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Fund The Trust
By Mike Wallace, Director
The information below was provided by Iowa’s Water and Land Legacy Coalition to help educate the public about the Natural
Resources and Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund.

It’s our responsibility. It’s our time. It’s our legacy. Iowa’s legacy depends on clean water,
productive agricultural soils, and thriving wildlife habitats so all Iowans can enjoy the splendor of our
state. Iowa’s Water and Land Legacy is bringing Iowans together in support of immediate, permanent,
reliable, substantial funding aimed at improving our water quality, protecting our soil, enhancing our
wildlife habitat, and increasing outdoor recreation opportunities throughout Iowa. In 2010, 63% of
Iowans voted for a constitutional amendment to create the Natural Resources and Outdoor Recreation
Trust Fund, a permanent and protected funding source dedicated to clean water, productive agricultural
soils and thriving wildlife habitats. Six years later the Trust Fund sits empty because it requires a sales
tax increase of 3/8 of a cent for funding. Iowa’s Water and Land Legacy supports raising the sales
tax to fund the Trust Fund and maintaining the formula supported by 63% of Iowa voters.
Our broad-based coalition ranging from business leaders and farmers to conservationists and
sportspersons believe cleaning our water, protecting our soil and enhancing our habitat will strengthen
our economy and improve our quality of life.
We urge Iowa’s political leaders to include a sales tax increase of at least 3/8 of a cent in any
legislative solution aimed at addressing water quality
and conservation moving forward.

Fund Allocation
Estimated revenue of $150-$180 million each year.
• Up to two-thirds of the total revenue of the Trust Fund is
available for voluntary, non-regulatory, private land
conservation projects outlined in the Nutrient
Reduction Strategy.
• Over $670 million in unmet, shovel-ready project needs
have been identified and are ready to go once funding is
available.
• The vast majority of Trust Fund dollars are designated for
water quality improvement projects, including lake
restoration, wildlife habitat projects, water protection and enhancing flood protection efforts.
• Trust Fund dollars can be used for wildlife habitat, parks and nature preserves — ensuring open
spaces for the next generation to enjoy Iowa’s traditions of hunting, fishing and outdoor recreation.
~ continued on page 2
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Fund The Trust

