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Woodland/Prairie Perspective
Spend some time outside in Dallas County!
Mike Wallace, Director
It’s a great time to be outside. Fall is one of the best times of the year to be outside and enjoying
everything that is around you. Dallas County is fortunate to have many outdoor recreation
opportunities within a few minutes of where we live. In the Fall there are still plenty of warm and
even hot days to take advantage of.
For example: ride a bike on the Raccoon River Valley Trail (RRVT) or the High Trestle Trail. As
the leaves turn colors later in the season one of the best ways to get up close is by being on the
trails we have. The view of the Des Moines River Valley from the High Trestle Trail is hard to
beat. Many scenic areas along the RRVT are present as well. Have you ridden the 72 mile “Loop”
of the RRVT? Lots of scenery to view along with the unique small towns and the amenities they
offer are fun to see and use. Check out the paved crossings that have been completed and the
work that has been completed on the Waukee Art project at the trailhead in Waukee. Biking is an
activity that can be done most of the autumn season and with our trails in Dallas County being
some of the best in the nation; it will be an activity that many will enjoy.
Our environmental education staff are very busy this time of year with school field trips and
outdoor programs for the general public. Check our web site and calendar of events listed in this
newsletter for a variety of interesting programs to attend.
Our local rivers are very low this time of year due to the drought but usually this is a great time of
year to float the Middle and North Raccoon Rivers. Fishing during the autumn months is also
very rewarding.
Fall is also the time of year when many participate in various hunting activities. Dallas County
provides many areas to hunt pheasant, quail, doves, ducks, geese and deer. One of the newer
areas in Dallas County that is open to hunting is the 300 acre addition to the Voas Nature Area.
This area north of the existing Voas Nature Area was created as a “wetland bank”. It has several
wetlands established and has a large tract of prairie established as well. This area is good for
pheasant, and waterfowl. The wetland bank area is an area that only non toxic ammunition is
allowed. No lead is allowed on this area for any type of hunting.
~ continued on page 2
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Woodland/Prairie Perspective
Spend some time outside in Dallas County!
There is a section of the Voas Nature Area that has been set aside as a youth hunting area. This area can be used only
by youth accompanied by adults. Only the youth are allowed to hunt. This area is open to those that make reservations
with our office and a permit is needed to hunt on this section. No cost to do this but we do control the number of
people on the site at one time. Contact our office for more information on using our youth hunting area.
Among other things, I think fall camping is one of my favorite things I used to do as a kid. The weather is still nice
during the day and it cools down just enough where a campfire is looked forward to. If you have not been to
Sportsman Park east of Dawson lately you will be surprised at what you will find. We have a modern campground with
shower building. We also have two “Camping Cabins” that are available year around that sleeps 5. They are air
conditioned and heated. They have their own shower and restroom within the cabin. Sportsman Park also has a really
nice enclosed lodge that is heated and air conditioned and again this facility would be great to use in the fall. It can hold
a group of 120. Just call our office at 515-465-3577 to get more information and to make reservations.

Spend the Night in a Dallas
County Park
Sportsman Park-Cabins, RV and
Tent Camping-Dawson, IA
Kuehn Conservation Area Tent Camping-Earlham, IA
Glissman Conservation Area Lodge-Adel, IA
Dayton Stagecoach Inn-Bouton, IA

For reservations call Dallas County Conservation Board
Office at 515-465-3577
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Woodland/Prairie Perspective
Raccoon River Valley Trail to High Trestle Trail “Connector” Project
Dallas County Conservation Board (DCCB)
PROJECT STATUS
Total Project Cost (9 miles Perry to Woodward) $5,000,000
Received/Committed to date approx. $1,600,000
Remaining amount to raise $3,400,000
Feasibility Route Study/partial preliminary design
Completed $132,378 (funded)
Phase I Construction (Perry to 130th street, 1.56 miles proposed)
Phase I Construction Costs $566,000
Received/Committed to date $190,000
Remaining amount to raise $366,000

