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I have discussed tree planting in the past but it is good to revisit things you can do to be
successful when investing in planting trees. This winter would be a great time to start planning
for your next tree planting project for next spring or the year after. Below is a partial
reproduction of an ISU Extension publication #1676. It covers things to consider when
planning your tree planting project. As always, if you have questions regarding habitat
improvement you can contact our department or you can contact the local DNR Forester.
HABITAT IS THE KEY!
Purposes for planting trees include timber production, fiber production, erosion control,
wildlife habitat improvement, riparian buffer creation, improvement of stocking or
composition in open woodlands, Christmas tree production, shelterbelt establishment,
fuelwood production, watershed protection, energy conservation, and beautification.
Successful tree planting involves a series of steps, each one dependent upon the others.
Planning: A little time spent planning your tree planting project may mean the difference
between a successful and an unsuccessful planting. Ideally, the planning process should begin
the summer before a spring planting.
Purpose: Consider why you want to plant trees. Do you want to grow high value hardwoods
or provide wildlife habitat or both? Make your objectives as specific as possible. Consider
both short- and long-term goals and uses of the land. Keep in mind what and how much time
and resources you can devote to the project.
Soils: Whenever possible, match tree species to optimum site characteristics. Many trees
survive and grow in a wide range of soil and environmental conditions, but best growth is
attained within a rather narrow range. Trees planted on inappropriate soils or sites grow
poorly, are susceptible to more insect and disease damage, and suffer high mortality. As a
general rule, hardwoods are better suited to loamy or clay soils with higher moisture content
and higher fertility. Conifers do well on well-drained, coarser soils with lower fertility.
~ continued on page 2
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Tree Planting
Species: Consider both your purposes for tree planting and site characteristics when selecting species combinations. Which
species match your objectives and grow well on the selected site? Generally it is best to plant as many different species as
possible. Pure plantings or monocultures may result in plantation failures, while mixed plantings provide a wider range of
potential benefits. For example, black walnut does better when planted with other species that provide natural pruning and
form a dense canopy for shading of competition. Also, a greater diversity of wildlife typically use mixed plantings. Natural
woodlands in Iowa always are composed of many diverse species.
Layout: Keep in mind both short- and long-term goals when determining specific layout. For Christmas trees, consider
access lanes (fire breaks) across the plantation. For timber production, leave an access way around at least a portion, or
around one end, of the plantation for thinning, pruning, and harvesting. Successful wildlife management requires both open
land and wooded areas. Choose food and shelter species that desired wildlife prefer. For erosion control, plant buffer strips
along waterways, plant trees along contours, and avoid soil disturbing site preparation. For aesthetic purposes, vary layout
and species, use non-row plantings and sculpted edges, leave openings, and consider how to create or retain views.
Recommended tree spacing varies, partially depending on the future purposes of the plantation. With wider spacing, it takes
longer for trees to occupy the site. The trees also develop more open-grown characteristics. Narrower spacing results in more
competition, better growth form, and earlier natural pruning. For high-quality, high-value sawlog production, close spacing is
ideal because it helps convert the field from a grass to a woodland relatively rapidly. However, close spacing requires early
thinning. To meet other objectives, including wildlife habitat creation and food production, wide spacing may be more
appropriate. If you plan to mow between rows, leave a space two to four feet wider than your mower.
Costs: Tree planting costs include the cost of site preparation, seedlings or seed, cost of planting, and weed control for three
to five years after planting. Many combinations of these activities can produce successful tree plantings. For example,
planting a greater number of seedlings (seed) per acre results in fewer years of maintenance before trees establish themselves.
Site Preparation: Competition from grass and weeds is the primary reason for failure of tree plantings in Iowa. Proper site
preparation beginning the summer or fall before spring planting is the first important step to reducing this competition. Soil
characteristics and existing vegetation determine appropriate site preparation. Sandy soils often require less site preparation
than heavy soils because weeds are less competitive on sand. If only annual weeds grow on a site, simply knocking them
down may be all that is necessary. Strip site preparation works well on non-competitive perennial grasses, such as blue grass
or timothy. Eliminate vegetation in strips at least four feet wide. This can be done mechanically with tillage equipment or
chemically with a non-selective, non-persistent herbicide, such as Roundup. For more competitive grasses, (brome, fescue,
orchard grass, Reeds canary grass), consider broadcast application of chemicals or tillage to eliminate competition. Broadcast
control is not recommended on erosive slopes, however. If grass establishment is desired, plant less competitive species, such
as blue grass, timothy, or perennial rye; avoid alfalfa or red clover.
(continued page 3)
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Selecting and Ordering Stock: Planting stock is available in a variety of sizes and ages. Sources are both state-run and
private. Iowa’s DNR Forest Nursery offers planting stock for forestry, erosion control, and wildlife practices. It cannot be
used in farmstead windbreaks or for ornamental purposes. Private nurseries in Iowa also offer a variety of plant types and
species for all uses. Order seedlings early to ensure availability of desired stock. Consider ordering extra trees (5 to 10
percent) and culling stock without sufficient root systems. Suppliers often label bare root plants with a double number
system, such as 1-0 or 2-2. The first number is the number of years the material was grown in a seedbed, and the second
number refers to the number of years of growth in a transplant bed. For example, a 2-0 plant is a two year old seedling, and a
3-2 plant is a five year old transplant that spent three years in a seedling bed and two years in a transplant bed. Transplanted
stock is more expensive than seedlings, but survival and growth rates may improve because of better-developed root
systems. Look for a well developed root system when selecting plants. For hardwoods, a good seedling has at least five to six
lateral roots; avoid plants with a single large taproot. Container-grown seedlings are becoming more common, especially
conifers. Container seedlings come in various sizes, depending on species and size of plant. Container grown seedlings suffer
less transplant shock because they do not suffer root loss like traditional seedlings or transplants.
The Dallas County Conservation Board has a tree planter (3pt hitch) available, for use by the public. Just call our office at
515-465-3577 for details. So whether you are planting one or two trees around your house or hundreds in your back forty,
the planning and considerations are basically the same. Start now in planning your tree planting and habitat project. Give us
a call if you need some help.