ACCOUNTABILITY TO IOWANS
The Trust will fund voluntary, non-regulatory conservation partnerships and is accountable to taxpayers through public oversight,
mandatory annual audits and regular reports submitted to the Iowa legislature.
ECONOMIC BENEFITS
The Trust Fund formula is about Iowa’s quality of life, workforce development and economic development. The Trust Fund and its
formula provide the initial funding necessary to help implement the Nutrient Reduction Strategy, while also providing quality of life
components like trails, outdoor recreation and access to public land that Iowans demand. These quality of life initiatives will ensure that
Iowa can attract and retain a qualified workforce while also guaranteeing that Iowa and its communities reap the economic benefits and
vibrancy that is generated by ecotourism. In Iowa, outdoor recreation generates $6.1 billion in consumer spending, $1.7 billion in wages
and salaries, 75,000 direct Iowa jobs and $433 million in state and local revenue tax.
THE NEED
• Less than 10 percent of Iowa’s wetlands — natural spaces that help prevent flooding and provide habitat for wildlife — remain,
amounting to a loss of 5 million acres of wetlands.
• Over the last two decades, Iowa has lost more than 1.6 million acres of habitat suitable for pheasants and other small game.
• Iowa loses and average of 5 tons per acre of soil, our major economic engine, each year to erosion.
• Roughly half of Iowa’s rivers, lakes and streams fail to meet water quality standards.
THE TRUST FUND’S FORMULA
“Natural resource management is complex, however, these funding vehicles are interrelated and,
because of that, can provide assistance to meet the diverse needs of Iowa’s resources. For example, Iowa’s precious water resource can be
positively affected by five to six of the funding vehicles allocating up to 60% of the new funding toward that resource in some way.”*
KEY POINTS ABOUT THE TRUST FUND FORMULA
• The formula was developed prior to the passing of the constitutional amendment. It was determined by a broad base of stakeholders
including legislators, Farm Bureau, Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship (IDALS), non-governmental organizations
(NGO), and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR), and promised to the people of Iowa.
• Funds are administered through existing infrastructure to reduce bureaucracy, provide clarity, yet allow flexibility.
• The formula requires an annual report to the legislature. The DNR, IDALS, and Iowa Department of Transportation (DOT) already work
within this structure to submit an annual report of recommendations.
• The Trust must only be used for voluntary practices and cannot be used for regulatory efforts,
enforcement actions, eminent domain, condemnation or litigation.
• The Trust Fund and expenditures are subject to a yearly audit.
EXAMPLE EXPENDITURES
Natural Resources (DNR)
• Wetland and wildlife habitat restoration and protection.
• Technical assistance & sound financial incentives to landowners for land & water conservation.
• Improvement of rivers and streams to reduce runoff/restore habitat.
Soil Conservation and Water Protection (IDALS)
• Installing of conservation practices and watershed protection improvements.
• Financial incentives and technical assistance to landowners.
• CREP wetlands to enhance water quality.
Watershed Protection (shared by DNR and IDALS)
• Financial assistance for locally directed projects/best management practices (BMP).
• Wetland restoration to improve water quality.
• Enhance runoff filtration.
• Improve water supplies through BMP installation.
REAP (administered by the DNR, IDALS, DOT, and Department of Cultural Affairs)
• Buffer strips, wetlands, and roadside prairies to improve water quality.
• Conserve critical habitat.
• Establish conservation practices (BMPs) to improve water quality.
“These funding vehicles were carefully and diligently identified as those which would reduce
additional levels of bureaucracy for funding distribution when applicable. They are also structured
in a way to work independently and to complement each other.”*
*Quoted directly from Natural Resources and Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund report submitted by the Department of Natural Resources
in collaboration with the Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship.
~ continued on page 15
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Conservation Update
Southern Flying Squirrel
By Justin Smith Deputy Director/Biologist
While examining a potential oak savannah restoration project with Mike Havlik the other day, we stumbled upon a fairly
unusual find. A tree nest made by a Southern Flying Squirrel was spotted in an oak tree about 15 feet in the air. The thing that
stood out with this particular nest, as opposed to all the other leaf nests
constructed by the much more common Eastern Fox Squirrel, was the material
the squirrel used to line the nest. Southern Flying Squirrels have the habit of
utilizing tree bark to line their nests. This individual had taken bark from the
nearby Eastern Red Cedar trees and shredded it into fine strips to line the nest.
This no doubt helps to insulate the nest and provides soft bedding.
While Southern Flying Squirrels occur regularly in the Eastern half of the United
States, they are not commonly seen in Iowa. This is perhaps due to their secretive
nature and nocturnal habits. While I have spoken with individuals in Dallas
County who claim to hear them landing on the rooftops of their homes on
summer nights, this is my first encounter with the animal in Iowa.
Southern flying squirrels are one of only two native flying squirrels in North
America. Southern flying squirrels are gray-brown on top with a creamy white
underbelly. They reach a maximum length of 8-10 inches from nose to tail.
Flying squirrels more appropriately should be referred to as “gliding” squirrels as they are not capable of achieving true
powered flight as both birds and bats do.
Southern Flying Squirrels have a special membrane, called the patagium, attached to both their wrist and ankle that allows
them to glide through the air between the trees. When a flying squirrel wants to travel to another tree through the air, it
launches itself from a high point in a tree towards its target. Once in the air it spreads out its limbs so that the patagium is
exposed creating a parachute like structure which allows it to glide to its destination. It can use slight movements of its legs
and tail to steer around obstacles in it path. Flying squirrels are capable of making 90 degree turns in flight and also flights of
up to 150 feet.
Flying squirrels are omnivores. They eat a wide variety of food including seeds, nuts, fungi, insects, and fruits. In fact,
Southern Flying Squirrels are considered to be one of the most carnivorous of all squirrels. They have been known to
supplement their diet with eggs, birds, and even carrion.
Due to their gliding ability, flying squirrels make great escape artists. Once a flying squirrel
reaches its target tree, it quickly scurries to the other side of the tree to escape any predators in
pursuit. Its natural gray brown camouflage blends in excellent with the bark of the tree.
However, even this crafty squirrel often falls prey to tree climbing snakes, hawks, owls, and
other tree climbing mammals.
Southern flying squirrels prefer to live in deciduous forests and woodlands in Iowa. They
typically make their homes in tree cavities, snags, and nest boxes. They will also construct leaf
nests like Eastern Fox Squirrels. Southern Flying Squirrels have two litters per year. The
mother will care for the young for two months. Males do not provide any care for the young.
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Wildlife Management
Spring Crappie
By Greg Sieck, Natural Resource Manager
Spring is in the air and its time to get out into the great outdoors. Dust off the fishing pole and tackle box and head to the
nearest lake or pond.
The sought after black and white crappie can be an easy target early spring. As the water begins to warm up the female
crappies become vulnerable. With temperatures on the rise, the pre-spawn phase for the crappie can be an excellent time to
target this species. Pre-spawning female/male crappies can be targeted in
shallow water protecting their beds. This happens when water temperatures hit
the 50 degree mark. Different presentations may provoke a strike and or a hot
morning and evening bite may be the ticket to filling your pail.
Tips/Tactics
1. Bobber fishing, crappies are almost always suspended in the water column.
This technique lets you put a live minnow/bait right in front of the fish. Also
aids in minimizing risk of snags when fishing near structure
2. Artificial lures allow you to cast and work a larger area of water to locate
fish.
3. Utilizing a boat in search of structure on a nearby lake. A heavy jig head
tipped with a minnow completes my bait of choice. A long fly rod aides me in
reaching the fish on the structure such as trees without spooking the fish.
Fishing on a boat is by far a favorite of mine, my grandfather taught me the fishing structure technique and it has stuck with
me ever since. Being on the water crappie fishing with friends and family, in my opinion, there is no better way to spend a
warm spring day.
Finding the proper location is key for early spring fishing. Start fishing small ponds first, as the water temperature warm up
more quickly than say a larger body of water. During the spring warm up, a cold front can come through and shut fish
completely off. Luckily, it is just the opposite as a warm front can make for a memorable day on the water. Keep your eye on
the forecast and local water temps.
Local places to catch Crappies
Snyder Tracts- An old sand pit located off F31 just west of Minburn, Iowa. A 2012 fishing survey done by the Iowa DNR showed an
abundance of black and white crappies of different age classes. (2142
Minburn Road, Minburn, Iowa).
Beaver Lake- Located just north of Dexter, Iowa. Crappie fishing has
picked up on this body of water as the age class from previous years have
grown to keeper size. (3507 Del Rio Road, Dexter, Iowa).
Glissman Conservation Area- Located 5 miles west of Adel, Iowa. The
7.5-acre pond sits below one of our rental Lodges. Crappies can be sought
after any time of the year. A parking lot is located just off Panther creek
road requiring a short hike to get back to the secluded pond. (32185
Panther Creek Road).

