lunch routine!

Finding Fossils!
Car Caravan trip
Wednesday, June 6
9 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Fossil Prairie Park in Floyd County is one of the best places in
Iowa to easily find and collect ancient marine fossils. A naturalist
will be traveling to collect samples for our programs and invites
you to caravan along. The drive is approximately 2.5 hours each
way. Plan on bringing small buckets, sunscreen, hats and a picnic
lunch or money for food and snacks. This is a family-friendly
place with a nature center and some hiking trails. The trip is
weather dependent; registrants will be contacted if there are any
weather concerns. Free. Registration required for this program.

Libraries Rock! Kids Concert
Check date and time at your Dallas County libraries
Or call the Dallas County Conservation Office
The Summer Library Reading Program this year is Libraries
Rock! DCCB is partnering with several area libraries to
bring a Libraries Rock! Kids Concert. Naturalist Mike
Havlik will be leading children in songs with his guitar.
These will be fun and educational nature songs with a sing-a
-long component. Learn how “Dirt Makes Your Lunch” and
“Bats Eat Bugs”. Bring a sack lunch and enjoy a nearby park
for the remainder of the afternoon. A great way to kick off
your summer.

If you are a group leader and your group is
interested in attending one or more of these
programs, please contact our office for
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Naturalist
Summer Youth Volunteer Program
By Mike Havlik, Naturalist
None of us are as good as all of us. The Dallas County Conservation Board works tirelessly in our parks to restore native landscapes that
benefit wildlife and people. We could do it alone, but it is much more meaningful to us, the community and to a child if we do it together.
We are looking for children interested in a meaningful summer of service in the outdoors. The DCCB will once again be hosting a Summer
Youth Volunteer Program. The program runs June 7th to July 12th meeting every Thursday from 8:00am to 12:00pm. Students who are
ages 10-14 are eligible. We will be working on a savanna restoration project started by the 2016 volunteers at Voas Nature Area. There will
be an educational component as well and plenty of time to enjoy nature play. Contact the conservation office at 465-3577 or e-mail
conservation@dallascountyiowa.gov. Registration for this program is required and will be on a first come, first served basis as space is
limited. Please only register if you know your child can attend the majority of dates.

Who: Youth ages 10—14
Where: Forest Park Museum in Perry
Dates: June 7th to July 12th
Time: Thursdays 8:00 am to Noon
Youth should bring/wear:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Leather work gloves
Sunscreen
Insect repellant
Water bottle
Long pants
Tennis shoes or hiking/work boots

Registration by May 18
Call 515-465-3577
A volunteer form will be sent to you
upon registration. Completed forms need to be
returned by May 25th to guarantee your spot in
the group.
Volunteer shirts will be provided, so please let us
know youth’s t-shirt size.
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Naturalist
Skulls of All Sorts
By Cindy Blobaum, Naturalist
One of our most popular school programs for the early
elementary age is Critters of Dallas County. By using skins,
scat, tracks, skulls and activities, we try to make K – 3 students
more aware of some common wildlife around them. At the
same time, we are working to dispel the notions that hyenas,
honey badgers and platypus can be found roaming our prairies
and forests.
For most kids, and the adult chaperones that come along, the
program is their first interaction with real artifacts. They count
the teeth in the skulls, stroke the fur on the pelts or mounts,
and complete a chart of each animal’s typical behaviors. As
they do this, they are learning to compare and contrast, look
for identifying characteristics, make inferences, and record
information. But that single day is not enough. Many of them
want more!
Concurrently, we often get residents bringing in skulls and bones they have found. Is this an ancient elk
tooth or did it come from a cow? How old is this bison skull that was found on a rock bar in the river?
What animal carcass did my cat drag home?
These are some of the reasons we are offering Skulls of All Sorts. This hands-on exhibit at Forest Park in Perry offers learners of all ages
the opportunity to interact with around 40 different kinds of skulls from our
collections. Featuring mostly local wildlife, visitors can see and touch skulls from
mammals, birds, turtles and fish. They can learn how we identify a mammal skull
by looking at its teeth. They will see the difference between antlers and horns, and
can practice scoring a rack of deer antlers. Old (mammoth and ancient bison) and
odd (a beaver with overgrown teeth) skulls, common farm animals, activity kits
and a mummified food chain are also on display.
From May through October, we will be offering programs to extend the learning.
From sketching a skull in June to skull painting in September, looking for skulls
in owl pellets in July to identifying skulls in August, you can really use your head
– to study heads! We hope you join us.