Like us on Facebook and stay up-todate on all of our programs.
If you wish to receive this quarterly newsletter, contact us
at conservation@dallascountyiowa.gov

515-465-3577
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Conservation Update
Oak Savannah
By Justin Smith, Deputy Director/Biologist
Historically, oak savanna was one of the most common vegetative communities in the state of Iowa. It is
estimated that up to 10% of the vegetative cover in the state may have been oak savanna. Although
intact and functioning oak savannas are rare today, many degraded sites still exist and can often be
restored.
Early settlers often referred to oak savannas as “oak openings”, and were probably referring to the wide
spacing between the trees and the open grown characteristics of the individual trees which created a park
like setting. Other names such as glade, oak barren, and brush prairie were also used.
One of the key features of an oak savanna is the presence of what is referred to as “open grown” trees. Savanna oaks develop this
characteristic by growing in an isolated area such as a prairie, away from other trees. As trees in a true forest grow, their lower
limbs become shaded and eventually die and fall off. A savanna tree on the other hand, which grows in an open area without all of
the competition for sunlight, will hold onto its lower limbs which spread out and become quite large and substantial.
Oak savannas are really a transition area between the true forest and prairie in the Midwest. As fires swept through the prairies,
they kept many of the non fire tolerant forest species from encroaching on the prairies. However, some trees adapted to the fire
and eventually evolved to become tolerant to the frequent prairie fires. In the Midwest the oaks are uniquely fire tolerant and have
developed some useful tricks to survive.
Of the oaks, the Bur Oak is the most common savanna species and the most fire tolerant. It has a thick corky bark which is
resistant to fire and protects the tree from the extreme heat. Even the acorns have developed a defense against fire. Bur oak acorns
have a thick wooly cap which covers most of the nut to protect it from fire. Young oaks are able to re-sprout quickly after being
top killed by fire. These young oaks develop a large, deep taproot which allows them to store a lot of energy. This stored energy
allows the young oaks to shoot up during wet periods or prolonged periods without fire. The leaves of the bur oak have also
developed characteristics to promote fire. The dried leaves curl up along the edges to promote burning and even contain
flammable chemicals.
Most true forests contain very little herbaceous ground cover due to the deep shade. Because of the open nature of the savanna,
there are many areas of scattered sunlight reaching the ground where herbaceous plants can survive. Many species of prairie
grasses and wildflowers flourish in oak savannas along with some species which occur only in savannas.
In restored and managed savannas, open grown oaks are easily recognizable. However, the majority of savannas that exist today
are highly degraded and may not even be recognizable from true forest. Open grown oaks may be present, but they are often
surrounded by an overgrowth of weedy trees and shrubs because of a lack of fire. The large lower limbs of these open grown trees
may still be present, but are often dead and in some instances gone. The only evidence left may be the large knots where the
branches once grew.
.
(Continued page 7)
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Wildlife Management
Habitat Management
By Greg Sieck, Natural Resource Manager
On this sunny, 40 degrees calm November day you can see the whitetail bucks are
chasing the does as the peak of the rut ensues, the turkeys are packing on the
pounds, squirrels are gathering mast for their dens and the waterfowl migration is in
full force. As we just begin to notice the landscape changes the wildlife have already
sensed the change and are preparing for winter.
Winter is packed with a punch full of freezing temperatures, snow, ice and wind.
Wildlife needs food, water and a thermal cover to survive. If you’re a landowner and an animal lover there are ways you can help wildlife
get through the bitter months of winter. First let’s start with food. Corn, wheat, beans, sorghum, turnips, radishes, and alfalfa are just a few
examples of what wildlife will utilize as a food source from farming practices. Natural food sources occur from plants, trees and shrubs
such as acorns, locust pods, berries, and seeds.
Structuring your wildlife food plot component around nearby cover will lower stress levels and aide in survival.
When choosing a food plot don’t get tunnel vision. Diversity in planting multiple plots is going to give the
wildlife in your area much more to choose from. Planting needs to take place in the spring and or late summer
depending on what food source to choose to go with. Food plots need to be planned out ahead of time as timber
prepping can begin now.
Timber prepping is simply manipulating the habitat through edge feathering with a chainsaw, clear cutting small bedding areas and hinge
cutting trees and shrubs. You can really build a fortress for wildlife that they can call home and help block the cold winter wind. The end
goal is to have an array of fallen trees in an expanded area to give home to rabbits, deer, and other
wildlife near a food source.
As for a water source wildlife will need to be more dependent on the land. They will seek out
creeks, lakes, rivers, edges of frozen ponds to back yard heated bird baths. Wildlife such as deer
and rabbits can also get their water uptake through plants such as winter wheat, clover, rye,
chicory, and turnips when available.
In your preparation to support the wildlife you can look forward to soaking up some benefits as well. There is something very peaceful and
beautiful about watching wildlife throughout the winter so hopefully your food plots are in, you have a few final days of warm weather to
timber prep and your land just happens to sit near a water source. Enjoy!
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Museum News
Dallas County Centennial Celebration History Books: A Forgotten Resource