DJ Services
Septic system maintenance and tank pumping
2460 337th Street
Perry, IA 50220
(515) 436-7212
(515) 339-5718
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Museum News
Dallas County Conservation Board Says Goodbye to Two Friends
By Pete Malmberg, Museum Curator
From time to time I like to remind our readers of all the great things that many different individuals have done for Dallas County
Conservation Board over the years. Dedicated local volunteers have made a huge contribution to our efforts and we try to thank them with
an annual dinner and regular acknowledgements. But individuals from government agencies and statewide non-profits have helped
immensely with our programs and educational efforts. Individual activists have also been a great help. In an era when government workers
and passionate citizens are sometimes viewed with suspicion, these people deserve some recognition.
Seeing old friends pass away isn’t easy for any of us, especially if those friends are the kinds of people who can walk into a room and light
it up with genuine warmth or infectious laughter. Dallas County Conservation lost two great friends recently who were just that kind of
larger than life figures.
Doug Jones was a passionate archeologist, historian, plant breeder, football fan, Celtic music promoter, paranormal
enthusiast, and political activist for the native people of Iowa. As one of the archaeologists in the state historic
preservation office he was advising the Seth Dayton Stagecoach Inn archeological investigation for the Dallas County
Historic Preservation Commission at the time of his passing at age 50 on November 10, 2016. He was always willing to
come help Dallas County Conservation Board staff with presentations on the underground railroad in Iowa and other
topics like the Native American/Pioneer era fish weirs(fish traps) on the three branches of the Raccoon River in Dallas
County. Many of us will fondly remember his infectious laugh as he stood knee deep in the river directing volunteers
surveying the traps.
Doug was renowned for his knowledge of historic preservation and fearless advocacy for Iowa’s historic and
prehistoric sites. He viewed the Native American and African American cultures in Iowa as important parts of our
state’s modern society. He never shied away from taking on federal beaurocrats or politicians of any stripe and was a self- described
“mosquito that draws blood”. His spirituality and interest in big foot and all types of paranormal studies was a subject of consternation to
some of his fellow scientists but Doug had no problem reconciling his deep spiritual side with his skeptical scientific one. The Celebration
of Life event held at the State Historical Society on December 4 was attended by hundreds of people from all walks of life. It proved to be a
very moving event that showed we are just human beings regardless of race, religion, political beliefs or social class.
On Sunday, January 8, Dallas County Conservation Board lost one of our great promoters and donors. Warren Allen
Smith, a native of Minburn, was 95 and resident of New York City and Connecticut since the late 1940s. He was a
third generation Dallas County resident who never forgot his Iowa roots. He regularly wrote articles and letters to
people and publications around the world mentioning Dallas County and Forest Park Museum. As a result, some very
well-known people are aware of our organization. A warm and very generous person, he also enjoyed shocking many
people, particularly some 1930s Minburn High School classmates, with his views on religion, philosophy, and gay
rights.
Warren served in World War II and was the Chief Clerk to General Eisenhower’s Adjutant General at the little red
school house in Oise, France. He was in charge of making sure supplies were obtained for the front line troops during
events such as the Battle of the Bulge. His typing and piano playing skills were in great demand throughout the war
and he played for high society members and generals stateside and overseas.
His later career as a schoolteacher, businessman, author and activist would fill entire books. In fact, he wrote a series of volumes about his
adventures. As a teacher at New Canaan High School in Connecticut, he received glowing reviews for his very tough English Classes and
the great understanding he showed his students. Many of his students went on to become famous in their respective fields and several are
well known to most people. As a businessman, he and his longtime partner Fernando Vargas created the very successful Variety Recording
Studio in New York City. His clients included Liza Minelli, Chubby Checker, Sun Ra and many others.
Along the way he became friends with people like Tiny Tim and the painters Anita Wechsler and Paul
~ continued on page 6
Cadmus. He even served as agent for Broadway star Gilbert Price.
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Museum News
DCCB Goodbye To Two Friends
(Continued from page 4)
As an author, he wrote extensive columns for many different gay rights and secular humanist journals andeventually wrote a number of full
length books. As an activist, he was present at the Stonewall Riots, campaigned against AIDS in Costa Rica, and assisted several Caribbean
politicians in their efforts to improve the lives of their people. Warren became very intrigued by other people’s spiritual beliefs at a young
age and wrote letters to many well- known people asking them their views. Amazingly, most people he asked responded to him. This was
the foundation of special archives so unique that it now resides at Harvard University.
One of the most interesting things about Warren was his incredible gift for being in the right place at the right time. He coupled this
with his caring nature to do things like tutor one of the scarred survivors of the Hiroshima bombings and assume a surrogate father role to 6
boys and 2 girls, even putting some of them through school. Several of these children visited Iowa farms in the 1950s and have fond memories of our state. Two of them became world famous as a musician and an artist.
Today, visitors can see some incredible artifacts from this amazing man at Forest Park Museum and we are very proud to help preserve
his memory. His legacy proves that an individual can accomplish great things.
So it is with a deep sense of sadness that I say goodbye to Doug and Warren. Thank you both for helping Dallas County Conservation
Board better serve our county!