515-238-7875—cell

Marty Bennett
19718 Lexington Rd.
Minburn, IA 50167

C. Scott Finneseth
DuWayne J. Dalen
Mark J. Powell
John C. Powell
G. Robert Sackett

Cell # (515) 480-1628
Home # (515) 677-2173
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Trail Talk
A Forgotten Landscape
By Curt Cable, Natural Resources Manager
We often don’t take the time to look around and enjoy our natural environment
for what it is and what it once was. I am guilty of getting caught up in the
distractions of the chaotic world that we inhabit. Between trying to keep up
with a growing family, things that need to be done at work and having the
ability to know anything you could ever want at your fingertips, it is hard not
to be distracted. When I get a chance to get out by myself and go hunting or
walk around the trails behind my house I often try to conceptualize what this
landscape looked like 150 years ago. For most places in Iowa it can be a
struggle to visualize the native landscape as it has changed quite drastically,
which I realize is not breaking news to most people who grew up in Iowa.
The native tallgrass prairie was a self-sustaining ecosystem that began to
develop after the last glacial retreat some 10,000 years ago. These massive
tracts of tallgrass prairie were able to out-compete woody vegetation by
enduring frequent natural fires that engulfed thousands of acres at a time. This
brought in massive herds of bison to feed on the fresh green grass that would
come up in the spring and summer. This also brought in settlers from the east that brought in another grass (corn) that now dominates the
region due to its fertile soils.
The tallgrass prairie that once encompassed up to 80% of Iowa has been decreased to less than 0.1%. Most tall grass prairies that you see
around Iowa are areas that have been reestablished in the last 30 years. Most native remnant prairies in Iowa are typically small tracts of
land with a few larger areas, such as the Loess Hills in western Iowa. We typically find remnant prairie populations in predictable areas due
to topography and soil conditions. The aforementioned Loess Hills as well as the goat prairies of the Driftless region in northeast Iowa are
an area where topography plays a role. The sandy soils along Iowa’s rivers are also conducive to remnant populations due to their inability
to hold moisture. The common denominator is that due to topography and soil conditions these areas are
~ continued on page 14
unable to be farmed and developed therefore the native vegetation has remained relatively untouched.

Peters Service Center
98 West Willis—Perry
Pop, Beer, Snacks, Ice,
Propane, Kerosene, Diesel

Stuart Scholz
MarketingDirector

4 Seasons Car Wash
East Willis—Perry
West End Car Wash
West Willis—Perry
*$3 Automatic Carwash with
gas purchase

sjscholz@watermarkcommunities.com
www.watermarkcommunities.com
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Wildlife Managment
Cont’d from page 12

A Forgotten Landscape

One of the more uncommon areas that we can see these remnant populations is alongside roadways and railroad right-of-ways
(ROW). At its peak Iowa had over 10,000 miles of operating railroad lines, with less than 4,000 miles of operating lines
today. These ROW’s have allowed the tallgrass prairie to remain relatively undisturbed. Railroad companies would often hire
a crew to keep the ROW clear of trees and brush for safety reasons. Many railroad lines were abandoned after WWII when
automobiles became progressively easier to acquire. Once these lines were abandoned the management along the ROW was
too, this led to the growth of woody vegetation. Unfortunately the woody vegetation that succeeded was not always a
desirable species, such as non-native elm and mulberry trees. The silver lining here is that we are seeing an increase in the
rails to trails movement that is sweeping the nation. The groups that are taking these areas over in Iowa are aware of the
ecological importance and are trying to bring back small sections of remnant populations.
In Dallas County there are pockets along the RRVT that hold small prairie remnant populations. At this time it would not be
plausible to clear all the trees and brush along the trail, but we are able to work on those existing pockets in an effort to bring
back those native populations. Most of the remnant populations can be found in the RRVT ROW up around the Dawson and
Perry area. This year we have went in with our skid steer and the mulching head attachment and cleared out a lot of the small
trees and shrubs that have taken over. The next step that would be ideal is frequent prescribed fires to keep the woody
vegetation from returning. We try to minimize the application of herbicide in sensitive environments like these. If we are
unable to burn we will try to keep the woody vegetation knocked back by hand or with a mower. Hopefully over the years we
will see a change in species diversity and be able to see snapshots of what Iowa’s landscape once looked like.

14

DCCB
It’s Coming!
The Dallas County Conservation Board is
transitioning to an online reservation system for some of our cabins, shelters and
camping. The new system will launch on
July 1st. More details on how to make a
reservation will be available as we get
closer to the launch date. We realize this
system comes with a learning curve for
both park users and conservation board
staff. We appreciate your patience as we
make this transition. All questions about
the new reservation system should be directed to our office at 515-465-3577.

www.hotelpatte.com

1112 Willis Ave. Perry, IA
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