By Pete Malmberg, Curator
When researchers visit Forest Park Museum they are sometimes surprised to find the wide selection of Dallas County history books that
are available. We now have four county history books covering various periods of time plus a pictorial history book published as of 2017.
Most of these are in the Forest Park library or other libraries around the county.
There is, however, a frequently overlooked resource available for researchers. Centennial Committees in most Dallas County towns
produced very interesting Centennial histories of their towns. At Forest Park we currently have the histories of Perry, Adel, Dawson,
Bouton, Woodward, Minburn, Dallas Center, Waukee, Redfield and Dexter.
These simply produced books contain some forgotten photos and stories that are little gems for
researchers. Typically, these volumes are divided into sections devoted to town founding stories
followed by business, industry, church and club histories. Family histories usually fill the last
half. Many rarely seen historical photos and stories are in these histories.
Most people are very unaware of the rich mining history of northeast Dallas County. The
Woodward history discusses many of the area mines and long forgotten mining camps like
Phildia, Scandia and the now tiny settlement of Moran. These camps were once home to
schools, stores and churches during the first half of the 20th century.
Driving through Bouton today it is hard to imagine the town was once home to two banks and a number of other long forgotten businesses,
most of them destroyed in fires. Sauerkraut Days, Wedding Dances and Ball games were big celebrations and the town was known for
being very lively.
Redfield was known as a very active town from its earliest days, boasting a baseball team in
the 1870s and the still active brickyard. The Old Settlers Celebration dating from its early
years is still a major local celebration.
Dexter is famous for many things; Bonnie and
Clyde, resurrecting Harry Truman’s Campaign,
and a noted chocolate shop being just a few of
them. The town history describes the great
vision and community investment by local
businessmen to establish several industries and build the legendary Community House in 1916.
A look at these histories reveals many other almost forgotten facts; the semi- professional
baseball team in Linden, the Van Meter creature that became a legend, the murder of the
Minburn night watchman, the Adel bank robbery that came close to killing several noted local
citizens and many other great stories.
A look at these histories provides a glimpse into our rich local history. Next time you visit Forest Park Museum or one of the local
libraries, open one and be amazed at our own stories!
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Conservation Update
Oak Savanah

(Continued from page 4)