Spend the Night in a Dallas County Park
Sportsman Park—Cabins, RV and Tent Camping—Dawson, IA
Kuehn Tent Camping—Earlham, IA
Glissman Lodge—Adel, IA
Dayton Stagecoach Inn—Bouton, IA
For reservations call Dallas County Conservation Board
515-465-3577 or www.dallascountyiowa.gov/conservation
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Nature & The Naturalist
YOU– Save a Wild One. Will You Be Ready?
By Chris Adkins, Environmental Ed. Coord./Naturalist
Every once in awhile, the planets and stars align perfectly, and it seems there is harmony in creation. Such
are the events of this story.
Each year we present a number of outreach programs in the classrooms of county schools featuring Stryx,
our rehabilitated barred owl. At one such program, in the Adel-DeSoto-Minburn middle school, Bob Hall’s
science class, Stryx was sharing her wildness, and I was touching on her back story. Six years ago, Stryx
was discovered entangled in a barb-wire fence, and………. Before I could continue this story, a young lady
in the class Sasha Acaley, raised her hand to tell the story of how just this fall, her family, encountered an
injured Great–Horned Owl, here in Dallas county, and………
This is where the cosmos aligned. Her family is the poster child for what needs to happen if you encounter
an injured bird. They also illustrate the great lesson that awaits if the harmony and concern is present.
Please read on and learn, so you can position yourself for such a magical opportunity if you are presented
with the chance to save a wild one.
First, observe the bird to determine if the bird is actually injured. Look for bleeding, a droopy wing, a broken bone, flies or maggots on the bird, does it have food nearby, is it not moving when approached, or does the bird appears to have no energy.
Next, note the exact location of the bird and survey the area to make sure that no other animal (like a dog or cat), human, or motorized vehicle can get to the bird. If you need to stabilize the bird, place a large box, blanket or coat lightly over it.
Then call someone with experience handling an injured bird / raptor. In Dallas county, we are your first contact. You can reach our office
at 515-465-3577. Outside of business hours, your next option is to call- SOAR – Saving Our Avian Resources at 712 -830-6116. This is
who we will eventually be handing your injured bird off to for rehabilitation. Do Not attempt to feed the wild one. Injured and sick birds
need specialized diets and fluids. Your goal is to get this bird to SOAR as quickly as possible. This is not the time to channel Dr. Doolittle
and attempt rehab yourself. Without proper permits from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, it is illegal for you to posses any hawk, eagle,
owl, falcon or vulture.
Sasha’s family did just this. Their injured wild one made it to the expert care of SOAR. Here, the injured owl had its best shot at regaining
its health and ultimately returning to the wilds. Pictured here, in my hands, at our Owl Prowl public program on February 7th, is a rescued
wild one, ready to find its way back home.
~ continued on page 8

Thank You
RRVT
Barton Solvents, Inc.

Ann Miller

Gaylord Victora

Bird Seed
Phillips Farm Partnership

Forest Park Museum
Phillips Farm Partnership

Interpretive Predator Protectors
Perry Chief
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Nature & The Naturalist
YOU– Save a Wild One. Will You Be Ready?