•

•
•

The DCCB is in the process of fundraising for this important 9 mile project that will connect the Raccoon River Valley Trail
(RRVT) to the High Trestle Trail (HTT). The search for additional grants, donations, and pledges will continue. This project
will be built in phases over a period of a few years. It is hoped Phase I can be started in 2018.
As of 8-21-2017 approx. $1.6 million of the $5 million has been raised.
Some of the donors supporting this project include the following:
ο Bock Family Foundation pledged for $30,000.
ο Dallas County Foundation pledged for $60,000.
ο Raccoon Valley Bank pledged for $100,000.
ο Joyce and the late “Pete" Vankirk $100,000 donation matched by other smaller donations that reached another
$100,000. This effort made it possible for an overall $200,000 donation.
ο A Wellmark Grant has been approved for $90,000.
ο Perry Economic Development has pledged $100,000.
Federal, State, and County funding received/committed to date $997,519.
Go to: www.letsconnectdallascounty.com for more information and donation opportunities

Like us on Facebook and
stay up-to-date on all of our
programs.
If you wish to receive this quarterly newsletter, contact us at conservation@dallascountyiowa.gov or
515-465-3577
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Conservation Update
Burrowing Webworm
By Justin Smith, Deputy Director/Biologist
I recently took a phone call regarding a peculiar and rather uncommon insect pest in Iowa. The caller reported that their lawn was
covered in what looked like cigarette butts from a distance. These objects
seemingly appeared overnight.
I later went to the site for a visit, and the callers lawn did look like it was
covered in cigarette butts. Upon closer examination the objects were 1-2
inches long and about as big around as a pencil. Each one, at first glance
looked to be made of paper, but were really made of a tightly woven very
tough silk. They were incredibly difficult to tear in half. I was stumped and
went back to the office to do some research.
Burrowing Webworm Casing
As it turns out, this casing belonged to an individual from a group of insects
called the burrowing webworm. Several species of these caterpillars are occasionally found in lawns throughout the state. In fact, they
are sometimes called cigarette paper webworms.

These unusual insects are very interesting, and typically cause very little
damage to lawns unless the infestation is unusually large. The life cycle of
each species of webworm varies slightly. The underground stages of the
webworms life can vary from 1-3 years. Upon hatching, the caterpillars
construct a 2 inch long vertical burrow in the soil. The burrow is then
lined with the distinctive papery casing, which looks like an empty
cigarette paper. The caterpillars which live in these casings will then
emerge at night to feed on the grass blades of the lawn.
When the larvae are reaching maturity, birds will commonly feed on the
larvae, and in the process of pulling the larvae out, they also pull out this
burrow lining. The birds eat the caterpillars but leave the burrow lining on
the lawn surface which is exactly the case in this scenario. The caller told me that the robins in the lawn were picking up the casing,
probably checking them for the caterpillars inside.
Unknown Species of Adult Webworm Moth

The individual caterpillars that do reach maturity will eventually pupate, and emerge as a moth. Some species of the burrowing
webworms will hatch multiple generations throughout the growing season. Those that hatch in the later months will burrow deeper into
the ground and overwinter. When spring arrives they will return to the surface and start the cycle over again.
Large infestations of the burrowing webworms can cause damage to your lawn. Damage is often observed as brown patches the size of
a baseball in your lawn. This feeding damage is frequently unnoticed during times of drought as the dormant grass around the damaged
area can hide the webworm’s work.