Several projects are underway in Iowa to restore oak savannas. By opening up the understory and returning fire to the landscape, some stunning results have been achieved. Many rare plants and animals such as the Mead’s Milkweed and Southern Flying Squirrel have returned to
the sites.
The Dallas County Conservation Board is currently in the fledgling stages of several small scale savannah restorations at the Kuehn Conservation Area, Voas Nature Area, and the Seth Dayton Stagecoach House. Our initial efforts have focused on the removal of unwanted
woody vegetation under the Bur Oaks in order to allow sunlight to penetrate to the ground. We have noticed some positive responses by
favorable vegetation.
These restorations will occur in multiple phases over multiple years, utilizing both staff and volunteers. Multiple volunteer groups have
contributed the restoration at the Voas Nature Area, including the Summer Youth Volunteer group over the last two summers.
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Nature & The Naturalist
Environmental Optimism
By Chris Adkins, Environmental Ed. Coord/Naturalist
Environmental Optimism– these are two words that are not often scripted together in our writing. Environmentalist are indeed often viewed as the ultimate glass half empty guys. In fact, we might be characterized
as the chicken littles, the sky is falling– pessimists. In a world where almost every day new research and
observations identify yet another ecological crisis looming on the horizon threatening the very future of life
as we know it on this planet, the environmentalist doomsday message rings loud and uniform– Drag out the
long-haired hippie tree-hugger, don a placard, THE END IS NEAR
The message, true– but scary, falls on a deaf ear, grown immune to one too many environmentalists crying
wolf. Communication fails and change is not effected. Perhaps it is time for a new approach - ENVIRONMENTAL OPTIMISM.
This new notion in communicating the message of environmentalists is rooted not so much in the science of ecology, as in an
understanding of human nature. Environmentalists have long lamented– why / how can humans remain quietly in their planetary seats when confronted with the facts of the ecological insanity. How can you explain the less than sane response of our
society in the face of today’s mounting ecological catastrophes? The answers are found in the message. Psychologists have
long understood that you can not evoke a change in human behavior when the motivating factor is fear. You can not scare people into caring, and thus acting. Indeed, the old environmentalist message of doom only leads to apathy– paralysis.
I think we can all relate to this in our personal responses to current ecological problems. Climate change, soil erosion, extinction rates are all complex, global issues that seem to offer no recourse for individual involvement or action. The message is one
that leaves us discouraged, conquered– inactive. What is the use in trying?
The Environmental Optimism movement seeks to change the dialogue. The message needs to evolve from one that focuses on
the problems, to one that focuses on the solutions. An analogy that is employed by this movement really resonated with me.
Consider this– Martin Luther King is an example of an individual that identified an enormous problem in our world, and was
able to effect change to correct a seemingly insurmountable issue. King did this by engaging people not with a “I have a
PROBLEM speech”, but instead with a “I have a DREAM” message. Towards this end, Earth Optimism Summits were held
this year during Earth Week across the globe bringing together environmentalists to celebrate a change in the focus,

(Continued on page 9)
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Environmental Optimism
from problem to solution. Realize the strategy is not to just “cheer people up”, but to share success actions, increase their
chance of replication– connect the points of what has and is working to what could work in the future. Humans by nature are
empowered and inspired when they know a solution is possible.
How can we bring this movement home to Dallas County Conservation? In future communications I will strive to illuminate for
you the success of conservation here in our place. DCCB needs to become a voice that does not just bring an awareness of
ecological problems to you, but instead invites you to dream. Successful actions addressing environmental issues must be
showcased, shared, replicated.
Be sure to know– this is not DCCB drinking the proverbial Kool-Aide. We are not suddenly inhabiting a world of rainbows,
unicorns and pixie dust. Environmental Optimism is not a Pollyannaish bunch of dreamers filled with misplaced hope. It is
important to distinguish here between hope and optimism. Hope is a relatively passive thing, where you are in effect stating- “
against all odds, against all evidence, I keep on hoping”. Optimism is an active process of seeking out solutions. Environmental
Optimism does not ignore the ecological failures present in our world, nor does it fail to recognize the magnitude of what is
necessary to do to correct these failures. It does change the paradigm– the focus is on the solution, not the problem. It
encourages us to move from a sense of loss, to a dialogue about a path leading forward towards answers and ecological
sustainability.
I find council in an odd place here– the words of Yogi Berra. Long ago, an elder shared Yogi’s words with me, “If you don’t
know where you are going, you are sure to get there”. For too long environmentalists have known only too well where we were,
a world filled with ecological wounds, but had no vision of where we wanted to go. Environmental Optimism provides us with
an active approach to identify where we want to go, and how we intend to get there.
Even the bare knuckles science of ecology offers up optimism. You undoubtedly have seen reference to the concept of tipping
points in the discussions of nature’s implosion to human induced environmental problems. This is the notion that ecological
systems absorb change, and continue to operate up to a given point. Once reached, the natural system has exhausted its built in
capacity to adapt to pressures, and sudden changes occur. A tipping point is reached. The optimistic bright spot in this analysis
is that tipping points are also present in human behavior. Positive tipping points in humans’ responses to societal pressures
show big changes in human behaviors can happen very quickly once the societal tipping point is reached. We have
demonstrated in our history that we are a species that can change our behaviors very rapidly. The question to be answered here
is whether we will get to our tipping points before nature gets to its own.
For my self, I am optimistic. I am making a conscious effort to dream– about solutions. To seek out, recognize and replicate
answers to the problems that face us now, and in the future. I invite you to join DCCB as an optimistic dreamer in 2018. Look
to our newsletter, facebook site and programming for optimism. Together let’s work on an answer to where it is that we want to
go. I am certain, that together we can get there.