Continued from page 6

This next image is of Sasha, reunited with her injured wild one.
She and her family were able to join us at this program and
witness their friend winging it back into the dark, wild skies of
Kuehn this night.
As I stated in the opening, every once in awhile we get it right. In
this story, an injured wild one was given a reprieve from death. It
encountered a family not only with the compassion and concern
for wildness, but also the knowledge.
Somewhere down your trail, undoubtedly awaits your intersection
with an injured wild one. Prepare yourself, know the correct responses, set the wheels in motion to give your injured
friend a chance. Know this, first your heart must be ready. This is where this injured Great Horn got lucky. I will
always be indebted to Sasha’s family for their concern for a wild one that allowed me to be part of, and share this
story. Few things in my work provide such joy as to open up my hands, casting a rehabbed bird into the sky, and
wishing them– be wild. Thanks Sasha!
In closing, another way you can connect to this story is by supporting the work of SOAR. You can contribute to
their work in rehabilitation either by volunteering or through donations of financial support. Visit SOAR’s website
at soarraptors.org.
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Calendar of Events
Spring 2017

March

April cont’d
Eating Well While Saving the Earth,
Sunday, April 23
1:30 pm— Forest Park Museum
Your food choices affect not only your own health but the health of
the earth. Celebrate Earth Day with us and enjoy a fun tour of the
Forest Park Museum and Arboretum and an interactive presentation
on the three Rs (reducing, re-using, and recycling) of food waste.
Learn how to eat better, save money on food, feed the hungry, and
become a warrior in the fight against pollution. Participants will get
information on wise shopping, menu planning, food preservation,
composting, recycling, and even best strategies for organizing
cupboards and the fridge! Children welcome. FREE. Optional
“Healthy and Homemade” cookbook will be available for $5.Please
register for this free event.

Peregrine Falcon Watch
Saturday March 25th
9:00-11:00 - State Capital East Parking Lot
Peregrine falcons are the fastest animals on the planet reaching
speeds in excess of 200 miles per hour. Peregrine means to wander
so to see one of these birds in the wild is a gift. A Dallas County
naturalist together with the DNR will be leading a trip to the State
Capitol Building to watch the peregrine falcons nesting on the east
side ledges. Flights, stoops, hunting and feeding have been
observed at this historical nesting site. This program was such a
success last year, we are offering it again. Pre-registration is
encouraged. FREE.

Antlers, morels and wildflowers – oh my!

May

Sunday, March 26
1 – 3 p.m.
Kuehn Conservation Area
Spring is a great time to hike through the prairies and forests at
Kuehn. On this special day, a naturalist, natural resource manager
and volunteers will be on hand to offer tips, tricks and advice in
finding and appreciating some of our bounty of spring treasures,
including deer antlers, morel mushrooms and spring wildflowers.
Since nature is in charge, we cannot guarantee what we will find,
but the fun is in the search. This program is geared for families.
Wear appropriate shoes and clothes for hiking through brush. This
program is weather dependent. Pre-registration is encouraged.
FREE.

Bikes and Birds
Saturday May 20
8:00 to 10:00
RRVT Minburn to Perry
A DCCB naturalist will lead a bike ride on the Raccoon River
Valley Trail beginning at the Minburn Depot and travel north to the
Caboose in Perry. This will be a leisurely ride with frequent stops to
look and listen for spring arrivals. This includes the wetland area at
Voas Nature Area which should be busy with a wide variety of water
birds. Binoculars will be provided, bikes will not. Please register
for this free event.

April

Let’s Get Moving…and Have Fun!,
Sunday, May 7 1:30 pm
Movement doesn’t just make you healthier, it makes you happy! On
a Sunday afternoon, take a walk on the lovely grounds of the Forest
Park Arboretum, followed by a lively discussion on how to make
your life more active and joyful (without joining a gym or spending
a lot of money!). A registered dietitian will help you talk about ways
to make physical activity a bigger part of your daily life. Then you
can try out some stretch band activities and plan your own walking
program. Wear comfortable, loose clothing and athletic shoes. This
session is FREE. Stretch bands and pedometers will be available for
sale at $1.50 each.

The Future of Local News
Sunday, April 30th at Forest Park Museum
Local journalists will gather for a panel discussion on the future of
local news media in our area and throughout the national scene.
This topic is becoming increasingly urgent as local newspapers and
radio stations close or are acquired by larger outlets. Please join us
for a free discussion. Free—Reservations are requested.

For more information or to register for
any of our programs, contact:
Dallas County Conservation Board
14581 K Avenue
Perry, IA 50220
515-465-3577
Office Hours: M-F 8 am - 4:30 pm
conservation@dallascountyiowa.gov
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Calendar of Events
Spring 2017
OnOn-Call cont’d

June

Raccoon River Paddle Trips

Kids Concert

Nature On-Call— April, May, June
North/Middle/South Raccoon Rivers—when they fill their
banks!
Wilderness can be experienced by giving over control of your
canoe to the currents of a ‘Coon and letting her tell you her story
of wild waters. Our goals is to host a river float each month from
April through October. The water levels the past several ears
have really put a crimp in our plans. Not to be deterred, we
ahead with our float plans for this season. To join us on a paddle,
register with our office and we will contact you when the water
is right and staff are available. Pre-registration is required to
be contacted for this program. Canoes and kayaks are not
provided.