DJ Services
Septic system maintenance and tank pumping
2460 337th Street
Perry, IA 50220
(515) 436-7212
(515) 339-5718
Daryle Bennett II
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Wildlife Management
Hunting Whitetail Deer
By Greg Sieck, Natural Resource Manager
When it comes to hunting and fishing, we all started somewhere, we have learned from our failures and our victories have taught us not to give
up. Learning to read the land, following the animal signs and weather patterns creates a greater opportunity for a successful trip. Years of
experience have led me to become the passionate and successful bow hunter I am today. I am here to tell you beginners luck may work in a card
game but when bow hunting whitetail deer you may fall short without proper planning.
Where to start:
Aerial map- A phone or computer will be a very important tool to use before stepping
foot on your hunting ground.
The FAQ’s:
These are just a few questions you need to ask yourself and make sure you do your
homework before season is upon us.
1. When do you plan to hunt- Early Season, Pre/Rut, Late Season?
2. What wind can you hunt these spots on?
3. How will you access these stands?
4. Pre-season scouting areas?
Aerial map- look at surrounding areas and the information to your advantage (break
down the terrain)
Plan to hunt- Different seasons, different patterns of deer movement
Early Season (October 1st-October 25th) Key in on Oak ridges as the acorns are
dropping.
Pre/Rut (October 25th- November 20th) Doe bedding areas and evening food sources.
Late Season (November 25th- January 10th) Food near heavy thermal cover
Where to hunt:
Dallas County has great opportunities awaiting the public land bow hunter. The 640
acre Big Bend Wildlife Area is home to a number of whitetails and other game animals.
There is also 340 acres of public hunting adjacent to it managed by the Iowa
Department of Natural Resources. You can hike or paddle into the heart of the area in
hopes of tagging that once in a life time whitetail. I hope these tips are helpful to get the planning process started, here is to a successful archery
season.
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Museum News
Tell A Tale Of IOWA
By Pete Malmberg, Curator
Many people I talk with feel that younger Iowans are not learning about our state. They argue that people are just not aware of our state’s
unique heritage as the best example of New England Yankee, Upland South and Western European immigrant cultural mix in the United States.
A little reading can change this situation. There are some very interesting books and articles on Iowa history that tell our story very well and
help educate Iowans. New history books, like the one local writer Darcy Maulsby just released, are published regularly.
One of the best books for people wanting to learn
more about Iowa is Tell a Tale of IOWA. This book was
published by Don Brown in 1965 and is familiar to many
older Iowans. In my opinion, it is perfect for the Internet
age. Stories are short and well organized by theme. The
seven themes include; Native American and Settler
stories, Crime and Mysteries, Favorites, Heroes,
Dreamers, Characters and Unforgettable People. Yes, we
have plenty of all of those.
The legendary Native American Chiefs Black Hawk and
Mahaska feature prominently in the first section. Most
people are unaware of Mahaska’s desperate efforts to keep
his Ioway people together and out of trouble.
Unfortunately for him, his efforts resulted in his eventual murder at the hands of two of his own men. No Iowa history book would be
complete without the story of the notorious Spirit Lake Massacre and the smaller Teagarden family murders. Brown tells all of these stories in a
suspenseful writing style.
Brown discusses many of our state’s criminal acts in part two. Most people are unaware that homegrown outlaws like the Troublesome Creek
Gang and the savage but dumb Valentine brothers caused serious problems in parts of rural Iowa. Legendary outlaws such as the James gang,
Dillinger Gang and Bonnie and Clyde were known to pass through and committed their share of robberies. The author describes one of the
Dillinger Gang raids in gripping fashion.
What other state can boast of holding a hobo festival, a legendary little brown church, a Corn Palace, or a Giant? Brown tells all about these
famous Iowa stories and follows up with a story about the 1890s version of the Battleship Iowa. Today, visitors can see models of the 1940s
and 1980s Battleship at Forest Park Museum. These models were present at the relaunch ceremony when the ship started a voyage around the
world in the 1980s. Of course Iowa has our share of heroic figures. The five Sullivan brothers, the Coppoc brothers from John Brown’s raid on
Harpers Ferry, and the extremely courageous Senator Grimes who prevented the impeachment of President Andrew Johnson are just a few of
them. No history of Iowa heroes would be complete without an account of Kate Shelley and her incredible train rescue in Boone County.
Most people have dreams, but some are bigger than others. Wild West writers, humorists, musicians and artists all called Iowa home. Brown’s
story about how unhappy Grant Wood’s dentist was with his image in the famous American Gothic painting is particularly hilarious.
Continued on page 7
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Museum News
Continued from page 6