515-238-7875—cell
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Calendar of Events
Winter 2017

January
A Conversation with an Owl
Thursday, January 11 Bear Creek Nature Center– Kuehn
7:00 to 8:00 p.m.
If you would like to meet our local owls face to face and learn
more about these winged, nocturnal predators then join us. Along
with introducing you to the owls of your place we will also
examine the unique adaptations that allow these winged wonders to
hunt the night time prairies and woodlands of Dallas County. This
program will feature a live barred owl that has been injured,
rehabilitated, but can not be returned to the wilds. Armed with your
new owl wisdom you can better understand our wilds and consider
joining us for our annual owl prowl program on Jan. 31 st.
Registration is required for this program.
Bird Watching Basics
Sunday, January 14, Waukee Public Library, Coal Mine
Room
1:00-3:00 Free
Are you looking for a new and exciting way to connect with
Nature? Come learn the basics to identifying birds. Dallas County
Board naturalist Mike Havlik will guide you through field marks,
behavior and calls to help take the mystery out of backyard birds.
We will be looking for live birds as well. Birds are pretty, usually
abundant and you never know when you might see something
unexpected. A great hobby for people of all ages and a fun social
activity that connects across generations. Registration is
required.
Star Gazing– Story Telling
Kuehn Conservation Area
Sunday, January 14, Bear Creek Nature Center– Kuehn
6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
DCCB invites you to walk out under the star filled night skies, cast
your arms up over your head– and proclaim Tu Omp I Av Tu
Weap. Dallas County’s night skies are filled with stories written in
the stars. Each constellation holds a story and a connection for you
to our place. We invite you to join us in this stellar library, with
books written not in letters and sentences– but in star light. Join us
in the night time wilds of Dallas County as we share a few winter
constellation stories. Registration is required for this program.
Owl Prowl– Super Moon
Kuehn Conservation Area
Wednesday, January 31 Bear Creek Nature Center– Kuehn
6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
Our, “Owl Prowl", hike will begin around a bonfire, with hot
chocolate, as we introduce you to the owls of Dallas County and
their signature calls. Next we will venture out on the woodland
trails of Kuehn and try our luck at calling the owls. You will
experience the thrill of hearing an owl answer back to our call. Join
us on the prowl and we will let an owl answer your questions. Your
nights in the woods will never be the same once you have
talked to an owl! Registration is required for this program. 10

February
Maple Syruping – Two part program, dates are tentative and
weather dependent.
Tree Tapping
Saturday, February 10 ~ 9 am – 10 am
Sportsman Park, Dawson
No matter what the winter is like, spring always comes around. Trees
that have been dormant respond to the increasing day length and
warmer temperatures by sending sap flowing through their systems to
nourish the tiny leaf and flower buds at stems’ ends. If we time the
tapping right, we can siphon off some of the sweet sap of native
maple trees and boil it down to make maple syrup.
The tree tapping program will involve going outside to drill small
holes in select maple trees, installing taps and hooking up the
collection system. Registration is required.
Skull Saturday
Kuehn Conservation Area
Saturday, February 10
1 – 3 p.m.
Skulls are fascinating finds that provide clues about what animals are
lurking in our midst. This open house afternoon at Kuehn will include
displays of native wildlife (mammal, bird, fish and turtle) past and
present – from tiny shrews to part of a mammoth skull, muskies to
owls. You can also bring any skull you have found within Dallas
County and get some help in identifying it. This program is free and
no pre-registration is necessary.
Friends of Prairie Awakening-Prairie Awoke
Kuehn Conservation Area, Sunday, February 18
Bear Creek Nature Center– Kuehn 3—5 p.m
DCCB invites you to an organizational meeting working towards the
creation of a Friends of Prairie Awakening-Awoke group. The
function of this Friends group will be to look forward to the next
twenty years and vision the future of the celebration. Guided by the
conversations and actions of this group, the vital functions of the
Celebration– planning, promotion, funding, volunteer coordination
will be addressed. Join us as we seek to bring the next twenty years of
celebrations to our place and ensure the awakening continues. Your
skill, and more importantly– your spirit is needed. Please consider
joining us. Registration is required for this program.