Friday June 9th
11:00-12:00 A.M.
Voas Nature Area, Minburn
Bring your children and enjoy a free summer outdoor concert.
These will be fun and educational nature songs with a sing-a-long
component. Learn how “Dirt Makes Your Lunch” and “Bats Eat
Bugs”. Bring a sack lunch and enjoy the park for the remainder of
the afternoon. A great way to kick off the summer. Free
Registration is required for this program

Exploring the Deep
Wednesday, June 14
10:00-12:00
Voas Nature Area, Minburn
Join a DCCB naturalist and explore the unseen world that lurks
just below the surface of a wetland. We will collect insect larva in
shallow water with nets and examine them in an aquarium. We
will learn how insects act as indicators of water quality. Wear old
shoes and clothes. Free Registration is required for this
program

Leopold Benches
Kuehn Conservation
Date– TBA
Together with an Eagle Scout, DCCB invites you to put the words
of Aldo Leopold on the landscape of Dallas County. We hope to
achieve this through involving you in a project that will construct
an iconic bench, designed by Aldo himself. We are inviting you to
select your favorite quote of Leopold, and inscribe this on your
bench. Each individual, or group, that wants to sponsor a bench
will gather at this program to construct the bench. We will then
examine the writings of Aldo to help you identify the quote you
select for your bench. Your Leopold selection will then be
inscribed on to you bench, along with a small plaque identifying
you as the bench’s creator. Stay tuned for upcoming
details. Registration is required for this program.

Food Preservation 101
Sunday, June 4 1:30 pm
Planting a vegetable garden this year? Want to learn how to
preserve your produce safely at home? Preserving foods at home
is not difficult, but it does require following research-based
recipes. Even if you have been a home food preserver for years,
come and learn the latest recommendations about canning,
dehydrating and freezing. Find out which preservation method is
right for you. All class participants will receive a list of accurate,
reliable, safe preservation resources and be able to examine food
preservation supplies and equipment on display. Samples of home
dried fruit will be served. FREE. Registration is required for
this program.

Origins—History: Prairie Awakening– Prairie Awoke
Kuehn Conservation-Tallgrass Prairie Arena
Date– TBA
The Prairie Awakening Celebration has evolved into one of the
premier environmental education events for DCCB. This
celebration is an expression of ecosystem restoration and cultural
healing. If we are to heal the landscape and ourselves, Nabhan
says we must first remember the stories of the place. This
resonates with the mission of our Prairie Awakening Celebration.
We have sought to bring back the First Nations Peoples of our
place to share their stories, song, dance and drum. Together we are
“ re-story-ation”. To explore these questions, join us in the arena at
Kuehn for a conversation with Rob Knuth. He was instrumental in
the origin of the celebration, and brings a unique perspective to
what the celebration set out to accomplish and what work lies
ahead. Rob’s words, “stories” and drum and song will help us all
to understand the restoration that has occurred and what we still
hope to achieve. Registration is required for this program

OnOn-Call
NOTT In My County! (Naturalist on the Trail)
Raccoon River Valley Trail & High Trestle Trail
Watch our website and Facebook page for dates and trail
sections
Do you know which snake is sunning itself on the warm trail?
Which warblers are migrating through our areas? Which flowers
are blooming? One day per month (April through October) a
Dallas County Naturalist will be on a section of a county
recreation trail ready to talk with you about the nature you are
seeing as you enjoy our longest park. No registration is
required for this program.

If you are a group leader and your group is interested in
attending one or more of these programs, please contact our
office for alternate arrangements.
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Naturalist
Summer Youth Volunteer Program
By Mike Havlik, Naturalist
Is your child interested in a meaningful summer of service in the outdoors? Dallas County Conservation will once
again be hosting a Summer Youth Volunteer Program. The program runs June 9th to July 14th meeting every Thursday
from 8:00am to 12:00pm. Students who are ages 10—15 are eligible. We will be working on projects in Dallas County
parks, museum and conservation areas. There will be an educational component as well and plenty of time to enjoy
nature play. Contact the conservation office at 515-465-3577 or e-mail conservation@dallascountyiowa.gov
Registration for this program is required and will be on a first come, first served basis as space is limited.

Youth who are ages 10—15 can join the
volunteer crew. The crew will meet at Forest Park
Museum in Perry or you can meet the group at the
work area if our project is closer to your home—
Thursdays 8:00 am to Noon
June 9th to July 14
Youth should bring/wear:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Call 515-465-3577 to register by May 20.
A volunteer form will be sent to you
upon registration. Completed forms
need to be returned by May 27th to
guarantee your spot in the group.
Volunteer shirts will be provided, so
please let us know youth’s t-shirt size.
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Leather work gloves
Sunscreen
Insect repellant
Water bottle
Long pants
Tennis shoes or hiking/work boots