Tell A Tale Of IOWA
Iowa has its share of characters, some of them even achieved national prominence. The author tells about the scandal of Amelia Bloomer and
the short dress with pantaloons she popularized to the consternation of many Iowans and people across the nation. This state also produced the
worst Vaudeville Act in history. The terrible Cherry sisters as they were known, sang so badly that objects including eggs and tomatoes were
thrown at them regularly and forced them to perform behind chicken wire. In spite of this the three sisters sang regularly together for many
years and received a full New York Times article when they passed away.
Some people, like Buffalo Bill Cody and the famous Ringling Brothers, will be remembered for generations to come. These are just some of the
noteworthy Iowans Brown discusses and make for a fitting end to this book. Tell a Tale of IOWA is certainly not a complete history of Iowa
and doesn’t claim to be. Instead, it succeeds in getting readers interested in our unique state history and some of the many people who shaped
the state as we know it today. Next time you visit the library or a used book store, find out if it is available. You will find it worth a read!
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Nature & The Naturalist
Iowa’s Finest—Defenders of Wilderness
By Chris Adkins, Environmental Ed. Coord/Naturalist
The renown author, and wilderness activist, Edward Abbey, wrote-”Wilderness needs no defense, just more defenders”. Dallas
County, and Iowa, are getting it right, by way of Abbey.
Pictured here are 32 Wilderness defenders. Eleven of them are high school students from our county’s schools, all pilgrims on
DCCB’s 2017 Wilderness backpacking trek. Another twelve of the youthful faces seen here are Johnson County high school students, participants in Johnson CCB’s first ever Wilderness trek. This group was lead by Sydney Algreen, Earlham native, and former student of the wilds in Dallas County through DCCB’s environmental education programming during her K through 12 school
career. In the summer of 2016, Sydney joined DCCB’s Wilderness trek in an effort to learn the ropes, with the creation of a Wilderness trek opportunity for Johnson County’s youth as the goal. Pictured here is evidence of Sydney, and her co-leader, Kristin Marrow, both now naturalists for JBBC success. JCCB gone wild! Great job Sydney and Kristin.

These two teams of Iowa youth ventured from their home turf this summer to author their defense of Wilderness. These defenders
built Wilderness trail, cleared and opened Wilderness trail, while they searched the vastness for something they had lost. I hiked the
trails with DCCB’s defenders. Together we built trail, swam in the wild waters of Wind Lake, soaked in the wild waters of Jerry
Johnson Hot Springs. The wilderness nights brought us a blanket of the dark field skyscape of innumerous stars. Campfires circled
us in conversation, debates, songs and comradery. Grave Peak provided a summit to challenge our legs and reward our spirits. It
was my great good fortune to call these pilgrims my friends for the eleven days of their trek. It is forever buried here in friendship
that I will hold these defenders in my heart.
Look again at this Iowa crowd. A close scrutiny would allow you to recognize four other DCCB native Wilderness defenders.
Ethan Spoerry, Sam Freestone, Gavin Monson and Mark Sinwell. These four are all alumni of DCCB’s Wilderness backpacking
trek from their high school days. Ethan, a senior environmental science major at Luther College and Sam, a junior wildlife biology
major at Iowa State, defended the wilds the entire summer of 2017. These two applied and were selected to the prestigious and
highly competitive intern program of the Selway–Bitterroot Frank Church Wilderness Foundation. In the midst of their hitches
working for the foundation they were able to connect with this year’s treks. Indeed, Sam served as the Foundation’s group leader
for the JCCB group. Gavin, the quintessential wandering soul, has spent his last 4 years working the wilds, building trails for various
Continued on page 9
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agencies through out the west. He joined the DCCB trek, and taught us all what Abbey was speaking to. Mark, serendipitously,
applied to the Foundation’s adult wilderness volunteer program, and ended up exactly overlapping our trek on the calendar. An ISU,
pre-med student, his wisdom was a game changer for us in a case of food poisoning. Thanks “Doc”.
That is a slew of Iowans, a long way from Dallas County, gathered here, celebrating their hitch in the wilds, Abbey’s defense, and a
kinship known only to those that have answered the call of the wild. I wish to finally draw your attention to the faces of two elders
in this sea of youth– Connie Saylor-Johnson and Bob Myers. Connie is the now retired US Forest Service Wilderness Ranger that
together with me, dreamed up this trek for Iowans more than two decades ago. Twenty-four years later, averaging twelve trekkers
learning to defend each trek– that’s 288 trekkers. Connie is the foundation on which yesterday’s, today’s and tomorrow’s learning
opportunities for these defenders are anchored. Known as Momma Moose, she is infamous for the tenacity with which she works
to defend the Wilderness and position trekkers in the wilds to learn its story,
grow to love it as she has, and find their manner to defend.
Bob Myers, alumnus of the 2015 DCCB Adult Wilderness Trek, spent the
summer of 2016 as a Foundation intern. Fully intending to grow this
experience into a future career in the Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness, Bob was
waylaid by the siren whisper of Iowa’s wild prairies beckoning him home.
Following his summer’s defense in the Selway, Bob return to the roots of his
wildness, now working for Polk County Conservation in ecosystem
restoration. The skill set Bob acquired as an intern positioned him perfectly to
bring his Wilderness First Aid and Cross Cut Sawyer certifications to help lead
DCCB’s trekkers with me on the 2017 journey. His backcountry skills and
immense kind heart enhance the wilds for all of DCCB’s defenders.
Seen here, positioned with me by the marker identifying the Wilderness
boundary, is the definition of a wilderness defender and a soul I consider my
brother. Author, Richard Bach’s quote resonates here for me when he wrote
that “brothers are often not born in the same family”. Bob’s volunteer work as
the trek’s leader, allowed DCCB to grow this year’s crop of defenders. Thanks
brother.
In closing, many of you reading this article may never have the opportunity to
join DCCB on a trek to walk your talk in the wilds and author your defense.
How then can you answer Abbey’s call to arms. Please consider this defense–
do everything you can to become educated in the current debate swirling
around our country’s National Monument areas. These public lands were identified and protected because of their wildness. Many
of our current federally designated Wilderness areas, began as National Monuments areas. Currently, National Monument areas
created in the past ten years are under review. Their futures fall in two directions: continued protection as public lands or a change
in their management polices, allowing for development, and opening them up to resource extraction.
Your educated attention and voice to our politicians will decide the future of these wild areas.