If you are a group leader and your group is
interested in attending one or more of these
programs, please contact our office for
alternate arrangements.
515-465-3577

Calendar of Events
Winter 2017
February Cont’d

March Cont’d

Eagle Watch
Sunday, February 26 Saylorville Reservoir
Noon - 4 p.m.
Once the idea that we would offer a program of bald eagle viewing
seemed absurd in the face of the species’ pending extinction. This
event is a testament that conservation can and does work. Come
view what is possible when we choose to care for the wilds. The
open waters below the dam at the Saylorville Reservoir create
feeding opportunities that congregate central Iowa’s winter eagles
and almost guarantee you a chance to view an eagle. This program is
a joint effort between DCCB, Polk County Conservation and the
Corps of Engineers. It provides the public with the thrill of viewing
eagles in the Des Moines River valley and educational programming
to increase your understanding of these majestic birds. Specific
viewing locations and programming schedules can be obtained at the
Saylorville Visitors’ Center on the day of the event.

March
Maple Syruping – Two part program, dates are tentative and
weather dependent.
Boiling Off
Saturday, March 3 ~ 9 am – 4 p.m.
Sportsman Park, Dawson
No matter what the winter is like, spring always comes around.
Trees that have been dormant respond to the increasing day length
and warmer temperatures by sending sap flowing through their
systems to nourish the tiny leaf and flower buds at stems’ ends. If
we time the tapping right, we can siphon off some of the sweet sap
of native maple trees and boil it down to make maple syrup.
- Boiling off (the second program) is when we heat the collected sap
so the excess water evaporates. Feel free to stop by to see and taste
what’s going on, realizing that the tastiest results occur near the end.
Register to keep informed of any potential date changes, or check on
our webpage and Facebook. Registration is required.
Aldo Leopold Bench Workshop– Part 1
Forest Park Museum Sunday, March 4
3 - 5 p.m.
Aldo Leopold’s Sand County Almanac will reach its 70th
anniversary next year. To jump start the celebration of this seminal
voice of the conservation movement we are going to spread Aldo’s
words across the landscape of Dallas County. The vehicle we will
use to deliver Leopold’s wisdom to our place will be Leopold
benches inscribed with Aldo’s quotes, distributed through out our
county’s conservation areas. We are inviting you to be a part of this
landscape restoration process by joining us at this workshop
Registration is required for this program.
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I Dig Dirt! - Garden Volunteers Planning Meeting
Forest Park
Saturday, March 24
10 – 11:30 a.m.
Are you interested in helping us establish or maintain the
gardens at Kuehn Conservation Area or Forest Park? This
meeting will include information about the opportunities and
requests for your input and suggestions on schedules, work
days and other details. We look forward to seeing you
digging dirt! Preregistration requested.

OnOn-Call Programs
When It Snows, We Ski!
Voas Nature Area – On Call
Selected weekends and school holidays December through March,
if there are 4 or more inches of snow on the ground and a
naturalist is available, we will host a ski program. We have boots
and skis for people with shoe sizes ranging from youth 12—1 on
up to adult sizes 10.5. The specific dates and times will vary. You
can call or email to put your name on a contact list for personal
notification of dates, look for updates on our website and
Facebook or contact us on a Friday before a weekend that looks
likely. We hope to see you on skis! Cost is $3.00 per person.
Project Snow Storm— Snowy Owls—On-call Location TBD
In 2011 over one hundred snowy owls were reported in the state of
Iowa including Dallas County. According to several birding
organizations this winter is setting up to be another irruption year
for snowy owls. Already there are dozens in the state. We will be
on the look-out for a bird to show up locally and will send out a
call and e-mail to organize a trip. Registration is required for
this free trip as seating is limited.