Naturalist
Resiliency Dance
By Cindy Blobaum, Naturalist
I love it when naturalist Mike Havlik returns from his savannah restoration work at Voas Nature Area. His animated descriptions of the
progress the volunteer work crew has achieved are wonderful, but even better is the detailing of the “progress” that the land has made.
Dormant seed banks awaken. Prairie plants that had long been shaded out start stretching for the sun and become visible. He looks, listens,
and plans for how to encourage the animals to return as well.
Almost simultaneously, he shakes his head and describes his frustration at the number of cut stumps that are resprouting. These woody
plants, which shade out the desired prairie, are doing the best they can to survive. The nature we see and enjoy is engaged in an endless
dance. The tempo and moves change as the climate conditions, land forms, methods of human management and manipulation, and the
introduction of new plant and animal species partners and removal of others occurs.
This dance is a work-in-progress that we actively participate in throughout the county. Deputy Director/Biologist Justin Smith has planned
and worked alongside the operations crew to manage woodlands and prairies, restore wetlands, recreate prairies and increase habitat for
pollinators (among other projects). We build, monitor and maintain nesting boxes for kestrels, wood ducks, blue birds, purple martins, barn
owls and others. The work the staff members do is often incredibly hot or cold, dirty, wet, messy and can look quite ugly at its inception.
But the results are tremendous. Take a spring drive along 180th St. on the north side of Voas (northwest of Minburn). Stop your vehicle
along the edge of the road, roll down your window and listen to the cacophony of waterfowl that visit one of our newest recovered
wetlands. Visit the Dayton Stagecoach Inn south of Bouton and walk past the building. In the back woodlands, you might notice another
savannah we discovered, and are working to free. Up at Kuehn Conservation Area (north of Earlham), a large plot is being managed to
increase habitat for pollinators.
Earth is and has always been a dynamic place. A glance at the limestone rocks that cover many of our county roads is testament to when
Iowa was under sea. Cuts into the rolling hills reveals remnants of past glaciers that pushed rocks from up north into our area. Fossilized
bones and trees, petrified wood and plant imprints give clues to other time eras before humans were here. The rocks are not the only
remnants. Gingko trees have lived their lives since the time of dinosaurs. Osage orange trees (hedge apples) relied on large animals like
mammoths and mastodons to spread their seeds. The appearance of morel mushrooms in odd places can provide clues to past ecosystems
(they seem to like where elm trees were).
What is wondrous to me is that as we take our turns as partners in the dance, we can witness positive changes. The number of bald eagles,
river otters and peregrine falcons continue to climb. The monarch butterfly has become a leader in the awareness movement for all
pollinators. Native plants, which had long been aliens to most gardens are seeing a surge in plantings. And as we re-open the past to our
wildness, which may have been drained, cut, plowed or flooded for decades, it returns. It is resilient. That’s a dance move we all need to
develop.

515-238-7875—cell

Marty Bennett
19718 Lexington Rd.
Minburn, IA 50167

C. Scott Finneseth
DuWayne J. Dalen
Mark J. Powell
John C. Powell
G. Robert Sackett
James R. Hinchliff

Cell # (515) 480-1628
Home # (515) 677-2173
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Trail Talk
Garlic Mustard
By Curt Cable, Natural Resources Manager
Throughout Iowa we have seen some of our landscapes change from vast tall grass prairies, oak
savannas, and wetlands to agricultural fields, pastures, and housing developments. We have also
seen changes in the composition of our plant species in the tall grass prairies, oak savannas, and
wetlands. These two changes in our landscape have created various issues for our native flora and
fauna. I would like to touch on the second issue, the change in the compositions of our native flora
and fauna with the introduction of invasive species.
Invasive species are exotic plants or animals that spread rapidly throughout a landscape. Some have
been introduced intentionally and some unintentionally. Along the trail we are able to see a wide
range of invasive species from bush honeysuckle to garlic mustard. There are multiple routes in
which invasive species have established themselves along the bike trail. The railroad was one of the
only ways to transport goods across America, so it is plausible to think that some seeds hitchhiked
on the train’s cargo. When the railroad was tore out to put in the bike trail, dirt was moved around
which created a disturbed area, great for the establishment of invasive species. The only vegetation in some parts of Dallas County is along
our bike trails. The bike trail is a natural gathering place for animals, which can also help spread invasive species by carrying seeds. There
are also various other ways in which we can spread seeds. Some of the species spread easily through their root systems (rhizomes) such as
reed grass and black locust trees.
One species of major concern throughout Iowa and Dallas County is garlic mustard. It was introduced from Europe in the early 1800’s for
medicinal and herbal uses. Since then it has quickly spread by crowding out natural vegetation. It is a biennial plant, meaning it lives for
two years then dies. The first year it produces a basal rosette which will stay green throughout the winter and by the second year it shoots
up and produces seeds. As with most invasive species, it lacks a natural enemy, has a hardy root system, and produces extreme amounts of
seeds (62,000/sq. meter). Garlic mustard also possess alleopathic properties, which means it produces chemicals that inhibit the growth of
natural vegetation and mycorrhizal fungi needed for healthy tree growth and tree seedling survival. The biggest threat in Iowa is to our
woodlands by quickly spreading and taking over the understory. By doing this it is shading the understory, which will not allow any new
trees to germinate and will crowd out our beautiful native woodland flowers.
~ continued on page 14