515-238-7875—cell
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Calendar of Events
Fall 2017

October

November

High Trestle Hawk Watch
Sunday October 8th
10:00am—4:00pm
High Trestle Trail overlook
Come experience the “River of
Raptors” as hawks, eagles and
falcons migrate south through the
Des Moines River valley. Several
bird watchers will be on hand to help with identification. For
beginners and more experienced birders. Viewing will be on
the west overlook on the Woodward side of the HTB. Parking
is on the east side off of QF in Boone County. A half mile
walk on level ground is required.

Winter Storytelling and Campfire
Saturday November 4th
6:30—7:45 pm
Kuehn Conservation Area, Earlham
During the long nights of winter Native People would gather and
tell their stories. Inside a warm tipi with just the light of a
campfire they would tell of fantastic journeys, cautionary tales and
learn how things came to be. This date was chosen because of the
full moon. Sun will be setting at 6:54 and moonrise is 7:02. Bring
a blanket to sit or for extra warmth. Registration absolutely
required as space is limited.
If you are a group leader and your group is interested in
attending one or more of these programs, please contact our
office for alternate arrangements. 515-465-3577

Fall Colors River Float
Middle / South Raccoon River
Sunday, October 15
1:00—6:00 p.m.
Join Dallas County Conservation on
Sunday, October 15, from 1:00 to 6:00
p.m., for a Fall Colors River Float
down the Middle / South Raccoon
Rivers. This paddle season has been one of extremes– too
much or too little. We’ll hope for a little rain and a navigable
river. Few of Dallas County’s wild places are as beautiful as the
river valley decked out in all of it’s fall color splendor. Join us
for a lazy float to cap off your fall paddling .
Registration is required for this program.

For more information or to register
for any of our programs, contact:
Dallas County Conservation Board
14581 K Avenue
Perry, IA 50220
515-465-3577
Office Hours: M-F 8 am - 4:30 pm
conservation@dallascountyiowa.gov
www.dallascountyiowa.gov/
conservation
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Calendar of Events
Fall 2017
OnOn-Call Programs

December

Salamander Crossing
Web Watch Program
Voas Nature Area, near
Minburn
In early October when the
weather is cool and damp,
hundreds of tiger
salamanders migrate from the field and ditches surrounding
Voas back into their overwintering wetlands. If you’d like to
witness this amazing yearly journey, add our website
(www.dallascountyiowa.gov/conservation ) to your list of
favorites or friend us on Facebook. The day we notice a lot of
salamanders starting to move, we’ll post it. That evening
(which is when the greatest number of salamanders is likely to
be seen), we’ll be on hand to introduce you to a salamander
and send you out to search. Dress in clothes that are warm and
waterproof, and drive carefully as the salamanders don’t look
both ways before crossing the roads! If you do not have easy
access to a computer, please contact our office for alternate
notification arrangements for this free program. Please note
that Minburn Road was closed this summer for repaving
and may or may not be reopened by salamander night.
The best alternate route is taking 187th St. west out of the
north edge of Minburn, then turning south on Lexington.