For more information or to register for any of
our programs, contact:
Dallas County Conservation Board
14581 K Avenue
Perry, IA 50220
515-465-3577
Office Hours: M-F 8 am - 4:30 pm
conservation@dallascountyiowa.gov
www.dallascountyiowa.gov/conservation

Naturalist
Meeting a Fellow Hunter
By Mike Havlik, Naturalist
On October 30th of this year, one of the DCCB staff came across an injured hawk. It was still alive but unable to fly due to a broken
wing. The bird was transported to a wildlife rehabilitator and identified as a juvenile red-tailed hawk. The cause of its injury; this bird
had been shot.
Why would someone shoot a hawk? Some people believe that hawks are eating our game
birds namely pheasant, quail and partridge. Others have had their domestic birds, mostly
free-range chickens preyed upon by a hawk or owl. While this may happen, it is not as
common as many people would have one believe. This is my attempt at creating a better
informed public. Here are some basic facts:
First, it is against the law to shoot any bird that you do not have a permit to hunt. The
Migratory Bird Act passed in 1918, made it illegal to shoot any bird or possess feathers,
nests or eggs. An initial exemption to this law was hawks and owls. The perception was
these birds were detrimental to game birds and therefore competed with human hunting.
The amendment to include birds of prey didn’t take place until 1972. This delay in
protecting hawks and owls created a concept known as entrenched institutional memory.
You will often hear the old adage, “Well that’s the way we have always done it.”
According to our local wildlife rehabilitator, 10% of all the raptors she receives are the
result of illegal shooting. Old ideas take time to change.
Second, many outdoorsmen claim that they have actually seen a hawk kill a pheasant. I went to the North American Falconry Meet when
it was in Waverly, Iowa and went with some falconers who were hunting with red-tailed hawks. I asked if we were hunting pheasants and
they laughed at me. “The red-tail is the B-52 of the raptor world. If you are hunting pheasants you need a falcon.” I was shocked. Redtailed hawks are eating small mammals, rabbits and occasionally birds. They are a “sit and watch predator,” not an active moving one.
I have continued to talk with people who have seen a hawk take a pheasant and have found a common thread that one might not think is
important. There was snow on the ground. Why does this make a difference? Hawks are opportunists; they search for the weak and old.
If a pheasant is crippled by a poor shot it can live for several weeks. It’s unable to fly but can still walk and forage for food like any other
pheasant. Opening day of pheasant season begins in late October and soon after we have our first snow of winter. Snowfall makes
it more difficult for the pheasant to forage and harder for it to camouflage. In either case the hawk has the advantage of taking the injured
pheasant because it was unable to fly. Third, red-tailed hawk migration starts about mid-October and continues until late November. The
peak of this migration corresponds with the opening weekend of pheasant season. Most hunters are outdoors year around but some
neglect the preparation for opening day. To an untrained eye lots of the sky and not a lot of pheasants on the ground equals hawks are
eating all of our upland game birds. By far the biggest impact on pheasant numbers are a cold, wet spring when eggs and chicks have
high mortality.
Finally, the greatest factor affecting all upland bird numbers is loss of habitat. By planting native grasses, forbs and trees we not only
help the birds we put on our table but also song birds, insects and other wildlife including the red-tailed hawk. Maybe with a little
education we can better inform the public and share the land and skies with our fellow hunters.
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Naturalist
Let’s Get Growing!

By Cindy Blobaum, Naturalist
Starting in July 2017, I was given the opportunity to work on exhibits at Forest Park Museum and Voas to update them and make them
more interactive. True to my nature, a considerable amount of my mental energy has been invested in thinking of how to update our
outdoor exhibits. My desire is to develop exhibits that will encourage more people, of all ages, to spend more time outdoors – exploring,
learning, and developing a deeper connection with the natural world right around them.
One area in particular at Forest Park has caught my eye. (Perhaps this is because I can see it from my
desk.) This area is the courtyard gardens in front of the Hastie Building.
Not counting the traffic on the spur on the Raccoon River Valley Trail that
winds through the park, this area has one of the greatest number of walkthroughs. And that is my concern. Walk-through. Rarely do people give
this area more than a passing glance. Even this past summer, when the
gardens were literally fluttering with butterfly activity, few people looked
for more information about the plants or even snapped a picture.
From the records and photos I have seen and the people I have talked to, it
appears the garden area has gotten a makeover about every 15 years. The adjacent Hastie Building was
constructed in 1973 and for some time, the area was home to the First National Bank clock that is now
hanging high at the corner of Willis Ave. and 2nd St. in Perry. It has also been a site for a rock garden,
herbs, vintage/heritage roses, and others. Some plants needed more consistent care and did not make it.
Other plants thrived and spread (lily of the valley, wild ginger, dame’s rocket and scallions being quite
noticeable!) and some plants introduced themselves (hello buckeye
saplings!). It is time to perform another make-over.
In April of 2017, a volunteer crew from Farm Credit Services of America did a fantastic job of cutting
everything back and clearing out the brush. Those efforts provided the impetus for making larger
changes. My plan is to change one-quarter at a time, with each quarter becoming dedicated to
representing a different significant time span in Dallas County history. The
desire is to include plants appropriate to each era, as well as opportunities to do
some hands-on exploration. Currently, I am hoping to include areas that touch
upon pre- human history, native nations, early European settlement, and current
efforts to increase plants for pollinators.
The hands-on exploration options could include: creating a mock dig-site for large animal bones, erecting a small
scale willow wiki-up and three sisters garden plot; planting a wagon wheel garden filled with herbs, spices and
native forbs the early settlers used as well as maintaining the heritage rose collection. And seed collection will be
encouraged once the pollinator plot is done. We may not be able to transplant the butterflies and bees that love
the area, but we will help you do your best to attract them to your place!
All of this will take time – and plenty of sweat. This fall, volunteers and staff concentrated on truly clearing, as in deep digging, the first
quarter area. It has been covered with a weed-blocking cloth to hopefully reduce the work that will need done come spring. At that point, I
would welcome help! If you are interested in any part of this project, from planning to planting to maintaining, I would like to hear from
you. My hope is to write a follow-up article at this time next year, with photos of our success. Ready? Set? Let’s get growing!!