Stuart Scholz
Marketing
Director

sjscholz@watermarkcommunities.com
www.watermarkcommunities.com
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Wildlife Managment
Garlic Mustard

(continued from page 13)

Now the hard part, controlling it! Most invasive species are very difficult to
control. The most important step in control is early detection. Once the
infestation has started it will take years to get it under control. If there are small
patches it can be dug up or pulled out. It is important to get the whole root
otherwise it can still shoot up another stem. Pulling it is better when the soil is
moist. Once pulled put it in a trash bag and burn, bury or take to the landfill.
This control strategy as with the others I will discuss should be done before the
plant goes to seed in order to prevent the spread of the seed. Typically garlic
mustard will go to seed around July and continue into September and October.
If pulling is not an option herbicides such as a 1% to 2% glyphosate (Round-up)
mix can be used. Spraying is most effective in late fall up until early spring. Being able to spray during this time is a huge advantage, as
you are not affecting the dormant native plants. Early spring prescribed burns are also a useful tool. Timing is important as you want to be
able to burn off the newly emerged seedlings and kill of the second year plants. Infestations may appear worse after the burn since burning
stimulates growth but continued burning will start to deplete the seed bank in the area. After burning start pulling the plants and discarding
them properly. You may also go back with a propane torch with a large wand and incinerate the remaining plants.
As I mentioned garlic mustard was brought over to the United States from Europe for herbal and medicinal reasons. European settlers
were not aware of the consequences it would have on our native habitats as is the case with almost all invasive species. However
European settlers were aware of its rich nutritional value. Garlic mustard has a considerable amount of vitamins A, C, E and some B
vitamins. It also contains potassium, calcium, magnesium, selenium, copper, iron, and manganese along with omega-3 fatty acids. I am
not a doctor, but I had to guess, those are pretty essential nutrients for a balanced diet. From what I have read timing is essential when
finding the right plant. Only gather in the in the early spring before the stalks shoot up and late in the fall when no flower stalk is present.
Do not transport it anywhere if flowers are present as seeds can easily be spread. I have never ate it, but there are various websites that
offer recipes. The following sentence may be the most important of this whole article so read carefully. Proper identification is essential
before you forage on wild plants. Also only gather from areas that you know for certain have NOT been sprayed with chemicals! The
process of removing garlic mustard will take years to eradicate it from your property. There are plenty of resources on garlic mustard and
other invasive species on the internet. A quick google search of “garlic mustard in Iowa,” will garner multiple websites with great
information. Just remember; only you can prevent garlic mustard… and maybe a new biological control agent called, Ceutorhynchus
scrobicollis. But we will save that article until we know more about this little weevil.
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Fund Trust
(Continued from page 2)
IOWA VOTERS SUPPORT THE TRUST
Local Conservation Partnerships (allocated by the DNR to local communities)
• Promote programs for soil, water, wildlife and conservation.
• Outreach to landowners on conservation practices.
• Local partnerships.
Trails (allocated by DNR and DOT)
• Develop, maintain and promote trails and water trails enhancing economic development and solidifying Iowa’s reputation as national
leader in trails.
Lake Restoration (DNR)
• Leverage long-term water quality benefits though landowner cost share, federal farm programs and IDALS.
• Investments to remove lakes from impaired waters list.
• 66 percent of Iowans support a revenue enhancement to fill the trust fund.
• That number rises to 73 percent when paired with reduction in other taxes, such as income or property.
• 63 percent of voters supported the creation of the trust fund in 2010.
• 81 percent of Iowans continue to support the fund today.
• 82 percent of Iowans agree that the state’s parks, trails, wildlife areas, and other public lands are an essential part of our economy.
• 95 percent of Iowa voters believe we need to ensure our children and grandchildren can enjoy Iowa’s water, land, wildlife, and natural
beauty the same way we do today.
Please consider contacting your state legislators to discuss the Natural Resources and Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund.
Raccoon River Valley Trail Permits Available!
Trail fee required for all users ages 18 and older on county managed sections of the Raccoon River Valley Trail. Daily permits cost $2, Annual Permits (Jan.—Dec.) are
$10. Children under the age of 18 can use the trail free anytime. There are several ways you can get your permit.

•

Pay online (credit card) or download a form and mail it with a check by clicking on Annual Trail Pass in the left column at our website:
www.dallascountyiowa.gov/conservation

•

Pick up a green envelope/form in a yellow tube located at each of the trail heads. Fill out the form and enclose the correct amount of money (cash or check), drop
it in the tube or mail and your permit will be mailed to you.

•

Stop by the office - 14581 K Ave, Perry, IA M—F 8:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m. where you can pay with cash, check, or credit card.
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