Dallas County Christmas Bird Count
Saturday, December 16th
Come join DCCB and RRWA for a day of
birding with a purpose. Each year local
bird clubs gather around the Christmas
holiday to take a “snapshot” of what birds
are in their area. This information is sent
to the National Audubon Society which looks at the long term
health of bird populations over the last 100 years. Participants
are divided into groups, each with an experienced birder in a
different location in the county. We usually hike in the morning
and drive the area in the afternoon. It does not matter if you are
a beginning or experienced birder, the day is filled with beauty
and opportunities for learning. Registration is required for this
free program.
Winter Solstice
Thursday, December 21
7:00—8:00 am
Location – Hanging Rock, Redfield
Join us, at 7:28 a.m., to observe the Winter Solstice at the
astronomical clock at Hanging Rock. Learn about its history and
pause to consider the celestial waltz of the seasons as we
celebrate. Registration is required.

When It Snows, We Ski!
Voas Nature Area
There are certain years when the
best snow comes before winter
actually starts. If that happens this
time around, we want to take
advantage of it! Selected weekends
and school holidays in November
and December, if there are 4 or
more inches of snow on the
ground and a naturalist is available, we will host a ski program.
We have boots and skis for people with shoe sizes ranging
from youth 12—1 on up to adult sizes 10.5. The specific dates,
times and places will vary. You can call or email to put your
name on a contact list for personal notification of dates; look
for updates on our website and Facebook or contact us on a
Friday before a weekend that looks likely. We hope to see you
on skis! Cost is $3.00 per person. Registration is required for
this program.

End of the Year Dance Party
December 27, 28, 29
Baldwin Hall, Forest Park, Perry
1 – 3 p.m.
Whether you want to practice your moves for a New Year’s Eve
party, shake off a post-Christmas slump or take a trip down
memory lane, Baldwin Hall will be the place to be! We will get
out everything from the Victrola to a Dance Dance Revolution
mat and crank up the tunes and take requests for an afternoon
of fun! Free, and no preregistration required!

Thank You!
We appreciate your
donations of our programs!

Roger Howell
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Naturalist
2017 Summer Youth Program
By Mike Havlik, Naturalist
The 2017 Summer Youth Program was able to continue clearing the savanna habitat at Voas Nature Area. The 14 volunteers cleared brush and
cut small trees that were limiting light to a grove of 100+ year old oak trees. This winter DCCB staff will burn the brush piles and remove
stumps. We have already seen several native savanna plants and grasses emerge in the area. Best Summer Ever!

Before

After
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Naturalist
What’s in a Name?
By Mike Havlik, Naturalist
What do the Hunger Games and the Wapsipinicon River
have to do with conservation? Katniss, the name of the
main character in the Hunger Games is derived from an
aquatic plant with edible roots. Wapsipinicon is the
name the Ojibwa gave for the same edible plant which
in their language means swan potato. The plant in both
cases is Arrowhead, also known as duck potato, Indian
onion, katniss, swan potato, swamp potato, Tule potato,
water nut and white potato. Arrowhead is an aquatic
plant with dark green, arrow-shaped leaves thus its name. Its scientific name is Sagittaria
which means “of an arrow”.
The leaves usually grow above water while its roots also called tubers, grow in water. The
tubers produce a round, potato sized ball which is edible and an important food to swans, ducks and people, thus its other
names.
In Dallas County Arrowhead can be found at Voas Nature Area in its many wetlands and is especially abundant on the large
marsh area to the north. This is one of the few wetland habitats that have nesting waterfowl in the county. It is also significant
because trumpeter swans are being seen in that same area in the fall, winter and spring. They are
present every season except when they nest.
Trumpeter swans disappeared from Iowa in the late 1800’s and in 1932 only 69 were known to exist
in the entire United States. The Iowa DNR and other conservation groups reintroduced them to the
state in the mid 1990’s. Hopefully with the presence of their name sake food, Wapsipinicon they will
once again return to nest in Dallas County.
As for Katniss, she became a master archer like the Arrowhead’s scientific name Sagittarius the
Centaur. So, what’s in a name?
Raccoon River Valley Trail Permits Available!
Trail fee required for all users ages 18 and older on county managed sections of the Raccoon River Valley Trail. Daily permits cost
$2, Annual Permits (Jan.—Dec.) are $10. Children under the age of 18 can use the trail free anytime. There are several ways you can
get your permit.
• Pay online (credit card) or download a form and mail it with a check by clicking on Annual Trail Pass in the left column at our
website: www.dallascountyiowa.gov/conservation
• Pick up a green envelope/form in a yellow tube located at each of the trail heads. Fill out the form and enclose the correct amount
of money (cash or check), drop it in the tube or mail and your permit will be mailed to you.
• Stop by the office - 14581 K Ave, Perry, IA M—F 8:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m. where you can pay with cash, check, or credit card.