1401 Willis Ave, (Perry)

Marty Bennett
19718 Lexington Rd.
Minburn, IA 50167

Cell # (515) 480-1628
Home # (515) 677-2173

Offices in Perry & Jefferson
Phone:(515)465-4641 (Perry)
Phone: (515)385-3151(Jefferson)
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Raccoon River Valley Trail Permits Available!
Trail fee required for all users ages 18 and older on county managed sections of the Raccoon River Valley Trail. Daily permits cost
$2, Annual Permits (Jan.—Dec.) are $10. Children under the age of 18 can use the trail free anytime. There are several ways you
can get your permit.
• Pay online (credit card) or download a form and mail it with a check by clicking on Annual Trail Pass in the left column at our
website: www.dallascountyiowa.gov/conservation
• Pick up a green envelope/form in a yellow tube located at each of the trail heads. Fill out the form and enclose the correct
amount of money (cash or check), drop it in the tube or mail and your permit will be mailed to you.
• Stop by the office - 14581 K Ave, Perry, IA M—F 8:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m. where you can pay with cash, check, or credit card.
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Trail Talk
“Winter is Coming”
By Curt Cable, Natural Resources Manager
Some of you may recognize the title of this article as a commonly thrown around phrase in a coffee
shop from September into November. Some of you may recognize it as the motto of the HBO series
“Game of Thrones.” In the show the meaning of “winter is coming” is much different than that of
the modern meaning. In the show it is said by way of warning, as to get prepared for the coldest,
snowiest weather you have ever seen…and that you may want to prepare for the unavoidable threat
of the Night King and the Army of the Dead. Thankfully when someone strikes up a conversation
and says “winter is coming, what are you going to do?” I hopefully will never need to explain how I
am going to keep my family and friends safe from the inevitable doom of the Night King and the
Army of the Dead.
I have had that question asked of me several times in the five years that I have been working for a county conservation board. The question
is often along the lines of “what type of work do you do outside when winter arrives?” It’s as if we go into hibernation and are incapable of
working outdoors when temperatures drop below 32 degrees. Now I am not trying to be facetious with this article because it is a valid
question.
This is usually a topic of conversation at the dinner table with friends and family or while at work along the trail or at a park. Like I said
earlier, this is usually brought up in the months prior to winter when temperatures are still above 50 degrees and people are still able to go
outside and recreate. There are still a few people that come out during the winter months and brave the weather, but for the most part there
is a drastic decline in park and trail users during these times. When the public doesn’t see you as often
as they do during the warmer months it may seem as if we truly do go into hibernation. Don’t get me
wrong if that was part of the job description for January and February, sign me up!
The winter months allow us to get some projects done that are easier to accomplish without the high
traffic use during the spring, summer and fall. This may include things like cutting and chipping trees,
using the skid loader to cut out large thickets of invasive species as well as plowing snow. Winter is also
a great time to take inventories, order supplies, work on equipment, drink a lot of coffee, and clean up
our work spaces. There is no shortage of work to be done around Dallas County, even if we did have to
prepare for the Army of the Dead and the Night King too.

Peters Service Center
98 West Willis—Perry
Pop, Beer, Snacks, Ice,
Propane, Kerosene, Diesel

4 Seasons Car Wash
East Willis—Perry
West End Car Wash
West Willis—Perry
*$3 Automatic Carwash with
gas purchase

Stuart Scholz
Marketing
Director

sjscholz@watermarkcommunities.com
www.watermarkcommunities.com
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