1401 Willis Ave, (Perry)

Marty Bennett
19718 Lexington Rd.
Minburn, IA 50167

Cell # (515) 480-1628
Home # (515) 677-2173

Offices in Perry & Jefferson
Phone:(515)465-4641 (Perry)
Phone: (515)385-3151(Jefferson)
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C. Scott Finneseth
DuWayne J. Dalen
Mark J. Powell
John C. Powell
G. Robert Sackett

Trail Talk
Off the Beaten Path
By Curt Cable, Natural Resources Manager
Fall is in the air here in this first week of September as I write this article. I have been struggling to think of what I will write
about this time. I have spent hours at night looking at blogs and looking into what other county conservation boards are
writing about…still nothing. As my mind wanders aimlessly I start thinking about where I used to work in Poweshiek County
and how we would be wrapping up the long camping season after Labor Day and tying up summer projects. I then started
thinking about the small college town of Grinnell that we used to live near and all the little shops along the town square. You
are probably wondering where I am going with this and how in the heck I am going to relate this story to biking in Iowa, but I
will eventually.
I can’t remember where I read this article, but it was about the growing trend of gravel riding in Iowa and there is a bike shop
in Grinnell that specializes in providing gravel routes to visitors. I believe the article also touched on the “Trans Iowa” race
which runs 320 – 340 miles with 95% of the path being gravel and 5% being hard surfaced. The race starts in April and
sounds like one of the most challenging events bicyclist can do in Iowa and maybe on a regional scale too!
Sooooo, what I am trying to say is that there are other opportunities other than the hard surfaced trails that we have become
accustomed to in Dallas County. Now, I am not saying abandon the RRVT and High Trestle Trail to ride on gravel, but
maybe use them to get to other destinations near the trail system.
Dallas County Conservation has multiple areas within ten miles that can be accessed via the trail system and gravel roads.
Areas such as Kuehn Conservation Area will test your endurance as you climb some pretty steep hills, but the scenery along
the way is well worth the trip. Other destinations like Big Bend Wildlife Area and Voas Nature Area are in closer proximity to
the trail with just as rewarding views without the long steep hills.
Try something new this fall and visit one of our many areas or just try riding on some random gravel roads. Visit your local
bike shop to get the right gear for riding on gravel and maybe see if they have any insight on gravel routes. Most of all just
enjoy this beautiful time of the year in Iowa. Maps on page 15.

Peters Service Center
98 West Willis—Perry
Pop, Beer, Snacks, Ice,
Propane, Kerosene, Diesel

4 Seasons Car Wash
East Willis—Perry
West End Car Wash
West Willis—Perry
*$3 Automatic Carwash with
gas purchase

Stuart Scholz
Marketing
Director

sjscholz@watermarkcommunities.com
www.watermarkcommunities.com
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*Never pay full price for a

car wash!

Trail Talk

Follow one of the highlighted routes to Voas Nature Area.

Follow any of the highlighted routes leading to the marked star (Big
Bend Wildlife Area).

Follow the highlighted route to Kuehn Conservation Area.
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Phone: (515) 465-3577
Fax: (515) 465-3579
Email: conservation@dallascountyiowa.gov
Website: www.dallascountyiowa.gov/conservation
Dallas County Board of Supervisors
Kim Chapman
Brad Golightly
Mark Hanson
Dallas County Conservation Board
Nancy DeLong - Chairman
Glen Vondra- Vice Chairman
Jim Miller - Secretary/Treasurer
Lorinda Inman
Mark Powell

No qualified individual with a disability will be excluded on the basis of a
disability from participation in meetings, hearings, programs, activities or
services conducted by the Dallas County Conservation Board. To request
information in an alternative format or request an accommodation to
participate in a meeting, hearing, program, activity or service, contact the
Dallas County Conservation Board, Forest Park, 14581 K Avenue, Perry,
Iowa, 50220, (515) 465-3577
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Jim Brauckman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Natural Resource Technician
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